
 

 

 

 
CORRIDOR MPO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Virtual Meeting 

Wednesday, October 14, 2020 at 8:30 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MPO Staff Present: Hilary Hershner, Brandon Whyte, & Bill Micheel 

Non-MPO Staff Present: Todd Steigerwaldt (City of Marion), Jill Ackerman (City of Marion), Tim Mroch 

(City of Cedar Rapids), Randy Burke (Linn County) 

 

Chairperson Olson called the meeting to order at 8:30AM.  

 

Roll Call was answered with six (6) members present. 

 

Public Comment Period 

There were no public comments received.  

 

AGENDA 

Action/Discussion Items 
 

1. Approve Minutes – July 8 2020 

Brent Oleson motioned to approve the July 8, 2020 Executive Committee minutes. Bill Bennett seconded. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Corridor MPO Study and Plan Grant 

Hilary Hershner shared the Corridor MPO Study and Plan Grant. She shared that the purpose and 

background of this Study and Plan Grant is to hire consultant to complete a transportation related 

plan or study it is up to $95000 in federal planning funds from Corridor MP when paired with 

20% match, the total project funding equals 120000. The MPO will be primary project manager 

and public engagement will be included.  Hershner share an updated timeline for the study and 

plan grant.  She mentioned that there are three phases for this Study and Plan Grant project. She 

stated that they are currently in the last part of phase one; call for project applications, 

application review and selection. She shared the timeframe for phase two and phase three. 

Hershner shared that the MPO received three applications from four member jurisdictions. Linn 

County submitted the Highway 100 Bridge over Cedar River (Biechler Bridge); The City of 

Marion submitted Indian Creek Recreation Access Concept Plan and the Cities of Cedar Rapids 

and Hiawatha submitted jointly for the Edgewood Road Extension PRID Study.  

 

Member Present Not Present Notes 

Scott Olson – Chairperson  X   

Chuck Hinz – Vice Chairperson  X  

Bill Bennett X   

Bernie Frieden X   

Grant Harper X   

Brent Oleson X   

Eric Van Kerckhove  X  

Adam Thompson X   



 

 

 

Hershner reviewed the Linn County submitted project. She reviewed the details and shared a 

map of the project. She stated that Linn County requested the entire $95,000 and will give a 

match of $155,000 for a project total of $250,000. Hershner shared how this project meets all 

seven LRTP (Long Range Transportation Plan) goals from the 2045 LRTP. 

 

Hershner reviewed the City of Marion’s submitted project. She reviewed the details of the 

project and shared a map of the project and some potential photos. She stated that the City of 

Marion is requesting $48,000 and they are planning to give a match of $12,000 for a total project 

amount of $60,000. Hershner shared that this project meets all seven LRPT goals from the 2045 

LRTP.  

 

Hershner reviewed the Cities of Cedar Rapids and Hiawatha’s submitted project. She reviewed 

the details of the project and shared a map of the project. She shared that there was a study done 

in 2008 but it needs to be updated. This project is requesting the full $95,000 and will give a 

match of $25,000 to the project for a total of $120,000. She shared that this project meets all 

seven LRPT goals from the 2045 LRTP.  

 

Chairman Olson asked for clarification on the process of how to make a recommendation for this 

particular item and if MPO staff could review what the goals and purpose are for this project.  

Bill Micheel shared that the MPO has some extra money and wanted to offer it for a study. He 

mentioned that the Committee could recommend either one project for full-funding or split-

funding for multiple projects at a lesser amount for each project. Micheel also reviewed the 

goals, purpose and process of the Study and Plan Grant. Grant Harper asked if this would be an 

annual availability of funds. Micheel stated that they forecasted availability in next year’s 

funding.  

 

Harper requested for more information on the timing of the City of Marion project. Guest Todd 

Steigerwaldt (City of Marion) responded. He shared that the project committee started meeting in 

the winter of 2018. He stated that the project committee would like to expand on the existing trail 

to get people on the trail down into the creek for recreational, education, and enjoyment; 

additionally to stabilize flash flooding of the creek. He stated that in 2019, the project committee 

created a focus point and explained some of the options planned. He mentioned that he does not 

want to lose momentum on the project and would like this project funded. Guest Jill Ackerman 

(City of Marion) shared the importance of this project.  

 

Chairman Olson asked if anyone for the City of Cedar Rapids and City of Hiawatha wanted to 

speak on behalf of that project. Guest Tim Mroch (City of Cedar Rapids) commented on the 

project. He stated that this project would be an update on the study that was completed in 2008. 

He also mentioned that this study goes along with the interchange and the work on Tower 

Terrace Rd.   

 

Oleson commented on the Linn County project due to Guest Randy Burke (Linn County) was 

having technical issues. Oleson mentioned that this project would is important in connecting 

trails that have already been funded on either side of the Cedar River. 

 



 

 

 

Micheel shared that all projects have value and that Brandon Whyte does have an MPO 

perspective on all three proposed projects. Whyte shared that there has been a lot of work done 

on the City of Marion’s project; which is a positive, and that this project does not utilize all of 

the funding available. He also mentions that out of the three projects, this project is the least 

tided directly to transportation. Whyte then spoke on the Linn County project. He stated that this 

project has funded trails on either side of the proposed bridge connection and this project is in 

the vision plan. He also mentioned that it does have a transportation connection. He did state that 

this project could be funded with TIP funds. Whyte then spoke about the City of Cedar Rapids 

and Hiawatha project. He mentioned that the MPO does not have an Edgewood Rd project in the 

fiscally constrained projects at this time. He also pointed out that this plan is important for 

development in the future and looks at the cost-benefit analysis of this area. Whyte also shared 

that the funding requested for this project is not what MPO staff believed it will be and he also 

mentioned the funding requests for the other two projects as well; the Linn County project would 

be adding in more than what is being requested and the City of Marion would come in under 

budget. Whyte also reminded the Committee that funding for this Study and Plan Grant will be 

available next year as well. Micheel mentioned that they would like to do one project instead of 

funding multiple projects at this time, but could make it work if the Committee would like to 

split the funding between multiple projects.   

 

Chairperson made a recommendation of split-funding the Linn County ($55,000) and Marion 

($40,000) project. Harper also agreed.  

 

Oleson motioned to recommend to provide the split-funding recommendation of the Linn County 

project at $55,000 and Marion project at $40,000) to the Policy Board for the Study and Plan 

Grant.  Harper seconded the motion. Micheel asked the two representatives for each project, if 

each of their projects were able to move forward in the start of 2021 with partial funding. Oleson 

stated that the Linn County project would be able to move forward with partial funding. 

Steigerwaldt stated that the Marion project would also be able to move forward with partial 

funding.  The motion carried.   
 

Reports/Member Updates.  

None 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 9:37 am.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Amy Cannon, Administrative Assistant 

Community Development 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


