
 

 

TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TTAC)  
MEETING MINUTES 

Virtual Meeting due to COVID-19 – Zoom/Facebook Live 
Tuesday, May 6, 2021 at 2:00 p.m.  

 
Member Present Absent Alternate 

Brenna Fall – Chairperson  X   
Tom Peffer – Vice Chairperson X   
Seth Gunnerson X   
John Witt X   
Ron Griffith X   
Mary Beth Stevenson  X  
Carrie Pauli  X   
Matt Myers X  Brad DeBrower 
Doug Wilson X   
Karin Kee  X  
Scott Pottorff  X  
Shane Wicks X   
Jon Fitch X   
Randy Burke  X   
Brad Ketels X   
Kesha Billings X   
Mike Barkalow X   
Jon Bogert X   
Kelli Scott X   
Tim Mroch X  Eryn Stone 
Cathy Cutler (NV) X   
Darla Hugaboom (NV)  X  
Eva Steinman (NV)  X  

 
Staff Present: Bill Micheel, Brandon Whyte, Hilary Hershner, & Liz Darnall 
Non- Staff Present: Dax Suntken 
 
Chairperson Brenna Fall called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m. 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Action/Discussion Items 
1. Approve Minutes from March 4, 2021 meeting 
Jon Fitch motioned to approve the minutes from the March 4, 2021 meeting. Seconded by Kesha Billings. 
The motion carried.  
 
2. Federal Functional Classification (FFC) Changes 
Hilary Hershner shared a presentation on Federal Functional Classification (FFC) Changes. Hershner stated 
that the FFC is the process by which public streets and highways are grouped into classes according to the 



 

 

character of service they are intended to provide. She mentioned that a request was made to change FFC 
for 6th Street NW between 1st Avenue West and E Avenue NW from “local road” to “minor arterial.” She 
shared a map of the location (Agenda Packet pg. 12). She shared some background information on FFC 
Changes. Hershner stated that STBG funds can only be used on collector or above. Further, she mentioned 
the need to amend that area because Cedar Rapids’ TIP project is located on this section of road. She shared 
a chart of the Highway Functional Classification System & Federal-Aid Eligibility for rural and urban roads 
for Principal arterial, minor arterial, and collector. She reviewed the process to amend a locality’s FFC map. 
Hershner mentioned that the Local Government submits a draft resolution to the District Planner, in which 
it notes the changes it seeks and the specific location of the proposed changes. Then the District Planner 
brings the request to the Office of Systems Planning. The Office of Systems Planning reviews the request; 
if the request does not meet certain criteria, the request can go back and forth between the Local 
Government and District Planner to meet those requirements until it is deems acceptable. Once the Office 
of Systems Planning determines the proposed change is acceptable, the request is transmitted to the Iowa 
Division of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The FHWA reviews request. Then the FHWA 
emails their approval or disapproval back to the Office of Systems Planning. The Office of Systems 
Planning notifies the District Planner of the outcome; and lastly the District Planner notifies the Local 
Government. Hershner shared a flow chart of the process to amend a locality’s FFC map (Agenda Packet 
pg. 14). She stated that the request is asking for approval for changing Cedar Rapids FFC map where 6th 
Street NW between 1st Avenue West and E Avenue NW is reclassified from “local road” to “minor arterial.” 
Hershner stated that the MPO is open to any additional FFC map changes as well.  
 
Seth Gunnerson motioned to recommend to approve changes to Cedar Rapids FFC map where 6th Street 
NW between 1st Avenue West and E Avenue NW is reclassified from “local road” to “minor arterial. “John 
Witt seconded the motion. The motion carried with no abstains.  
 
Brenna Fall opened up the floor for discussion and questions regarding other FFC map changes. Witt had 
a general question about why the map does not show major and minor collectors. Hershner responded that 
in the Rural the major collectors are Federal-Aid Eligible and minor is not. Whereas in Urban Major and 
Minor Collectors are Federal-Aid Eligible so they get clumped together. Witt further stated that Cedar 
Rapids does have a list that they would like to discuss with the MPO and would like to set up a meeting 
with MPP Staff. Hershner will set a meeting with Cedar Rapids staff for a later date. Hershner asked the 
other jurisdictions if they had a list; no one responded, but Hershner stated to please reach out if there are 
changes any other jurisdictions that would like to make changes. A question was asked about a timeline for 
changes; Hershner stated that she believes that there is no specific date. A question was asked about an up 
to date map of the Cedar Rapids FFC map; Hershner stated that a link is in the Agenda Packet on pg. 12. 
Cathy Cutler mentioned that a map usually is updated after a census so the map should be updated soon. 
Dax Suntken had a few questions that Hershner and Cutler responded too. Kelli Scott asked how long does 
it takes once a jurisdiction makes a request to have a road changed. Hershner responded that she was unsure 
so Cutler stated that it could be 1-2 months.  
 
Report Items/Member Updates 
Billings mentioned that Marion had some Trail updates. The Bridge over Marion Blvd is in the process, 
demo is done and construction will start in August 2021. The Bridge over Indian Creek, the deck got poured 
a couple of weeks ago and is coming along. Part of the Cemar Trail is paved. The 10th Ave Sidepath project 
will be letting in June.  
 



 

 

Brandon Whyte shared that he is leaving the City of Cedar Rapids and will be moving to California and 
Bill Micheel shared that the MPO will greatly miss him. 
 
Adjournment 
Witt motioned to adjourn the meeting at 2:31 p.m. Seconded by Tom Peffer. The motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Amy Cannon 
Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 


