
PARKS, WATERWAYS & RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES – 08/16/16 
 
The Cedar Rapids Parks, Waterways & Recreation Commission met on Tuesday, August 16, 2016 at City Services Center, 
500 15th Ave. SW, Cedar Rapids, IA  52404.  
 
PRESENT:   Jeff McLaud, Felicia Wyrick, Jackie Thompson-Oster, Darrel Wrider, Debbie Schroeder, Bill Unger, 

Lindsey Podzimek, Becky Stonawski, Michelle Barker,  
STAFF:  Sven Leff, Angie Cole, Gail Loskill, Lisa Miller, June Schumacher 
ABSENT:  Don Clow, Chris Thoms 

 
1. Meeting called to order at 7:34 am.  

 
2. Bill Unger motioned to approve the 07/19/16 Minutes, Michelle Barker seconded, minutes approved as written. 

 
3. Public Comment:  There was no public comment. 

 
4. OLD BUSINESS:   

a. BBQ Roundup/Fundraising Report – Tabled until September. 
 

5. NEW BUSINESS:   
a. Harbor Plan Approval – Angie Cole presented a request for approval of a harbor dock rebuild plan. The 

tenant will be adding conforming floats. Bill Unger motioned to approve the plan, Felicia Wyrick seconded, 
motion approved. 

b. River Event Endorsement – Fire on the River Drag Boat Races. Felicia Wyrick motioned for the Commission 
to endorse this event, Bill seconded, motion approved. 

c. Bike CR Presentation & Discussion – Ron Griffith discussed the trail projects and goals for the City of Cedar 
Rapids. Ron provided handouts and talked about connectivity. The next five years will see growth. Staff is 
working on mile marker signage. Members asked for a link for the trails map. Ron stated he would see if he 
could provide that. 

d. Northwest Recreation Center – Angie Cole gave a presentation on the Northwest Recreation Center. All staff 
will be out of Ambroz by the end of October. Programs will begin at the Northwest Rec Center after Labor 
Day 
 

6. REPORTS: 
a. Sports Tourism Report:    

NCAA bids were submitted last week in cooperation with: 
• Upper Iowa University 

o DII Women’s Volleyball Nationals, December 2021 
o DII Basketball Nationals, March 2022 

• Iowa Conference 
o DIII Women’s Volleyball Nationals, November 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 
o DIII Women’s Softball Nationals, May 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 
o DIII Baseball Nationals, May 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 

 

 GO Cedar Rapids has made it to the site tour stage in their bid to host the 2018 and 2020 NAIA Men’s & 
Women’s Cross Country Nationals.  Seminole Valley Cross Country Course and city will be toured on 
September 1.  Mount Mercy University is the host institution. 

 

 Staff hopes to have a decision on the bid to host the U.S. Figure Skating Great Lakes Regionals this week.  
GO Cedar Rapids is working with Eastern Iowa Figure Skating Club and Cedar Rapids Ice Arena on this 
event. 

 
 



b. Director’s Report – The Director’s Report was distributed via e-mail.   The Northwest Recreation Center 
ribbon cutting will be Thursday, August 25th at 3:00 pm. 

c. Council Report – None – Susie not in attendance. 
d. Public Input – Grateful the new Northwest Recreation Center is coming to the NW side of town. Looking 

forward to the grand opening 8/25/16. 
e. Commissions Report/Agenda Items: The new Cedar Rapids Parks Foundation is on social media – Twitter, 

Facebook. Please like the page and share. Working on a Go Fund Your Park initiative that the Foundation 
was selected to participate in. Goal is to raise $13,000 for a Ropes Play Structure to be constructed at Bever 
Park.  Giving is done through the social media page. Felicia Wyrick reported that the Friends of Cedar Lake 
are working with the city and Alliant Energy to secure grant funding for the Phase II Environmental Study. 
The plan is to have the transfer of ownership by the end of this year. 

7. Motion to adjourn, Felicia Wyrick, seconded by Darrel Wrider – Meeting adjourned. 
 
NEXT MEETING –Tuesday, September 20, 2016 at 7:30 AM – City Services Center – Five Seasons Conference Room – 1st 
Floor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, June Schumacher 
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