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Ideas for Cedar Rapids

The River Bend Beach and Swimming Hole.

Great Thlngs from Grain Museum, the educational centerpiece of a

Feed the World Exhibit. The museum will be financed in large part
by Quaker Oats, Cargill, General Mills, Penford Products Ralston
Foods, ADM and others. (I know other cereal museums have failed.

‘Study why. And make ours part of Feed the World exhibit.) We are

the center for grain processing. Why do we forfeit this legacy to other
communities?

A River Bend Water Park that’s the best in Iowa, featuring the longest
water slide in the U.S. — from Mount Trashmore across the river to the
new park. With it a giant ferris wheel and old-fashioned merry-go-
round on the north side.

Flight Midwest: A museum that highlights all of the contributions
made to aviation by Arthur Collins and Rockwell-Collins; the Wright
Brothers; Alexander Lippisch. Why do we forfeit such legacy to other
communities?

Places for Czech, German, Irish, Italian, Soul restaurants; motels; and
the location for the new Towa Wine Festival, an annual bash that
celebrates the state’s new products from agriculture.

The start of an lowa Wme Festlval featurmg all the wine producers in
the state, taste competition and a general hootm good time.

A museum honoring all of the Plams I_ndlt_ans., Flrst C1_tlzen_ _Mu_seum

Fields that show city slickers growing corn, soy beans, oats, hay and
the prairie grasses that were here before Osgood came. An
agricultural arboretum that also highlights state flowers from
throughout the Midwest; state birds; and environmental concerns.
Naturally this mini-farm needs animals, pigs, cows, horses, sheep, etc.

Integrate all of these ideas, and many others, with the nearby
attractions we already have — Towa African-American Museum, the




National Czech and Slovak Museum NewBo and an arts and
entertainment district.

o A Pulse of the Planet exhibit, featuring geological changes over the
eons; how the Midwest was created; changes that are occurring now
and what the Midwest may look like in 10,000 years. Questions:

- Where does our water come from? Will it always be there? Does soil
wear out? How does soil work? Where did it come from?

» We should embrace Grant Wood Natmn to its full extent. Why do we
forfeit such legacy?

* On Mount Trashmore’s north side, a gigantic flower garden that |
feature a huge CR in some sort of Iong-bloommg bush or flower, with |
the balance of the mountain compnsmg a community ﬁower bed a :
section for each quadrant.

e Maybe an overall name that expands who we are: Mldwest People or
Midwest Fa1r Mldwest Fun Amerlca CentraI etc ' -

Thank you for calling us together today, but this is only a beginning. ,
If organizers don’t take this to the next level, all the notes will gather
dust somewhere. Small groups should assemble and k1ck around how
and if particular ideas are fea31ble '

We as a community must not be passive in these endeavors. We
cannot wait for someone to come to us. We must anticipate the next
new development and be out front. As manufacturing moves back to
the U.S., what fits best here? How can we benefit from what’s
already here? How can we take advantage of our central location?
We know change is a constant. We must stay one step ahead of it.

(First, we must overcome a damaging current runningthrough our
population, that is, that we cannot be a destination point for anything but
work.)
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