
 

 

 
 
 

CORRIDOR MPO POLICY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Virtual Meeting 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. 
 

 

MPO Staff Present: Bill Micheel, Hilary Hershner, Liz Darnall, & Brandon Whyte 

 

Chairperson Olson called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 

 

Roll call answered with thirteen (13) members present and five (5) members absent. 

 

AGENDA 
 

Public Comment 

No comments were received. 

 

Action Items 

1. Policy Board Minutes from October 22 2020 meeting. 

Roy Heseman moved to approve the minutes from October 22, 2020. Seconded by Ashley Vanorny. The 

motion carried.  

 

2. Annual Organizational Meeting 

Chairperson Olson mentioned that during the Executive Committee it was recommended that for 2021 they 

keep the same elected officials; Scott Olson for Chairperson and Chuck Hinz as Vice Chairperson.  

 

Brad Hart motioned to uphold the consideration of Executive Committee’s recommendation for 

Chairperson and Vice Chairperson. Seconded by Lon Pluckhahn. The motion carried. 

 

 

 

Member Present Not Present Alternate Notes 

Chuck Hinz X    

Scott Olson X    

Brad Hart X    

Ashley Vanorny X    

Scott Overland X    

Jeff Pomeranz X    

Sandi Fowler X    

Jen Winter X    

Ken DeKeyser  X   

Roy Heseman X    

Adam Thompson  X   

Bernie Frieden X    

Bill Bennett  X   

Louie Zumbach  X   

Grant Harper X    

Randy Strnad X    

Lon Pluckhahn X    

Eric Van Kerckhove  X   



 

 

 

 

 

Chairperson Olson mentioned that the Policy Board needs to review the consideration of ISU, Institute for 

Transportation, SUDAS Program recommendation for reappointment of Ken DeKeyser as the MPO region 

representative on the SUDAS Board. Bill Micheel shared that the SUDAS board did make the 

recommendation for Ken DeKeyser to stay on. 

 

Sandi Fowler motioned for reappointment of Ken DeKeyser as the MPO region representative on the 

SUDAS Board. Seconded by Jen Winter. The motion carried.  

 

Micheel shared a list of Policy Board Representatives for 2021. Micheel would like Policy Board to review 

the list and let MPO Staff know if there are any changes. Micheel shared some of the new representatives. 

He also reviewed the Policy Board Alternates and requested that if there are any changes please contact 

MPO Staff. Micheel also shared the Executive Committee Members and TTAC Members. Micheel shared 

some of the changes.  

 

Micheel mentioned that Policy Board needs to review the MPO Vision and Mission Statement. He reviewed 

the Vision Statement which is; create a pre-eminent integrated land use and multi-modal transportation 

system that meets sustainable regional growth expectations, supports economic vitality and quality of life, 

efficiently moves people and goods while sustaining and improving the regions’ livability and environment 

in the Corridor MPO Region. He reviewed the Mission Statement which is; creating sustainable 

communities through regional planning and civic engagement.  

 

Micheel also reviewed the MPO Goals; and mentioned that some of them have changed. The goals are: (1) 

Increase the safety and security of the transportation system for all users; (2) support the economic vitality 

of the region by enhancing global competitiveness, travel and tourism; (3) prioritize transportation 

investments that result in sustainable development, increased public health, and preservation and 

enhancement of the environment; (4) increase the accessibility, mobility, and connectivity of the 

transportation system, across and between modes, for people and freight; (5) invest in resilient, efficient 

system management and operations that also promotes energy conservation; (6) maximize preservation of 

the existing transportation system (7) mitigate storm water impacts of surface transportation to improve the 

resiliency and reliability of the transportation system. 

 

Micheel reviewed the role of Executive Committee Members which is: (1) provide supervision to MPO 

Staff, Subcommittees, and Advisory Committees; (2) review and provide recommendations on planning 

documents and funding decisions to the Policy Board; (3) approve amendments to the Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) that do not involve Corridor MPO funding such as adding a project, deleting 

a project, or changing the amount of funding for a project; (4) exercise such additional powers as may be 

delegated by the Corridor MPO Policy Board. 

 

Micheel reviewed the role of Policy Board Members which is: (A) Power and duty to prepare appropriate 

studies and plans required to meet current and long-term community needs; (B) adopt plans include 

transportation, open space, land use, utility hazard mitigation, housing, others; (C) Communicate and 

deliver plans to member jurisdictions; (D) Facilitate effective and harmonious planning of the region served 

by the MPO; (E) Prepare annual work plans and budgets to comply with federal and state agency 

requirements.  

 

Micheel reviewed the role of TTAC Members which is to review and provide recommendations on 

necessary plans and projects based on the technical elements of the plans and projects.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Micheel reviewed the role of MPO Staff which is: (1) implementing the mission of the Corridor MPO; (2) 

Provide technical assistance and planning services to member jurisdictions; (3) Providing leadership in 

planning and promoting an integrated, multimodal transportation system; (4) Working with Policy Board 

and its committees to develop strategies, goals, objectives and plans related to transportation and related 

land use issues; (5) Developing positive working relationships with member jurisdictions and building 

consensus among stake holders  (6) Procuring funding and developing funding sources; (7) Evaluating 

plans and strategies to promote the goals and objectives of the Corridor MPO; (8) Overseeing the general 

administrative functions of the Corridor MPO; (9) Executing and overseeing the contracts with consultants, 

as approved by the Policy Board. 

 

3. 2017 – 2021 Safety Performance Measure Targets 

Liz Darnall shared a presentation on the 2017 – 2021 Safety Performance Measure Targets. She states that 

the Iowa DOT submits Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) report to Federal Highway. She 

stated that the report includes Iowa’s 2017-2021 safety targets; these were updated from the 2015-2019 

targets which were approved by the Policy Board 2 years ago. Darnall mentions that within 180 days of 

HSIP report, MPOs must either agree to support the state’s targets by agreeing to plan and program projects 

so they contribute toward the accomplishment of the state’s target for the performance measure, or set a 

quantifiable target for the performance measure for the MPO. She shared a chart of the Safety Targets for 

2017-2021. She noted that MPO targets apply for all public roadways within the MPO’s planning area 

boundary, regardless of functional classification or ownership. She stated that Staff’s recommendation is to 

recommend to the Policy Board that the Corridor MPO supports the State’s targets for the safety 

performance measures. Darnall also stated that TTAC also recommended support of the State’s safety 

targets as well as was the Executive Committee’s recommendation. 

 

Vice Chairperson Hinz motioned to support the Iowa DOT targets. Seconded by Vanorny. The motion 

carried. 

 

4. 2018-2021 Adjusted Reliability and Freight Performance Measure Targets 

Liz Darnall shared the 2018-2021 Adjusted Reliability and Freight Performance Measure Targets. She 

stated that the Iowa DOT submits mid-performance period progress repots to Federal Highway providing 

updates on progress toward targets: (1) pavement and bridge condition (PM2); (2) system and freight 

reliability (PM3); (3) Iowa DOT adjusted their targets for PM3. Darnall mentioned that the Corridor MPO 

Policy Board supported the original PM3 targets, now have to take one of the following actions on the 

adjusted measures: support the state’s adjusted targets by agreeing to plan and program projects so that they 

contribute toward the accomplishment of the target for those performance measures, or commit to a new 

quantifiable target for the performance measure for the MPO. She shared a chart of the adjusted reliability 

and freight targets for 2018-2021. Darnall mentioned that the MPO targets apply for all public roadways 

within the MPO’s planning area boundary, regardless of functional classification or ownership. She also 

stated that Staff’s recommendation is to recommend to the Policy Board that the Corridor MPO supports 

the State’s targets for the adjusted performance measures. Additionally she stated that TTAC and Executive 

Committee both recommend to support the State’s targets for the adjusted performance measures.  

 

Heseman motioned to support the Iowa DOT’s adjusted targets. Seconded by Jeff Pomeranz. The motion 

carried. 

 

5. Update on STBG and TAP Balances 

Brandon Whyte shared an update on STBG and TAP Balances. Whyte shared charts on the STBG Balance 

FFY20 Qu4 and STBG Balance FFY21 Qu1. He showed where the compliance line in the charts are and 

shared that the MPO’s goal is to be under the line and in compliance. He mentioned that currently we are  



 

 

 

 

 

not in compliance, we are over. However he mentioned that for STBG there are no actions taken if we are 

not compliant.  

 

Whyte shared the TAP Balances FFY20 Qu4 and TAP Balances FFY21 Qu1 charts. He shared that the 

MPO is in compliance. If we were not in compliance the MPO could lose funding, but the MPO has been 

compliant since FFY20 Qu4.  

 

Micheel shared his appreciation of MPO staff and member jurisdictions to help make sure that the MPO is 

in compliance.  

 

Grant Harper questioned how the level of compliance is determined. Whyte responded that they take the 

amount of TAP given in a given year and multiple that by 4 and that is what determines the compliance 

level.   

 

Reports/Member Updates 

Micheel shared some items that will be coming in 2021 

• New initiatives in the LRTP 

• Planning Grants 

o Linn County 

o Marion 

• Next LRTP Update – Travel Demand Model 

 

Cathy Cutler – 2021 – Iowa DOT 

• Tower Terrace Interchange 

• Bridge deck overlay on Glass/Coldstream 

• Rebuilding 380/80 Interchange 

 

Bernie Frieden shared a quick update on the Fairfax project. 

 

Adjournment 

Vanorny motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Randy Strnad. The motioned carried. The 

meeting was adjourned at 2:08 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Amy Cannon, Administrative Assistant  

 


