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“Cedar Rapids is a vibrant urban hometown – a beacon for people and businesses
invested in building a greater community now and for the next generation.”

NOTICE OF CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING (Electronic)

The Cedar Rapids City Council hold an electronic special City Council meeting on Thursday, July 1, 
2021 at 1:00 PM. An electronic meeting is being held because a meeting in person is impossible or 
impractical due to concerns for the health and safety of Council members, staff and the public 
presented by COVID-19. An electronic meeting is allowed by Iowa Code Section 21.8 and Governor 
Reynolds’ Proclamations of Disaster Emergency.
 
Members of the public will not be able to attend this meeting in person. The meeting may be watched 
on the City’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/CityofCRiowa/.

The Cedar Rapids City Council will meet to discuss and possibly act upon the matters as set forth 
below in this tentative agenda.

A G E N D A

1. Motion to approve the agenda. 

2. Resolution authorizing a RAISE Grant application to the US Department of Transportation in 
the amount of $20 million for the 8th Avenue Bridge Replacement over the Flood Control 
System project. CIP/DID #3318400-00

Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or a modification of policies or procedures to 
participate in a City Council public meeting or event should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 319-286-5060 or 
cityclerk@cedar-rapids.org as soon as possible but no later than 48 hours before the event.

Agendas and minutes for Cedar Rapids City Council meetings can be viewed at www.cedar-rapids.org.

https://www.facebook.com/CityofCRiowa/


Council Agenda Item Cover Sheet

Submitting Department:  Public Works 

Presenter at meeting:  Rob Davis, PE, ENVSP

Contact Person:   Sandi L. Fowler       Phone Number:  319-286-5077
E-mail Address:    s.fowler@cedar-rapids.org

Description of Agenda Item: Purchases, contracts and agreements
Resolution supporting application to the US Department of Transportation for a RAISE Grant in 
the amount of $20 million for the 8th Avenue Bridge Replacement over the Flood Control System 
project.  
CIP/DID #3318400-00

EnvisionCR Element/Goal: ProtectCR Goal 1: Protect Cedar Rapids from flooding and 
other hazards.

Background:  The Flood Control System (FCS) initiative currently has three main components, 
the east side Cedar River system with the US Army Corps of Engineers, the west side system 
without the US Army Corps of Engineers, and the 8th Avenue Bridge Replacement over both of 
those components.  A new, higher 8th Avenue Bridge will serve as an emergency services and 
lifeline connection during extreme flooding when all other city bridges over the Cedar River are 
closed and only I-380 remains open downtown.  This new connection addresses an existing 
bridge in poor condition and during flooding is crucial for erecting and maintaining the FCS, 
providing improved emergency access, improving river hydraulics, and improving overall 
transportation to limit the need to evacuate areas behind the completed FCS.  It also will enhance 
trail access and community development.

The FCS project component is estimated at approximately $48 million.  It is partially funded in the 
City’s FCS Financial Plan through general obligation bonds and Iowa Flood Mitigation Program 
funds.  In April 2021, the Iowa Department of Transportation offered $1 million of funding for 
replacing the bridge through its City Bridge Program. 

Much like the balance of the FCS, the 8th Avenue Project is proposed to be funded through a 
combination of local, state and federal funds.  With the local and state funding set, the project is 
seeking the federal funding component through the US Department of Transportation’s (DOT) 
RAISE discretionary grant program.  RAISE stands for “Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity.”  This discretionary grant application formerly known as the BUILD 
grant, was approved by City Council in 2020.  The 8th Avenue Bridge remains to be a good fit for 
this program.  The City is proposing to submit a request to US DOT under this program for $20 
million, or roughly 1/3 of the project costs.  

This City Council agenda item is a resolution of support to the US DOT for this grant application, 
commits to necessary local funding match to complete the project upon successful award of 
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federal funds for the project, and authorizes City staff to make application to the US DOT by the 
grant application deadline, which is currently July 12, 2021.

Action/Recommendation: The Public Works Department recommends approval of the 
Resolution supporting application to the US Department of Transportation for a RAISE Grant for 
the 8th Avenue Bridge Replacement over the Flood Control System.  

Alternative Recommendation: Forgoing this opportunity would require additional local funds.

Time Sensitivity: High.  Staff needs time to get this resolution in grant application and have it 
submitted prior to July 12, 2021.  Delaying this action to the next Council meeting on July 13, 
2021 may not leave sufficient time for processing this into the application. 

Resolution Date: July 1, 2021

Budget Information: 
CIP No. 3318400/3318500.  Grant Match via Iowa Flood Mitigation Funds and general obligation 
bonds.

Local Preference Policy: NA
Explanation: NA

Recommended by Council Committee: NA
Explanation: NA



ENG
FIN

TRS
AUD FILE

3318400-00

RESOLUTION NO. LEG_NUM_TAG

WHEREAS, the City of Cedar Rapids is planning the replacement of the existing 84-year 
old, structurally deficient, 8th Avenue Bridge over the Cedar River and raised to cross over the 
Cedar River Flood Control System, which is currently under construction, and

WHEREAS, The Iowa Department of Transportation (DOT) has recently approved funding 
for replacing the 8th Avenue Bridge over the Cedar River through its City Bridge Program, and

WHEREAS, the planned design includes a specific local connection from the intersection 
of Diagonal Drive SW and Valor Way SW to the intersection of 8th Avenue SE with 2nd Street SE 
and more generally important transportation connections with I-380 interchange 1/3 mile to the 
west and the intersection with arterial streets 10th Street SE and Mt. Vernon Road SE 1/2 mile to 
the east, and

WHEREAS, the planned bridge design will allow for a high-level crossing such that the 
soffit of the bridge will have free-board above the 1,000-year return period flood level of the Cedar 
River, so that the Cedar Rapids’ critical transportation network can be preserved during major 
flooding, and by working in conjunction with the Cedar River Flood Control System, can limit 
evacuations and associated societal and economic hardships that come with said evacuations, 
and

WHEREAS, the planned bridge construction will serve as a lifeline structure for emergency 
vehicles such as police, fire engines and ambulances and public works vehicles to all fight floods 
at and above the 100-year flood return, when all other City owned bridges over the Cedar River 
are inundated and closed, and

WHEREAS, the planned bridge project can also positively impact the Cedar River Flood 
Control System project by eliminating the need for $4 million in flood control gates on either end 
of the existing bridge elevation, and also lower the flood waters by up to nine inches due to 
improved hydraulic design over the existing structure, and 

 
WHEREAS, the planned bridge design will carry pedestrian and bike paths connecting the 

Cedar River Trail on the east bank of Cedar River with the riverside Trail on the west bank of the 
Cedar River and the proposed Riverfront Development Project at the northwest corner of the 
proposed bridge, and

WHEREAS, the project is in an advanced state of readiness with the project being 
constructed almost entirely on existing city-owned property, federal environmental clearance 
approved through the US Army Corps of Engineers, and the project scheduled for completion of 
preliminary design is Fall 2021, and 

WHEREAS, the City of Cedar Rapids has secured funding at a level for approximately 
two-thirds of the cost of the estimated $48 million budget for the 8th Avenue Bridge Replacement 
Project through a combination of Iowa Flood Mitigation Program funds, Iowa DOT City Bridge 
Program funds, and locally funded capital improvement funds through general obligation bonds, 
and

WHEREAS, the City of Cedar Rapids has identified a potential funding match of federal 
dollars to match state and local funds through the US Department of Transportation’s Rebuilding 
American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant program, and 



WHEREAS, subject to securing an $20 million U.S. Department of Transportation RAISE 
Grant, is currently scheduled for construction completion in year 2026, now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA, 
that the City Manager or designee is authorized to make application to the US Department of 
Transportation for a RAISE Grant for the 8th Avenue Bridge Replacement over the Flood Control 
System and that the City commits to provide the non-US DOT funding match for the project in 
accordance with said application and grant terms. 

.

PASSED_DAY_TAG

LEG_PASSED_FAILED_TAG

MayorSignature

Attest:

ClerkSignature

LEG_TABLED_TAG
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