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 “Your City” Newsletter Changes to E-Newsletter
Next month, this newsletter will no longer be mailed to all residents in the city of Cedar Rapids. Sign 
up for the monthly newsletter online at www.CedarRapidsCityNews.org.  Beginning in July, this 
newsletter will be e-mailed to everyone who signs up. This new method of distribution will provide 
for quicker, more frequent delivery of Your City and save on printing and mailing costs.   

City Facilities and Parks & Recreation Open House June 23
The City of Cedar Rapids kicks off a series of three open houses this month to gather feedback on rebuilding fl ood-damaged 

City facilities and planning for Parks and Recreation facilities and programs.

INSIDE:

The City is combining its facilities 
and parks and recreation public 

participation processes to make the events 
more convenient for residents. The fi rst 
open house will provide information on 
the needs, the process, and work to date 
in both areas. The second open house on 
August 18 will provide information on 
facility and programming options, and 
the fi nal open house on October 6 will 
provide information on selected options. 

“The City needs to make some critical decisions about 
how and where we provide services, and how to ensure we 
provide the highest quality of life for current and future 
residents, within our budget constraints,” said City Council 
Member Tom Podzimek. “It is critical that all Cedar Rapids 
residents attend these open houses and provide feedback.” 

PARKS AND RECREATION – 
Cedar Rapids Parks and Recreation became one department 
in 2007, and began work on the master plan in 2008. The 
department needs input now to review the fi ndings to date 
and assist with making recommendations for future growth 
of the parks and recreation system.

The master plan will provide options regarding: 
• Development and recreational uses for the greenway 

and riverfront;
• Trails and connectivity between parks;
• Neighborhood parks and open space needs for a 

 growing community; and,
•  Indoor recreation and the grass 
 roots initiative for a multi-
 generational community life center.

To date, the department has conducted 
pre-and post-fl ood needs assessment 
surveys, inventory and scoring of current 
parks and their amenities and analysis to 
determine 
where 

service and facilities do not 
meet needs. 

PUBLIC FACILITIES – 
More than 300 City facilities 
were damaged in the fl ood, 
including many large customer 
service buildings such as the 
Veterans Memorial Building, 
library, central fi re station and 
the public works building. 
During this series of open 
houses, residents will be able 
to examine several options for 
rebuilding public facilities:

1) Return to existing buildings 
as they were at the time of 
the fl ood;

(OPEN HOUSE continued on page 6)

THE FIRST 
OPEN HOUSE WILL BE... 

Tuesday, June 23
4-7 p.m.

Crowne Plaza Hotel Ballroom, 
350 First Avenue NE
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City Council Approves 
Neighborhood Reinvestment Plan

The City Council has approved the Neighborhood Reinvestment Plan 
to guide development in the 10 fl ood-affected neighborhoods over 

the next 10 to 15 years.

The plan was developed during the 116-day Neighborhood Planning 
Process – an unprecedented, intense public participation process. 
The Neighborhood Planning Process involved 1,400 community 
participants, more than 100 City staff facilitators and 6,000 hours of 
community planning.

“Cities that recover successfully and rapidly from natural disasters, 
fi rst develop plans that have community support,” said City Manager 
Jim Prosser. “Cedar Rapids’ citizens turned out in record numbers and 
helped us to develop a fl ood protection plan in 120 days last year, and 
now neighborhood reinvestment plans in 116 days.”

A survey of communities impacted by natural disasters found that those 
without a plan struggled to move forward and often had to stop and go 
through the planning process long after the disaster.

The City’s planning process stands out when compared to normal 
practices because a community typically accomplishes only one 
neighborhood plan over a year’s time. 

“With the help of our citizens, the City is making great progress on 
its fl ood recovery plan and that will continue as we implement the 
Framework Plan,” said Community Development Director Christine 
Butterfi eld.

The community also helped create Action Plans to implement the 
Neighborhood Reinvestment Plan. During the April 25 and May 
5 meetings, participants created 500 action items that the City 
incorporated into the Action Plans. A detailed list of these plans will be 
published on the City’s Web site June 15. 

In addition, the City Council extended the term of the Neighborhood 
Planning Process Steering Committee to provide oversight and outreach 
for the Action Plans as they are implemented. The City will host two 
public open houses to report planning progress in November of 2009 
and May of 2010.  

2) Return to existing buildings with both 
sustainability and functional upgrades; and, 

3) Consider new buildings, alternative 
locations, and the possibility of co-locating 
various community partner operations 
together.

“We need to know what is most important 
to the residents of Cedar Rapids, whether 
it’s convenience, cost, usage, effi ciency, 
sustainability or other ideas that we haven’t 
considered yet,” said City Manager Jim Prosser. 
“Their feedback is important to the 
City Council as they make decisions for 
buildings and facilities designed to last for 
the next 50 to 100 years.”

Learn more information about this 
series of open houses at the City’s Web site, 
www.cedar-rapids.org, and by signing up 
for the City’s e-newsletter at 
www.CedarRapidsCityNews.org.  

City Facilities and Parks & 
Recreation Open House June 23
(continued from page 1)

GET INVOLVED!
In a continued effort to gather feedback 
from community members, the City has 

formed the “Citizen’s Feedback Network.”

If you are interested in participating in 
the Network, please contact Deb Stalkfl eet 

in the City Manager’s Offi ce at 
(319) 286-5053 or 

d.stalkfl eet@cedar-rapids.org
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