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3. Building Form  
Traditional buildings have rectilinear forms, and these are generally preferred in the established 
neighborhoods. However, more diversity in building form can still be compatible where the overall 
mass and scale is similar to that of traditional structures in the neighborhood.  
 

Guideline:  
Using building forms that are similar to those seen traditionally in the neighborhood is 
encouraged.  

 Other forms that help to reduce the perceived scale of buildings are also appropriate.   
 

4. Roof Form  
Traditional buildings have rectilinear forms, and these are 
generally preferred in the established neighborhoods. 
However, more diversity in roof form can still be compatible 
where the overall mass and scale is similar to that of 
traditional structures in the neighborhood.  
 

Guideline:  
Using roof forms that are similar to those seen traditionally in the neighborhood is encouraged.  

 Traditional buildings have sloped roofs and these are generally preferred in established 
neighborhoods.  

 Sloping roof forms are typical; these include gable and hip types.  

 Other roof forms that help to reduce the perceived scale of buildings are also appropriate.  

 Flat roofs may also be appropriate depending on style.  If a roof is pitched, it should generally 
have at least an 8/12 pitch.  

 
5. Building Height  
A key objective is to reduce the perceived scale of new buildings, while accommodating some 
increase in actual building heights. This is generally achieved by keeping the height of the building 
wall relatively low. In some areas including space in a floor worked into a sloping roof form is a 
technique that reduces building height. 
 

Guidelines:  
Separate taller buildings from adjacent properties with greater side yard setbacks.  

 Traditionally, taller buildings have occurred on larger lots, where larger side yard setbacks can 
be used to separate the building mass from adjacent properties. This tradition should continue. 
Where planning a full two-story building, for example, provide larger setbacks.  

 Minimize the impact on small neighboring single family homes.  
 

Consider incorporating a second floor within the roof form.  
 This building type, termed a “one and a half story” helps to reduce perceived building mass 

while providing a substantial amount of floor area on the upper level.  
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Rehabilitation  
These guidelines can be applied to improvements in all of the core neighborhoods of Cedar Rapids.  In 
order for rehabilitation to be eligible the following guideline must be met in addition to all other guidelines 
in this document. 

 
Gut Rehab: will require projects involving extensive rehabilitation in terms of total 
removal and replacement of all interior (non-structural) systems, equipment, 
components or features of the existing structure to be rehabilitated or converted, 
whereby the existing structure will be reduced (as part of the rehabilitation or 
conversion of the structure) down to the basic structure or exterior building shell 
(e.g., the foundation system; exterior walls; roofs; and interior structural 
components such as columns, beams, floors and structural bearing walls). Gut 
rehabilitation may also include structural and non-structural modifications to the 
exterior of the structure.  All other Green Streets criteria and program requirements 
must be met. 


