
 
                             

Development Services Department                                
City Services Center  
500 15th Avenue SW 
Cedar Rapids Iowa  52404 
 

MINUTES BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Monday, June 13, 2016 - 3:00 PM 

City Hall Council Chamber   
101 1st Street SE – Third Floor 

 
Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Members Present:  Vice-Chair Bill Vernon Sue Lowder, Nancylee Ziese and Jim Vancura 
Absent:   Chair Todd Barker  
 
Staff Present:   Dave Houg, Vern Zakostelecky, Jeff Hintz and Patricia A Pfiffner 
 
Petitioners Present:  Doug Brain-Brain Engineering Inc., Pat Mc Allister-Nesper Sign Advertising Inc.,  

Tom Podzimek-Benchmark Construction, Nathan Vanderhorn, Ben Driscoll-
Driscoll Cabinet & Furniture Co., Gary Philipp-Building & Remodeling,  
Rebecca Rausch, Wayne Jacobs, Aaron Vosmek CR Signs, Inc., Ben Butler  
      

CALL TO ORDER 
Vice Chair Bill Vernon called the June 13, 2016 Board of Adjustment meeting to order at 3:00 PM. 
Attendance taken and a quorum declared. 
 
Item I  COND-022891-2016:    5325 18th Avenue SW   (Conditional Use)   

Consideration of a Conditional Use for  “Contractor Shop” in a C-3 Regional Commercial Zone District 
as requested by (Applicant) Brain Engineering, Inc., for Electrical Concepts (Titleholder).   
Case Manager:   Dave Houg 
 
Disposition:  By a vote of 4-0 the Board of Adjustment approved COND-022891-2016.  No objectors 
present. Following discussion, Nancylee Ziese moved for approval subject to conditions.  Sue Lowder 
seconded, motion carried.   

 
Item II  COND-022923-2015:     931 BLAIRS FERRY ROAD NE   (Conditional Use)   

Consideration of a Conditional Use request for “Outdoor Service Area ” in an C-3 Regional 
Commercial Zone District as requested by Culvers Water Rock (Titleholder) for Rock Top, Inc. David 
Carey, (Applicant).       Case Manager:   Dave Houg 
 
Disposition:  By a vote of 4-0 the Board of Adjustment approved COND-022923-2016.  No objectors 
present. Following discussion, Nancylee Ziese moved for approval subject to conditions.  Sue Lowder 
seconded, motion carried.   
 
 
 



 
Item III  COND-023044-2015:    118 2ND AVENUE SE   (Conditional Use)   

Consideration of a Conditional Use request for a “Roof Signage” in a C-4 Central Business Zone 
District as requested by Nesper Sign Advertising, Inc. for United Fire Group, Co. (Titleholder).           
Case Manager:   Dave Houg 
 
Disposition:  By a vote of 4-0 the Board of Adjustment approved COND-023044-2016.  No objectors 
present. Following discussion, Sue Lowder moved for approval subject to conditions.  Nancylee Ziese 
seconded, motion carried.   
 

Item IV  V26-022986-2016: 2110 Grande Avenue SE   (Variance) 
Consideration of a Variance for “Reduced Side Yard Setbacks” for single story addition to side of the 
house & deck (restroom) in an R-3 Single Family Residence Zone District as requested by   
Sarah Gayer (Titleholder).   Case Manager:  Ruth A Fuessley 
 
Disposition:  By a vote of 4-0 the Board of Adjustment approved V26-022986-2016.  No objectors 
present. Following discussion, Nancylee Ziese moved for approval citing Hardship Not Self- Created.  
Sue Lowder seconded, motion carried.   
 

Item V  V29-023133-2016:    919 FERNWOOD DRIVE NE   (Variance) 
 Consideration of a Variance request for “Reduced Setback” as close as 3’ to the property line in lieu of 

10’ (hot tub) in an R-1 Single Family Residence Zone District as requested by Nathan Vanderhorn 
(Titleholder).  Case Manager: Ruth Fuessley 
 
Disposition:  By a vote of 4-0 the Board of Adjustment approved V29-023133-2016.  No objectors 
present. Following discussion, Sue Lowder moved for approval citing Not Detrimental.  
Nancylee Ziese seconded, motion carried.   
 

Item VI  V31-023185-2016:     2160 BLAKE BOULEVARD SE    (Variance) 
 Consideration of a Variance requesting to “Waive Design Standard(s)” for Detached Accessory 

Structure in an R-1 Single Family Residence Zone District as requested by Driscoll Cabinet & 
Furniture Company (Petitioner).    Case Manager: Ruth Fuessley 

 
Disposition:  By a vote of 4-0 the Board of Adjustment approved V31-023185-2016.  Concerned 
neighbor present to understand the request.  Following discussion, Nancylee Ziese moved for 
approval citing Not Detrimental.  Sue Lowder seconded, motion carried.   

 
Item VII V32-023204-2016:     372 WOODLAND DRIVE SE    (Variance)  
 Consideration of a Variance requesting “ Reduced Corner Side Yard Setback” for Attached Accessory 

Structure (garage) in an R-1 Single Family Residence Zone District as requested by Gary Philipp 
(Petitioner).    Case Manager: Ruth Fuessley 

 
Disposition:  By a vote of 4-0 the Board of Adjustment approved V32-023204-2016.  Concerned 
neighbor present to understand the request.  Following discussion, Nancylee Ziese moved for 
approval citing Unique Circumstances.  Sue Lowder seconded, motion carried.   

 
Item VIII V33-023208-2016:     3131 GROVE COURT SE    (Variance)  
 Consideration of a Variance requesting “Waiver of Design Standards” for Detached Accessory 

Structure (garage) in an R-3 Single Family Residence Zone District as requested by (Titleholder) 
Wayne Jacobs.  No objectors present.      Case Manager: Ruth Fuessley 

 
Disposition:  By a vote of 4-0 the Board of Adjustment approved V33-023208-2016.  Following 
discussion, Sue Lowder moved for approval citing Not Detrimental.  Nancylee Ziese seconded, 
motion carried.   

 
 



Item IX  V34-023230-2016:     4840 NORTH RIVER BLVD NE    (Variance)  
 Consideration of a Variance requesting “Reduced Setback” for  Ground Sign in a C-3 Regional 

Commercial Zone District as requested by (Petitioner) CR Signs for Financial Structures, LLC 
(Titleholder).  No objectors present.      Case Manager: Ruth Fuessley 

 
Disposition:  By a vote of 4-0 the Board of Adjustment approved V34-023230-2016.  Following 
discussion, Nancylee Ziese moved for approval citing Unique Circumstances.  Sue Lowder seconded, 
motion carried.   

 
Item X  V35-023239-2016:     409 – 7th AVENUE SE    (Variance)  
 Consideration requesting a Variance to “Exceed Maximum Allowable Square Footage” for a Wall 

Signage in a C-4 Central Business Zone District as requested by (Petitioner) CR Signs for  
Terry-Durin Company (Titleholder).  No objectors present.      Case Manager: Ruth Fuessley 

 
Disposition:  By a vote of 4-0 the Board of Adjustment approved V34-023230-2016.  Following 
discussion, Nancylee Ziese moved for approval citing Unique Circumstances.  Sue Lowder seconded, 
motion carried.   

 
Item XI  V38-023238-2016:     1503 PRAIRIE ROSE DR SE   (Variance)  
 Consideration requesting a Variance for “Reduced Front Yard Setback” for a 4’ high chain link fence 

in an R-3 Single Family Residence Zone District as requested by Annie & Benjamin Butler 
(Titleholders).  No objectors present.      Case Manager: Ruth Fuessley 

 
Disposition:  By a vote of 4-0 the Board of Adjustment approved V38-23238-2016.  Petition was 
submitted by Petitioners of adjacent neighbors in support of the request.  No objectors present. 
Following discussion, Jim Vancura moved for approval citing Unique Circumstances.  Sue Lowder 
seconded, motion carried.  

 
Old Business 
 Discussion re Zoning Ordinance Amendments 
 
  Jeff Heinz, Community Development, appeared to address Zoning amendment changes to Board. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 4:05 PM, motion carried. 
Prepared by Patricia A Pfiffner 
Recording Secretary Board of ADjustment  
 


