GREEN (R - Environment

GOALS

1. We will have the best parks and trails system in the region.
2. We will dentify and preserve sensitive natural areas.
We will expand habitat for wildlife and public recreation.

3.
4. We will improve habitat connections across the metro for wildlife, water quality
protections, and potential stormwater management options

The Northwest section of the Greater Cedar Natural Vegetation

Rapids region and the Eastern fringes of ST T

o

Cedar Rapids are priority zones for natural
resources inventory and/or protection.

These zones emerge when we layer a
series of maps that consider a number of

environmental factors, including:
e Soil types and topography (slopes)
e (Concentration of birds and other “critters” _ A N
e Areas of natural vegetation gAR uaR Y, T RO
e Flood plain and wetlands TR e T T R i Gy i
o
o

Creek/stream buffers
Parks and trails

e (ther current land uses

The Natural Vegetation map serves as an
example of the maps we have used in this
layering exercise to identify priority zones.

et

Note: These methods do not identify specific natural
resources worthy of special protections but they do
help us locate priority areas for such investigations.
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Implementation Scenario

To achieve protections and connections of environmentally sensitive areas and diverse habitats, employ a
“natural resources overlay district” (NROD) or similar tool. This type of tool could be applied to the Natural
Resources Priority Zones appearing on the map.

Note: NRODs can help prompt developers and others to closely investigate properties for nature/habitat and water protection
opportunities before development.

Natural Resources Priority Zones

EnvisionGR

Concentration of important environmental factors on a scale of 1-10
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Important Enviromental Features

0to 10 scale
0 - 3 (Developable Land)

4-5

“* - 10 (Very Important to Protect)
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GREEN CR - Recreation Parks and Trails FvisionCR (o

Parks Concept Trails Concept
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