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About City Rapids
The City of Cedar Rapids lies on both banks of the Cedar River and is the second largest city in Iowa. The City is
70.80 square miles and is located in Linn County. Did you know…

We are the second largest city in the state.
The largest corn processing city in the world.
One of the leading manufacturing regions in the United States.
One of the leading bio processing and food ingredient centers in North America.
Cedar Rapids is home to almost 300 different manufacturing plants and two dozen Fortune 500 companies,
including Rockwell Collins, AEGON, General Mills, Cargill, Penford, Quaker Oats, Archer Daniels Midland and
Nordstrom. Our city anchors Iowa's Creative Corridor.
Cedar Rapids was named one of the 10 Best Affordable Places to Live, 2015 by Livability.com.
Cedar Rapids was named the best city in the United States for children, 2015 by SmartAsset.com.
Cedar Rapids was named the All America City winner by the National Civic League in 2014.

History of the “City of Five Seasons”
In 1968, a local advertising agency, Creswell, Munsell, Fultz & Zirbel (CMF&Z), created an identity initiative to
position Cedar Rapids as a distinctive destination known widely for a valuable asset. They capitalized on the fact
that commuting time in Cedar Rapids is much shorter than larger cities in other areas of the country, thereby
providing time for more enjoyable lifestyle. Bill Munsell and Gary Anderson created a memorable city
identifier… a slogan that defined the City’s important point of difference. Mr. Anderson designed the logo,
resembling a five point star. The new logo and branding line were accompanied by this explanation: “Life is the
sum of all the seasons with which it is filled. And if we have time to enjoy the things most important to us, life is
rich and full indeed. In Cedar Rapids there is time enough….time to enjoy the seasons as they pass. Extra time.
Precious time. A fifth season.”

By 1975, the Cedar Rapids Area Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) and the City of Cedar Rapids had adopted
the “Five Seasons.” In 1993, Mr. Munsell and Mr. Anderson teamed up again to raise more than $800K in
private donations and in kind contractors’ support to build a 60 foot tall version of the “Five Seasons” logo
called the “Tree of Five Seasons,” near the Cedar River in downtown Cedar Rapids. The stainless steel
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monument was erected on April 3, 1996 and officially dedicated to the city on May 18, 1996. The “City of Five
Seasons” symbol and slogan are registered trademarks of the City of Cedar Rapids.

Population

Cedar Rapids
Population
126,326

Median Age
35.3 years

Cedar Rapids
Population % Change

since 2000
4.6%

Linn County
Population
211,226

Population by Age Population by Race
Under 18 29,646 White 111,144
18 – 24 14,159 African American 7,046
25 – 34 18,837 Asian 2,796
35 – 49 24,428 Other 1,713
50 – 64 22,684 Identified by 2 or

more categories
3,627

65 and over 16,572
Source: United States Census. (2010). American Fact Finder. Retrieved from http://factfinder.census.gov/

Key Point Road use tax revenue from the State is distributed on a per capita basis for the City. Changes from
an official census impacts the revenue a City receives to assist with construction, repair, and maintenance of
Iowa’s road infrastructure. Over the past decade the City of Cedar Rapids, which is considered an urban area in
Iowa, has seen one of the highest increases in population while rural Iowa communities has seen a decrease in
population over the same time period.

Community
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Education
Cedar Rapids has a variety of education opportunities available including private, public, secondary, and higher
education institutions. Education attainment information is as follows.

High school graduate or higher
Percent of persons age 25 34 years 94.7%
Percent of persons age 35 44 years 94.5%
Percent of persons age 45 64 years 92.3%
Percent of persons age 64 years and older 76%

Bachelor's degree or higher
Percent of persons age 25 34 years 33.8%
Percent of persons age 35 44 years 31.1%
Percent of persons age 45 64 years 28.8%
Percent of persons age 64 years and older 18.3%

Source: United States Census. (2010). American Fact Finder. Retrieved from http://factfinder.census.gov/

Median Household Income
Cedar Rapids Iowa

$54,465 $52,716
Source: United States Census. (2010 2014). American Fact Finder. Retrieved from http://factfinder.census.gov/

The City of Cedar Rapids median household income of $54,465 is $1,749 more than the median household
income in Iowa of $52,716.

Climate
Average Temperature 48.2F
Average Annual Precipitation 34.61 inches
Average Annual Snowfall 26.7 inches

Source: National Weather Service. (2010). Climate normals. Retrieved from http://www.weather.gov/dmx/climatenormals

Key Point The climate can have a strong impact on City services and budget in several departments across the
City such as water, public works, golf, parks and recreation, building services, and public safety.

In a typical year the City budgets for 20 – 25 snow or ice events of which 6 of these events are considered all
plows or major events. In years with above average snow and ice events, the City either has to increase funding
to public works through use of reserve funds or decrease operating expenditures set aside for spring/summer
programs.

Minimal rain and no snow as well as comfortable temperatures can extend the golf season late into the year or
allow for earlier spring starts. Whereas rain and snow events can impact the season and cause revenues to be
under budget. Water revenues can also be impacted during rainy periods as less water is consumed for watering
lawns and vegetation which reduces water revenues.

Utilities
The City of Cedar Rapids provides the utilities of water, sewer, storm sewer, solid waste, recycling, and yard
waste. Private entities provide telecommunications, wireless, and electric service.

Key Point The City of Cedar Rapids has a large concentration of industries that take advantage of the water
and sewer infrastructure currently in place. For instance, the City distributes enough water to serve one million
residential customers and treats sewage that would be produced for one and half million residential customers.
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The large infrastructure currently in place makes the City of Cedar Rapids an attractive place to locate an
industry. Adding additional industries and other customers increases the property tax base.

Transportation
Interstate 380 runs north south through Cedar Rapids. Highways 30, 151, 218, 100, 13 also serve the City.
Located 7 minutes from downtown Cedar Rapids is the Eastern Iowa Airport that connects with other regional
and international airports. Cedar Rapids Transit provides convenient transportation throughout the city offering
services directly provided or partially funded by Cedar Rapids Transit.

Health Care
A medical Self Supporting Municipal Improvement District (SSMID) was approved in 2010. A medical district is
where many healthcare needs are met in one area. Cedar Rapids’ major medical service providers include
Mercy Medical Hospital, Physicians Clinic of Iowa, and St. Luke’s Hospital.

Cedar Rapids ranked #9 “Healthiest Small Cities in America”.
Source: Dailyfinance. (February 2014). Retrieved from http://www.dailyfinance.com/on/america healthiest small cities/

Public Safety
The Cedar Rapids Police Department provides crime prevention and investigation services, as well as patrol and
community policing programs. The Cedar Rapids Fire Department provides firefighting, emergency medical
services, hazardous materials teams, and fire prevention services. Program statisics for these areas are noted
below.

Parks and Recreation
The Parks and Recreation Department provides park maintenance, recreation programs, activities, facilities, and
aquatic options. Program statisics are noted below.

Function/Program
Calendar Year

2015

Police
Calls for service 141,566
Adult arrest 6,669
Juvenile arrest 1,121
Speeding citations 1,446
Traffic citations 5,646

Fire
Total fire runs 5,054
Total rescue runs 5,635

Function/Program
Calendar Year

2015
Parks and Recreation

Recreation Program Attendance 139,243
Aquatics Program Attendance 191,781
Golf rounds played 96,684
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Cedar Rapids offers a variety of cultural, park, and recreational activities such as:
2 outdoor aquatic centers, 3 outdoor pools, and 1 indoor pool, splash pads
4 golf courses – Ellis, Gardner, Twin Pines, and Jones
3,360 acres of city owned park property such as Noelridge Park greenhouse and flower gardens, athletic
fields, pavilions, volleyball courts, and playgrounds
A year round schedule of recreational and leisure activities for all ages and special programs for people with
disabilities
Ushers Ferry Historic Village – historical perspective of a small town at the turn of the 20th century
Trails
Farmers market
Municipal band

For more additional activities and information, visit the City’s website at www.cedar rapids.org.

Noelridge Flower Garden

Cherry Hill Aquatic Center

Golf

Usher’s Ferry Historic Village
Trails & Recreation
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Cedar Rapids is home to almost 300 different manufacturing plants and two dozen Fortune 500 companies.
Cedar Rapids principal employers are in the manufacturing or service industry.

2015 Principal Employers Top 10

Source: Cedar Rapids Metro Economic Alliance. (2015).

Key Point The City of Cedar Rapids has a large and diverse tax base due to substantial commercial, health
care, food processing, manufacturing, telecommunication, and aerospace companies. This diversification allows
the City to continue to see moderate growth in its tax base each year during a time of economic downturn in
many communities.

Residential Home Sales
The average residential home sale price over the recent past 5 years reported in Cedar Rapids has been $167K.

Calendar
Year

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Average
Sale Price

151,701 157,194 152,746 151,211 154,852 153,547 162,291 172,619 169,903 178,498

Sold
Price/List
Price

100.68% 97.44% 93.10% 95.98% 97.27% 97.21% 96% 97.8% 97.8% 98%

Source: Cedar Rapids Association of Realtors. (2016)

Key Point The average sales price in 2015 was a 10 year high for Cedar Rapids.

Economy

Employer Employees

Rockwell Collins Inc. 8700
Transamerica 3800
St. Luke's Hospital 2979
Cedar Rapids Community School District 2879
Nordstrom Direct 2150
Mercy Medical Center 2140
City of Cedar Rapids 1309
Four Oaks 1100
Quaker Foods and Snacks 1018
Linn-Mar Community School District 987
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Employment by Industry
The largest share of jobs are in the manufacturing, health care, and retail trade categories.

Source: United States Census. (2010 2014). American Fact Finder. Retrieved from http://factfinder.census.gov/

2015 Principal Property Taxpayers

Source: Linn County Auditor's Office. (2015).

Agriculture,
forestry, fishing
and hunting, and

mining:
1% Construction

6%

Manufacturing
16%

Wholesale trade
3%

Retail trade
14%

Transportation
and warehousing

4%

Utilities
1%

Information
3%

Finance and
insurance

6%

Real estate and
rental and leasing

2%

Professional,
scientific, and

management, and
administrative and
waste management

services:
11%

Educational
services
8%

Health care and
social assistance

13%

Arts,
entertainment, and

recreation
1%

Accommodation
and food services

6%

Other services,
except public
administration

4%

Public
administration

2%

Taxable
Assessed 

Taxpayer Value

Alliant Industries 210,832,656
ADM Corn Processing 73,687,814          
Aegon USA 67,183,151          
International Paper 48,224,000          
St. Lukes Hospital & Clinics 41,278,382          
SDG Macerich Properties (Lindale Mall) 36,243,137          
Rockwell International 35,550,077          
Hy-Vee 34,123,500          
Terraza 5 LLC 30,480,014          
Wal-Mart Stores/Sam's club 26,938,448          

Total 604,541,179$      
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Key Point The top ten taxpayers account for approximately 10% or $605M of the total City assessed taxable
value of $6 billion. This group consists of electrical/gas utilities, manufacturing, insurance, commercial, and
aerospace companies. The variety of companies in the top ten property taxpayers is one reason the City has seen
a steady increase in taxable values every year.

Cedar Rapids Employment Level
Labor force Employed Persons Unemployed Persons Unemployment Rate

Source: Iowa Workforce Development. (February 2016). Iowa local labor force data. Retrieved from
http://www.iowaworkforce.org/lmi/laborforce/locallaborforce.html

According to Iowa Workforce Development, the overall Cedar Rapids unemployment rate for February 2016 was
4.3%. In comparison, the overall United States unemployment rate was 4.9% in February 2016.
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