City of Cedar Rapids

Historic Preservation Commission

Community Development & Planning Department, City Hall, 101 First Street SE, Cedar Rapids, 1A 52401, 319-286-5041

MEETING NOTICE

4:30 P.M.
Thursday, November 13, 2014
in the
Collins Conference Room, City Hall

101 First Street SE, Cedar Rapids, lowa

The City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission will meet at:

AGENDA

Call Meeting to Order
Public Comment

Each member of the public is welcome to speak and we ask that you keep your comments to five (5)
minutes or less. If the proceedings become lengthy, the Chair may ask that comments be focused on
any new facts or evidence not already presented.

1.
2.

4.
S.
6.

Approve Meeting Minutes
Action Items
a) DEMOLITION Applications
i. 2705 E Avenue NW — Private Property

ii. 1414 33" Street NE — Private Property

iii. 521 12" Street SE — Private Property

iv. 1026 12" Street NE — Private Property
b) Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)

i. 1721 Blake Blvd. SE — Replace two (2) attic windows

c) Citywide Survey
Old Business
a) Religious Buildings Survey
b) Sinclair Booklet
c) Link-Belt Speeder Booklet
d) Demolitions under review —

1257 3" Avenue SE - Private Property — November 17, 2014
e) Preservation Showcase Subcommittee Updates (if necessary)
f) Downtown Survey Draft Multiple Property Documentation Form
MOA/LOA Project Updates — (if necessary)
Good of the Group, comments only
Adjournment

FUTURE MEETINGS

Items for future agendas:

a) Plaque on NW corner of 1% Avenue Bridge

(10 Minutes)

(10 minutes)
(5 Minutes)

(20 minutes)
(5 minutes)
(5 minutes)
(5 minutes)

(15 minutes)
(5 minutes)
(5 minutes)
(5 minutes)

b) Ordinance updates: Partial Demolition, Accessory structures, ornamentation, historic

district guidelines



City of Cedar Rapids

101 First Street SE

Cedar Rapids, 1A 52401
Telephone: (319) 286-5041

MINUTES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING,
Thursday, October 23, 2014 @ 4:30 p.m.
Collins Conference Room, City Hall, 101 First Street SE

Members Present:  Amanda McKnight-Grafton Chair
Sam Bergus
Bob Grafton
Pat Cargin
Ron Mussman
Tim Oberbroeckling
Mark Stoffer Hunter
Barbara Westercamp

Members Absent: Todd McNall
Caitlin Hartman

City Staff: Jeff Hintz, Planner
AnNne Russett, Planner

Guests: Cindy Hadish, Emily ‘Meyer, Jan Koslowski, Marjorie Pearson, Sara
Nelsen, BJ Hobart

Call Megting to Order
e ¢(Amanda McKnight,Grafton called the meeting to order at 4:31 p.m.
e Eight (8) Commissioners were present with two (2) absent.

1. Approve Meeting Minutes
e One amendment was requested for item 2D changing Mr. Russett to Ms. Russett.
e Ron Mussman made a motion to approve the minutes from October 9, 2014 as amended.
Barbara Westercamp séconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Item 4.f was considered next by the Commission to accommodate the schedules of guests.

4.f) Demolition Applications UNDER REVIEW
i. 1527 3" Avenue SE — Private Property
e Emily Meyer with Save CR Heritage gave information about a lot donated from
the Affordable Housing Network Inc. and had obtained some quotes regarding
moving the structure. It was relayed that moving the house would likely take
longer than the demolition hold would be in effect for. Mark Stoffer-Hunter
expressed an interest in coordinating with the church.




e Jan Koslowski, representing the church, agreed to discuss the timing of the
moving process with her board. General discussion about the condition of the
church was discussed.

2. Action Items
a. DEMOLITION Applications

1435 3" Street SE — Private Property

Jeff Hintz stated the property was built in 1960 and is not eligible for the National
Register. The property is currently a nuisance property and has had issues with
vandalism and unauthorized entry since the 2008 flood. The applicant desires to have
the property demolished to alleviate these issues. There are no future plans for the
property at this time.

Tim Oberbroeckling made a motion to approvedemolition of 1435 3" Street SE. Sam
Bergus seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

4.a) Downtown Survey Update

Marjorie Pearson, of Summit Enviroselutions, presented photos and background
information on the downtown survey. Ms. Pearson noted that'the,proposed Downtown
National Historic District boundary had been expanded to incorporate feedback from
the City staff and members of the Commission.

Anne Russett gave informationyregarding the open house that was held for the public
highlighting the feedback that was received.

Public Comment was made by BJ Hobart,on the openthouse with the suggestion that an
FAQ be posted online for property.owners.

Draft nomination forms and the \survey’ will "be submitted to the State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) on December 1, 2014.

4.b) Industrial Survey Update

Marjorie;RPearson, of Summit Envirosolutions, presented photos and background
information on,the Industrial Survey.

This project would result in, the individual nomination of one structure, the Harper and
Melntire industrial building toithe National Register.

General discussion: was held about industrial buildings in the community. Ron
Mussman questioned 'why the Quaker Oats Power Plans was not included in the survey.
Ms. Pearson noted that it was not included in the 1997 survey. Mark Stoffer-Hunter
also mentioned that the building has had major alterations over the years.

The survey and draft nomination forms will be submitted to SHPO on December 1,
2014.

2.b) Citywide Survey — Suggested Changes

Mark Stoffer-Hunter presented the group with recommended edits and corrections to
the document.

Bard Westercamp made a motion for corrections and edits to be made and a final copy
be presented to the Commission at the November 13 meeting. Tim Oberbroeckling
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

3.a) Northwest Flood Mitigation Overlay District Overview



e Jeff Hintz presented information about the ordinance that was passed by City Council
on October 7, 2014. The overlay is intended to keep conditions in the area as is, until a
flood protection alignment and system are designed; this design is anticipated to be
completed in August of 2015.

e Mark Stoffer Hunter commented that the Hubbard Ice Property may also be a historic
property within the overlay and encouraged members to view it.

3.b Historic Resources in City right-of-way
e Jeff Hintz relayed information from staff research on various items in the right-of-way
to the commission. Replica tiles and original sidewalk mosaic tiles and disposition were
discussed as well as the stockpiling of original brick pavers.

Mark Stoffer Hunter left the meeting at 5:52 PM

e The commission held a discussion about different ways to.document or repurpose items
in the right-of-way. The HPC would like a way to give input earlier in the process for
public improvements and how histaric resources can be saved or moved ahead of
construction projects. Discussion about how to rank or identify resources while
remaining specific and targeted took place:

4.c) 3" Street and 12" Avenue Kidsk

e Anne Russett relayed information on.the design and.potential changes that could still be
made to the kiosk. The general layout ofithe kiosk needs to remain the same for reasons
of durability, consistency and budgetary constraints.

e Amanda McKanight-Grafton discussed thedook of the sign and some of the elements
that could potentially e changed. Theconsensus ofithe commission would be a sign
with a burnished or bronzed finish and removal of the wires underneath the message
portion of the kiosk would be desirable.

4.d) Preservation Showcase Subcommittee Update
« No one had any updatesforthe group.

4.e) Local'Landmark Applications
e Jeff Hintz gave the'commission an update on comments received from the state
regarding 845 1% Avenue SE. The SHPO has concurred with the HPC recommendation;
the process will now move forward in accordance with the provisions outlined in
chapter 18 of'the,municipal code.

4.g) COA under review at 1527 2" Avenue SE
e Bob Grafton informed the commission there was some movement on a document
requiring signature of the owner to transfer the property to him.

5. Good of the Group Comments
e Jeff Hintz gave a brief update about outreach being done to property owners in the local
historic districts, the paint rebate program, historic district street signage and a potential
amendment to chapter 18 of the municipal code.

6. Adjournment



e Barb Westercamp made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:24 PM. Tim Oberbroeckling
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

N
NS

Respectfully Submitted,

Jeff Hintz, Planner
Community Development




Historic Preservation Commission Agenda Iltem Cover Sheet

Meeting Date: November 13, 2014

Property Location: 2705 E Avenue NW
Property Owner/Representative: Matt Shaver
Year Built: 1946

Description of Agenda Item: [X] Demolition Application [ ] COA [ ] Other

Background and Previous HPC Action: The property has recently flooded, and in talking with
the applicant, staff learned the house has flooded 3 times in the last 30 years. The request is to
tear this existing structure down and rebuild a new house meeting current floodplain regulations
as soon as possible.

The applicant begun salvage. Given the significant damages to the property and the beginning
of salvage as a result of this last flood, interior photo documentation is not expected to yield
much information but is permissible with the applicant.

Historic Eligibility Status:  Eligible [ ]  Not Eligible X] Unknown []  N/A []
Explanation (if necessary):

The 2014 Cedar Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey does not

indicate this property to be historic, or located within a potentially historic neighborhood

recommended for further study.

If eligible, which criteria is met:

[] Associated with significant historical events (Criteria A)
[] Associated with significant lives of person (Criteria B)

[_] Signifies distinctive architectural character/era (Criteria C)
[] Archaeologically significant (Criteria D)

Other Action by City: Yes [] No X NA []
Explanation (if necessary):

Recommendation: Immediate release.

Rationale: Lack of historical or defining features on the property, removal of house from
floodway.
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City of Cedar Rapids

Code Enforcement Division
1201 6" St SW Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
Main Phone: (319) 286-5831 Fax: (319) 286 5830
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| Print report. | Search

Appraisal Summary - GPN: 14302-
01006-00000

(143020100600000)
Property Address: 2705 E AVE NW
Cedar Rapids, IA

Class: RESIDENTIAL Tax District: é?g
NW Additional Photos...
PDF: Res PermitRegion 11  Neighborhood: 304

Plat Map: 2429

Deed Holder: SHAVER MATTHEW N
& ROBIN L

Mailing Address:
2705 E AVE NW

CEDAR RAPIDS IA
52405

Legal Description: IRR SUR NW 30-83-7 (LESS ST)N 190'E
1/2 STR/LB 11

Homestead: Military:

If you have recently purchased your home, please click here to
apply for the Residential Homestead Tax Credit. Click map to see neighbor's summary page.
GIS map
View complete GIS map.

Estimate Taxes

Neighborhood map

LOT INFORMATION Scroll down for sketch.

Disclaimer: Assessor's lot sizes are for assessment purposes only and may NOT represent actual dimensions.
For more accurate, complete data refer to GIS maps, plat maps, or legal documents.

SEGMENT#1 Front Rear Side1 Side 2
825 825 150 150

RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
Occupancy:

Style:

Year Built:

Exterior Material:
Above-Grade Living Area:
Number Rooms:

Number Bedrooms:
Basement Area Type:
Basement Finished Area:
Number of Baths:

Central Air:

Heat:

Single-Family

1 Story Frame
1946

Vinyl

960 SF

5 above, 0 below
2 above, 0 below
Slab

0 SF

1 Full Bath

Yes

FHA - Gas


http://www.cedar-rapids.info/assessor/pmc/main.asp?page=query

Number of Fireplaces: None
Garage: 660 SF - Det Frame (Built 1968)
Porches and Decks: Concrete Patio-Med (100 SF); Lattice Roof-Med (64 SF)
Yard Extras: WOOD DECK

NOTES:
PRE RVAL:FuncDesc:TR. Infinc1:EXC FRNTG(95). Detached:SWR-ABOVE 16X32 N/C. FuncDesc:UT.HOME=HAS HAD

FLOODING PROBLEMS. COMPLETELY REMODELED: NEW DRYWALL , NEW WIRING, NEW PLUMB FIX , NEW
FHA,NEW WINDOWS, NEW BI'S-DW GD,

01/30/2003-SIDING 1986, INTERIOR REDONE DUE TO FLOODING PROBLEM 1993, ROOF 2000.

1-2009 NO FLOOD DAMAGE. 1-15-09 WK

1-2010 6YR CYCLE - CHANGED CONDITION OF DWLG FROM ABOVE NML TO VERY GOOD; CHANGED BSMT TYPE
FROM NONE TO SLAB; CHANGED FLOORING TYPE FROM CARPET/NINYL TO CARPET/TILE; INFO PER OWNER.
10/26/09 JC

1-2012 MAP FACTOR ADJUSTED DUE TO MARKET CONDITION

2014 ASSESSMENT SALES
Land $29,172 Date Type Volume/Page $ Amount
Dwelling $74,847 3/25/2011 Deed 7912/261 $0
Improvements $0 Deed 1737/47 $0
Total $104,019
PERMITS
2013 ASSESSMENT Date Description
Land $29,172 10/15/2008 REPAIR
Dwelling $74,847
Improvements $0
Total $104,019
2012 ASSESSMENT
Land $29,172
Dwelling $77,782
Improvements $0
Total $106,954

2011 ASSESSMENT

Land $29,172
Dwelling $79,250
Improvements $0
Total $108,422

Sketch
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Tax History Pay Taxes

Disclaimer: The information in this web site represents current data from a working file which is updated
continuously. Information is believed reliable, but its accuracy cannot be guaranteed. The maps and data
provided by this web site, represent data from the Cedar Rapids City Assessor's Office, as used for assessment
purposes. No warranty, expressed or implied, is provided for the data herein or its use.

Property photos or data incorrect? Click Here



Historic Preservation Commission Agenda Iltem Cover Sheet

Meeting Date: November 13, 2014

Property Location: 1414 33" Street NE (blue/grey house on the property)
Property Owner/Representative: William Moore
Year Built: 1947

Description of Agenda ltem: [X] Demolition Application [ ] COA [ ] Other

Background and Previous HPC Action: The property has multiple structures, but the
blue/grey colored house is what is subject for demolition. It should also be noted salvage is not
advised due to the presence of termites in the structure as well. Given that termites are present,
the applicant has already begun to secure bids for the demolition while awaiting the meeting.

In the future, a larger garage is planned for the house that will remain on the lot (the yellow
home) where this existing demolition will occur. Given the poor shape of the house and termite
presence, documentation is only permissible from the city right-of-way for the property if it is
deemed necessary by the Commission.

Historic Eligibility Status:  Eligible [ ]  Not Eligible X]  Unknown [] N/A []
Explanation (if necessary):

The 2014 Cedar Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey does not

indicate this property to be historic, or located within a potentially historic neighborhood

recommended for further study.

If eligible, which criteria is met:

[ ] Associated with significant historical events (Criteria A)
[] Associated with significant lives of person (Criteria B)

[] Signifies distinctive architectural character/era (Criteria C)
[] Archaeologically significant (Criteria D)

Other Action by City: Yes [] No X NA []
Explanation (if necessary):

Recommendation: Immediate release.

Rationale: Lack of historical or defining features on the structure, overall condition of the
structure, and neighborhood aesthetics. In addition, the fact the property has tested positive for
termites is a major factor in staff's recommendation. Salvage or any type of relocation is not
recommended due to this alone.






| Print report. |

Appraisal Summary - GPN: 14103-

30023-00000

(141033002300000)

Property Address: 1418 33RD ST NE
Cedar Rapids, IA

Class: RESIDENTIAL

PDF: Res PermitRegion4  Neighborhood:

Plat Map: 1923

Deed Holder: MOORE WILLIAM P
Mailing Address:
1418 33RD ST NE

CEDAR RAPIDS IA
52402

Legal Description: A.P.#141 W150'E200' STR/LB 93

Homestead: 1 Military:

Search

201
CR
NE
131

Tax District:

If you have recently purchased your home, please click here to

apply for the Residential Homestead Tax Credit.

LOT INFORMATION

Additional Photos...

Click map to see neighbor's summary page.
GIS map
View complete GIS map.
Estimate Taxes
Neighborhood map

Scroll down for sketch.

Disclaimer: Assessor's lot sizes are for assessment purposes only and may NOT represent actual dimensions.

For more accurate, complete data refer to GIS maps, plat maps, or legal documents.

SEGMENT#1 Front Rear Side1 Side 2
150 150 70 70

RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
Occupancy: Single-Family
Style: Salvage
Year Built: 1947
Exterior Material: Asph Shgls

Above-
Grade Living Area: 540 SF

Number Rooms: 3 above, 0 below
Number Bedrooms: 1 above, 0 below
Basement Area Type: Full
Basement Finished Area: 0 SF
Number of Baths: 1 Full Bath
Central Air: No


http://www.cedar-rapids.info/assessor/pmc/main.asp?page=query

Heat: FHA-Gas
Number of Fireplaces: None
Garage: 240 SF - Att Frame (Built 1947)

Porches and Decks: Concrete Patio-Med (290 SF); Asph/Wd Roof OH-Med (20 SF); 1S Frame Enclosed (50 SF);
Concrete Stoop/Deck (10 SF); Stoop/Deck w/ Railing (20 SF)
Yard Extras: Sheds

RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
Occupancy: Single-Family
Style: 1 Story Frame
Year Built: 1923
Exterior Material: Vinyl

Above-
Grade Living Area: 1,062 SF

Number Rooms:

Number Bedrooms:
Basement Area Type:
Basement Finished Area:
Number of Baths:

4 above, 0 below
2 above, 0 below
Full

0 SF

1 Full Bath

Central Air: Yes

Heat: FHA-Gas
Number of Fireplaces: None
Garage: None

Porches and Decks: Wood Deck-Med (180 SF); Screen Encl LF-Med (28 SF); Asph/Wd Roof OH-Med (180 SF);
Concrete Stoop/Deck (11 SF)

Yard Extras: Sheds

NOTES:

PRE RVAL:DWLG 1:SLDG GLS DRS=TO PATIO. KITCHEN=UPDATED. ROOF=SHINGLES ROUGH, WD SHOWING AGE,
HAS SAG. TILE=BT/WN (P-NC). DWLG 2: RES: MC=INC CONST. (5%) + LO (5%)-CML PROP. FUNC DESC: MC
INSULATION=NO SIDING. HOUSE REMODELED. A/C=

PRE RVAL:1989+/-. FRPL-M COMB W/14103-30024-0000) 4-02. ADD'L ADDRESS: 1418 33RD ST NE. 2 HOUSES ON 1
LOTLS

09/23/2002- DWLG 1-OF-2: IS BOARDED UP, PLAN TO DEMOLISH IN 2003. DWLG 2-OF-2: FENCED YARD. NEWER
SIDING & ROOF.

1-2012 - REVIEWED RES STRUCTURE #1 (540 SQ FT 1S B FR "MAIN" W/ ATT GARAGE) PER OWNERS REQUEST:
CHANGED STYLE FROM 1 STORY FRAME TO SALVAGE - SOUND VALUE @ 5,000, PLANS ON DEMOLISHING, DWLG
IN VERY POOR CONDITION, NO HEAT/WATER SINCE 2003; REMOVED VALUE TO 68 SQ FT FRAME SHED. 9/22/2011
JC

1-2012 MAP FACTOR ADJUSTED DUE TO MARKET CONDITION

1-2013 - NO CHANGE TO RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE #1; RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE #2: CHANGED BEDROOM
COUNT FROM 1 TO 2-NAV; REMOVED PREFAB FP; INFO PER OWNER. 7/5/2012 JKB

2014 ASSESSMENT SALES
Land $22,050 Date Type Volume/Page $ Amount
Dwelling $66,914 7/11/2000 Deed 4126/62 $0
Improvements $0
Total $88,964 PERMITS

Date Description
2013 ASSESSMENT 9/23/2011 WORK ORDER
Land $22,050 6/5/2006 WORK ORDER
Dwelling $66,914 11/9/2001 WORK ORDER
Improvements $0 3/13/1998 WORK ORDER



Total $88,964

2012 ASSESSMENT

Land $29,400
Dwelling $66,423
Improvements $0
Total $95,823

2011 ASSESSMENT

Land $29,400
Dwelling $102,353
Improvements $0
Total $131,753

Sketch
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Additional Sketches ...

Tax History Pay Taxes

Disclaimer: The information in this web site represents current data from a working file which is updated
continuously. Information is believed reliable, but its accuracy cannot be guaranteed. The maps and data
provided by this web site, represent data from the Cedar Rapids City Assessor's Office, as used for assessment
purposes. No warranty, expressed or implied, is provided for the data herein or its use.

Property photos or data incorrect? Click Here



Historic Preservation Commission Agenda Iltem Cover Sheet

Meeting Date: November 13, 2014

Property Location: 521 12" Street SE

Property Owner/Representative: Cedar Rapids Community School District
Year Built: 1902

Description of Agenda Item: [X] Demolition Application [ ] COA [ ] Other

Background and Previous HPC Action: The house sits on a 30 foot by 80 foot strip of land
comprising portions of city lots. This area is not a legal City lot by today’s standards as it is less
than 4,200 square feet. This structure is placed within 10 feet of existing homes to the north and
south.

At this time there are no plans for the property.

Historic Eligibility Status:  Eligible [ ]  Not Eligible X] Unknown [] N/A []
Explanation (if necessary):

The 2014 Cedar Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey does not

indicate this property to be historic, or located within a potentially historic neighborhood

recommended for further study.

In 2006, as part of the Architectural History Survey and Update for the City of Cedar Rapids, this
property was surveyed and deemed not eligible for any National Register Criteria.

If eligible, which criteria is met:

[] Associated with significant historical events (Criteria A)
[] Associated with significant lives of person (Criteria B)

[] Signifies distinctive architectural character/era (Criteria C)
[] Archaeologically significant (Criteria D)

Other Action by City: Yes [] No X NA []
Explanation (if necessary):

Recommendation: Immediate release.

Rationale: Lack of historical or defining features on the structure, overall condition of the
structure, safety and neighborhood aesthetics. Staff finds this to be an unsafe situation;
setbacks and lot sizes established through the Zoning Ordinance are in place to promote
openness and the passage of light and air circulation to all properties. The main issue here is
that of safety; in the event of a fire, it is very likely the entire side of the street could be
impacted. Preserving this land as open space, is the highest and best use for the property in its
current configuation. In the event the land is proposed to be built upon in the future, several
variances would be required beforehand. It is extremely unlikely that staff would recommend
any type of variance for this parcel, given the surrounding development patterns and density
with little spacing. It would be best for all parties if the lot were left vacant and that is what this
demolition would accomplish.






Print report. Search

Appraisal Summary - GPN: 14223-52006-
00000

(142235200600000)

Property Address: 521 12TH ST SE
Cedar Rapids, IA

) . .. . 285CR-
Class: EXEMPT Tax District: RIVERSIDE/OAKHILL

PDF: Non-Taxable Neighborhood: SCHOOL
Plat Map: 2323

Deed Holder: CEDAR RAPIDS

COMMUNITY
SCHOOL

Mailing Address: DISTRICT
2500
EDGEWOOD RD
NW
CEDAR RAPIDS
IA 52405-0000

Legal Description: AP 18 SE20'LOT 61 & NW 10'LOT 62 & OUT LOT 8

(COBBAN CT) SE 20'NE 20'LOT 3 & NW 10'NE 20' LOT
4 BLK1 STR/LB

Click map to see neighbor's summary page.

Homestead: Military: GIS map
View complete GIS map.
If you have recently purchased your home, please click here to apply for the Estimate Taxes
Residential Homestead Tax Credit. Neighborhood map
LOT INFORMATION Scroll down for sketch.

Disclaimer: Assessor's lot sizes are for assessment purposes only and may NOT represent actual dimensions.
For more accurate, complete data refer to GIS maps, plat maps, or legal documents.

SEGMENT #1 Front Rear Side1 Side 2
30 30 80 80

RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
Occupancy: Single-Family
Style: 1 1/2 Story Frame
Year Built: 1902
Exterior Material: Slate
Above-Grade Living Area: 1,461 SF
Number Rooms: 6 above, 0 below
Number Bedrooms: 2 above, 0 below
Basement Area Type: Full
Basement Finished Area: 0 SF
Number of Baths: 1 Full Bath
Central Air: No
Heat: FHA-Gas
Number of Fireplaces: None

Garage: None
Porches and Decks: Wood Deck-Med (48 SF); 1S Frame Enclosed (35 SF)
Yard Extras: None


http://www.cedar-rapids.info/assessor/pmc/main.asp?page=query

NOTES:
PRE RVAL:FuncDesc: EC.

PRE RVAL:1 3/4S PRICED AS 28S.

1-2010 REPLACED EXISTING FHA/WTR HTR - NAV. CONFIRMED EXTERIOR LISTING. 10/27/09 JA

1-2014 CHANGE CLASS TO N/T PER JA 8/20/14 SAM

2014 ASSESSMENT

Land $5,700
Dwelling $25,382
Improvements $0
Total $31,082
2013 ASSESSMENT

Land $5,700
Dwelling $25,382
Improvements $0
Total $31,082
2012 ASSESSMENT

Land $5,700
Dwelling $25,382
Improvements $0
Total $31,082

2011 ASSESSMENT

Land $5,700
Dwelling $25,382
Improvements $0
Total $31,082

SALES
Date Type Volume/Page $ Amount
5/1/2014 Deed 8955/349 $60,000
3/12/1997 Deed 3459/233 $0
PERMITS

Date Description
8/25/2009 REPAIR
2/20/2007 REPAIR

Sketch



Tax History Pay Taxes

Disclaimer: The information in this web site represents current data from a working file which is updated continuously.
Information is believed reliable, but its accuracy cannot be guaranteed. The maps and data provided by this web site,
represent data from the Cedar Rapids City Assessor's Office, as used for assessment purposes. No warranty, expressed
orimplied, is provided for the data herein or its use.

Property photos or data incorrect? Click Here



Historic Preservation Commission Agenda Iltem Cover Sheet

Meeting Date: November 13, 2014

Property Location: 1026 12" Street NE
Property Owner/Representative: Cedar Valley Habitat for Humanity
Year Built: 1914

Description of Agenda Item: [X] Demolition Application [ ] COA [ ] Other

Background and Previous HPC Action: The applicant has indicated to staff the structure on
the property is structurally unsound. Due to this, staff does not recommend any interior
documentation of the structure for safety reasons, exterior documentation from the right-of-ways
(alley and street) would be an advisable alternative if documentation is deemed necessary.

Historic Eligibility Status:  Eligible [ ]  Not Eligible X] Unknown [] N/A []
Explanation (if necessary):

The 2014 Cedar Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey does not

indicate this property to be historic, or located within a potentially historic neighborhood

recommended for further study.

If eligible, which criteria is met:

[ ] Associated with significant historical events (Criteria A)
[] Associated with significant lives of person (Criteria B)

[_] Signifies distinctive architectural character/era (Criteria C)
[] Archaeologically significant (Criteria D)

Other Action by City: Yes [] No X NA []
Explanation (if necessary):

Recommendation: Immediate release.

Rationale: Lack of historical or defining features on the property, structural instability and plans
for infill redevelopment of the property.



- ' City of Cedar Rapids
Building Services Department

CEDAR®RAPIDS - 500 15™ Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, |A 52404
City of Five Seasons® Main Phone: (319) 286-5831 Fax: (319) 286-5830

DEMOLITION PERMIT APPLICATION

**Permit is valid for 30 days from date of issue**
Approximate Age of

Address of Demolition:

0 2% sk NE Celar (&Nﬁs Structure/Year Buitt S\
GPN: Reason: (optional) Future Plans: (optional)
14l -2leOla ~ oo g Stocuoal  Ongeond- | Wed  Weuse

Property Owner's Name: LABL\-LA(‘ Qo \_( N “C\ Phone:
t C UnAa

Property Owner's Address: SSD b %AUF_ <c N City / State / Zip Code
Contractor’'s Name: | — Phone:

~ Tode  Frcovedion _ 3-36!-U4366
Contractor's Address: |, = ' City. / State / Zip Code

— ML Lodacs broe RL Mislen, Lowsa 523040

Type of Building: [ FSingle Family [ ] Multi Family # Units [ [ Commercial . [ [] Accessory Building |
Size of Building: Dimensions are: 743 Squae €+ Number of Stories: | Height:  \lg'
*[B Yes‘ [ No_if Yes‘, y\(hat pimensiqps' -

)

[ Prlvate an

Address: . 4
It is the Responsibility of the Permit Holder to adhere to all Local, State And Federal Regulations
i i iortoany D lition

All utilities shall be abandoned in accordance with City requirements and verified and/or inspected
before Demolition Permit is issued and demolition begins.

{ hereby certify that | have read and examined this application and affirm the above information as true and correct and
also agree to comply with the provisions of the City of Cedar Rapids Codes and any other applicable Federal & State laws
concemning the demolition process and/or disposal of demolition debris. | also certify that | am authorized to demolish this
building as owner or agent of the owner and agree to assume complete responsibility for any labifity arising from
demolition of the above building. | also agree that no burmning or burying of malerials shall be done within the Corporate
City Limits of Cedar Rapids. '
CONTRACTOR’S SIGNATURE: DATE:

- OFFICEUSEONEY == =
TILITIES DISCONNECTION INFORMATION & APPROVALS
Water: , Alliant Energy:
Sewer: Mid-American Energy:
CED: MediaCom:
Zoning: CenturyLink:
Other:
Demolition Permit Number:; Date issued:
Demolition Permit Fee: $ Date Paid:
Zoning District: Date All Utilities Were Disconnected:
Permit issued by: : Date Signed:

Revised 08/14 dmk




Print report. Search

Appraisal Summary - GPN: 14164-26012-
00000

(141642601200000)

Property Address: 1026 12TH ST
NE
Cedar Rapids, IA

287 CR-
) . .. . CEDAR
Class: RESIDENTIAL Tax District: LAKE/DANIELS
TIF
ppF. Res Permit Neighborhood: NE 146
Region 4

Plat Map: 2124

Deed Holder: CEDAR VALLEY
HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY

Mailing Address:
350 6TH AVE SE
CEDAR RAPIDS

IA 52401-0000
Legal Description: COLLEGE PARK STR/LB 11 25

Homestead: Military:

If you have recently purchased your home, please click here to apply for
the Residential Homestead Tax Credit.

LOT INFORMATION

Additional Photos...

Click map to see neighbor's summary page.
GIS map
View complete GIS map.
Estimate Taxes
Neighborhood map

Scroll down for sketch.

Disclaimer: Assessor's lot sizes are for assessment purposes only and may NOT represent actual dimensions.

For more accurate, complete data refer to GIS maps, plat maps, or legal documents.

SEGMENT#1 Front Rear Side1 Side 2
40 40 140 140

RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
Occupancy: Single-Family
Style: 1 Story Frame
Year Built: 1914
Exterior Material: Alum
Above-Grade Living Area: 733 SF
Plus Attic Area: 214 SF
Number Rooms: 5 above, 0 below
Number Bedrooms: 2 above, 0 below
Basement Area Type: Full
Basement Finished Area: 0 SF
Number of Baths: 1 Full Bath
Central Air: No
Heat: Gravity


http://www.cedar-rapids.info/assessor/pmc/main.asp?page=query

Number of Fireplaces: None
Garage: 576 SF - Det Frame (Built 1978)
Porches and Decks: Concrete Patio-Med (185 SF); 1S Frame Enclosed (131 SF)
Yard Extras: None

NOTES:
PRE RVAL:ALUM SIDING. GAR= EE.

01/14/2004-NO RECENT INTERIOR UPDATES, DWLG NEEDS MAINTENANCE. WORN CARPET, VINYL & ROOF. SIDING
NEEDS PAINT. ORIGINAL KITCHEN & BATH. ENCLOSED PORCH SAGS, GARAGE NEEDS PAINT & ROOF.

1-2012 MAP FACTOR ADJUSTED DUE TO MARKET CONDITION
1-2013 6YR CYCLE - ESTIMATE NO CHANGE, LDH. 8/15/12 NM
1-2013 - HOMEOWNERS QUESTIONNAIRE MAILED 1/18/2013

1-2014 MAP FACTOR ADJUSTED DUE TO MARKET CONDITION

2014 ASSESSMENT SALES

Land $14,000 Date Type Volume/Page $ Amount

Dwelling $46,471 6/6/2014 Deed 9024/327 $0

Improvements $0 6/2/2014 Deed 9024/324 $0

Total $60,471 12/10/2013 Deed 8882/284 $104,558
11/11/2008 Affidavit 7135/47 $0

2013 ASSESSMENT 12/23/1998 Deed 3821/225 $0

Land $14,000

Dwelling $49,640 PERMITS

Improvements $0 Date Description

Total $63,640 4/3/2014 PLUMBING ONLY
11/13/2008 ROOF

2012 ASSESSMENT

Land $16,000

Dwelling $50,696

Improvements $0

Total $66,696

2011 ASSESSMENT

Land $16,000
Dwelling $52,808
Improvements $0
Total $68,808

Sketch
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Disclaimer: The information in this web site represents current data from a working file which is updated
continuously. Information is believed reliable, but its accuracy cannot be guaranteed. The maps and data provided
by this web site, represent data from the Cedar Rapids City Assessor's Office, as used for assessment purposes. No

warranty, expressed or implied, is provided for the data herein or its use.

Property photos or data incorrect? Click Here



Community Development and Planning Department
City Hall

101 First Street SE

Cedar Rapids, 1A 52401

Telephone: (319) 286-5041

To: Historic Preservation Commission Members
From: Jeff Hintz, Planner 1l

Subject: COA Request at 1721 Blake Boulevard SE
Date: November 13, 2014

Applicant Name(s): Cora Obuchowski

Local Historic District: Redmond Park-Grande Avenue Historic District
Legal Description: GRANDE AVENUE PLACE E 40' STR/LB 3 2
Year Built: 1905

Description of Project: Removal of the front and rear attic windows (3rd floor) and replacement
with new double hung windows to match what exists at this time. The front window is proposed
to be wood; the rear window is proposed to be vinyl. Both replacement windows will retain the
same sizing as the existing windows. Quote for the wood windows is the first quote in the
application; the front window would be $884.54 plus, installation charges and other fees.

The rear attic window is not proposed to be wood, but the applicant has included that price quote
so the Commission can see the price difference. A wood rear window would cost $741.12; the
second quote in the application details a vinyl window for the rear, that cost is $414.92. Due to
the cost savings and lower visibility of the rear of house, the applicant desires to have a vinyl
attic window in the rear.

Rear of the house, viewed from alley

Front attic window, viewed from sidewalk



Information from Historic Surveys on property: The 1995 Site Inventory Form from the
District Nomination survey lists the property as “good” for integrity. The property is also listed
as individually eligible for the National Register and contributing to the district.

Excerpt(s) from Guidelines for Cedar Rapids Historic Districts Applicable to Project:

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the request as submitted, as it is what is
recommended within the Guidelines for Cedar Rapids Historic Districts.

Attachments: Application from applicant, materials quote for wood windows (front and back),
quote for vinyl window (back only).



CEDAR RAPIDS

: HISTORIC DISTRICT APPLICATION
Community Development Department, 101 First Street SE, Cedar Rapids, 1A 52401, Phone 319-286-5041

: Owner Information Applicant Information
Name__ Core Obuehonis ki Name 3aing
Address (731 BSiake Blyg'5E. | Company
City_ Ceglar 2apids Address
State 7 A Zip S22/0%  |City
Phone G Lol - IR Ty State Zip

Home Ph.
Work Ph.

Address of Property where work is to be done:

1720 Blale Blvel SE - Cedar Rapds 52903

Project type: House El,/Garage O, Shed o, Fence o, Addition 0, other

Project description: rEDICE bivken /(lj‘/@/ weocl
mmdm\;&w opvlor 7D (8¢ Aocdd__gin Yhe.

frontol bm//d(’mj viniyl In  bdck of. Nouce

Loczuon escribe where (what part of building, or where on property) work will be done:
lor _attic

Materials: Type and design to be used e Mow  Arehi 71(‘7//) é@f"’/(‘d
Of /;ry%n% romdild @ standord ing (7

D

Estimates required: If you will not be using the same type of materials as ajready used on-the
building, then you must obtain two estimates using the existing material(s) and two estimates
using the new material(s).

Samples: Applicant must bring a sample of the material(s) to HPC meeting if a COA is required.

Applicant’s signature:

For Community Development Department use only:

Date Received: Received by: File No.

Redmond Park-Grande Avenue O Contributing structure? 0 Yes 0 No | CNME Issued? 0 Yes o0 No
Second and Third | Key structure? 0Yes oNo | COA required? o Yes 0 No




Proposal - Detailed

Pella Window and Door Showroom of Cedar Rapids Sales Rep Name: Huedepohl, Jacob

240 Classic Car Court SW Suite C Sales Rep Phone: 319-393-5768

Cedar Rapids, I1A 52404 Sales Rep E-Mail: jacob.huedepohl@gmail.com

Phone: 3193935768 Fax: 3193935928 Sales Rep Fax: 319-393-5928
Customer Information Project/Delivery Address Order Information
Ben Burns Burns, Ben 1467433 Quote Name: 2 UPSTAIRS WINDOWS
1721 Blake Blvd SE

Order Number: 732
CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 52403-2227 Lot # Quote Number: 6222610
Primary Phone: (319) 6657842 , Order Type: Installed Sales
Mobile Phone: County: Wall Depth:
Fax Number: Owner Name: Payment Terms:
E-Mail: coracbu@gmail.com Tax Code: 1LINN7%
Contact Name: Owner Phone: Cust Delivery Date: ~ None
Quoted Date: 10/20/2014
Great Plains #: Contracted Date:
Customer Number: 1007000655 Booked Date:
Customer Account: 1002508031 Customer PO #:
Line # Location: Attributes
10 FRONTWINDOW Architect, Replacement Double Hung, Poplar White ltem Price Qty  Extd Price
$884.54 1 $884.54
n 1: Size Double Hung, Equal
PK # General Information: Luxury, Wood, Pine, 4 3/4", 3 1/4"
Exterior Color / Finish: Standard Enduraclad, Primed, Poplar White
669 Interior Color / Finish: Prefinished White Interior

Sash / Panel: Standard
Glass: Insulated Low-E Advanced Low-E Insulating Glass Argon Non High Altitude
Viewed From Exterior Hardware Options: Cam-Action Lock, No Limited Opening Hardware, Champagne, Order Sash Lift
Screen: Full Screen, Poplar White, InView™
Grille: No Grille,

For more information regarding the finishing, maintenance, service and warranty of all Pella® products, visit the Pella® website at www.pella.com
Printed on 10/20/2014 Detailed Proposal Page 1 of


www.pella.com

Customer: Ben Burns

Project Name:

Burns, Ben 1467433

Quote Number: 6222610

Line # Location:

Attributes

15 BACK WINDOW

Architect, Replacement Double Hung, Poplar White ltem Price  Qty  Ext'd Price
[ $741.12 1 $741.12
n 1: Double Hung, Equal
PK # General Information: Luxury, Wood, Pine, 4 3/4", 3 1/4"
669 Exterior Color / Finish: Standard Enduraclad, Primed, Poplar White
Interior Color / Finish: Prefinished White Interior
Sash / Panel: Standard
Glass: Insulated Low-E Advanced Low-E Insulating Glass Argon Non High Altitude
Viewed From Exterior Hardware Options: Cam-Action Lock, No Limited Opening Hardware, Champagne, Order Sash Lift
Screen: Full Screen, Poplar White, InView™
Grille: No Grille,
Line # Location: Attributes
25 None Assigned . . . , .
g Installation Sealant, Poplar White ltem Price  Qty  Ext'd Price
$9.35 1 $9.35
1: Accessory
PK # Exterior Color / Finish: Standard Enduraclad, Poplar White
669 Interior Color / Finish: Not Applicable Interior
Package: Individual Tubes
Viewed From Exterior
Line # Location: Attributes
30 None Assigned . . . . . \ .
‘ E - Install Precision Fit Window 1 FE To Old Wrap ltem Price _ Qty ~ Ext'd Price
$175.00 2 $350.00

For more information regarding the finishing, maintenance, service and warranty of all Pella® products, visit the Pella® website at www.pella.com
Detailed Proposal

Printed on 10/20/2014

Page

2 of


www.pella.com

Customer: Ben Burns

Project Name:  Burns, Ben 1467433

Quote Number: 6222610

Line # Location: Attributes |
35 3RD FL CHARGE Item Price Qty Ext'd Price
$60.00 2 $120.00

Line # Location: Attributes

40 None Assigned DISPOSAL - Haul away windows and doors 1-5 ltem Price _ Qty  Extd Price
$75.00 1 $75.00

Line # Location: Attributes |
4 None Assigned PRODUCT PROMOTIONS - PRODUCT PROMOTIONS ltem Price _ Qty  Ext'd Price
(§137.00) 1 (§137.00)

Thank You For Your Interest In Pella® Products

For more information regarding the finishing, maintenance, service and warranty of all Pella® products, visit the Pella® website at www.pella.com

Printed on 10/20/2014

Detailed Proposal

Page

3 of

4


www.pella.com

Customer: Ben Burns Project Name:  Burns, Ben 1467433 Quote Number: 6222610

PELLA WARRANTY:

Pella products are covered by Pella's limited warranties in effect at the time of sale. All applicable product warranties are incorporated into and become a part of this contract.
Please see the warranties for complete details, taking special note of the two important notice sections regarding installation of Pella products and proper management of moisture
within the wall system. Neither Pella Corporation nor Windows By Pellawill be bound by any other warranty unless specifically set out in this contract. However, Pella
Corporation will not be liable for branch warranties which create obligations in addition to or obligations which are inconsistent with Pella written warranties.

Clear opening (egress) information does not take into consideration the addition of a Rolscreen [or any other accessory] to the product. Y ou should consult your local building code
to ensure your Pella products meet local egress requirements.

Per the manufacturer’ s limited warranty, unfinished mahogany exterior windows and doors must be finished upon receipt prior to installing and refinished annualy, thereafter.
Variations in wood grain, color, texture or natural characteristics are not covered under the limited warranty.

TERMS & CONDITIONS:
ANY ALTERATIONS TO THE ABOVE MUST BE MADE IN WRITING AND ARE SUBJECT TO A 100% CANCELLATION FEE, AFTER THE ORDER IS ENTERED. Prices good for 30 days.
Upon acceptance it will become the entire agreement between the Buyer and Seller notwithstanding any previous communications or negotiations whether oral or written.

TAILGATE DELIVERY - CUSTOMER MUST BE PRESENT TO UNLOAD. THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING PELLA. WE WANT YOU TO BE VERY SATISFIED!

. , Order Totals
Customer Name (Please print) Pella Sales Rep Name (Please print)
Taxable Subtotal $1,573.01
Sales Tax @ 7% $110.11
Customer Signature Pella Sales Rep Signature
Non-taxable Subtotal $470.00
Date Date Total $2,153.12
Deposit Received $0.00
Amount Due $2,153.12

For more information regarding the finishing, maintenance, service and warranty of all Pella® products, visit the Pella® website at www.pella.com
Printed on 10/20/2014 Detailed Proposal Page 4 of 4


www.pella.com

Proposal - Detailed

Pella Window and Door Showroom of Cedar Rapids
240 Classic Car Court SW Suite C

Cedar Rapids, I1A 52404
Phone: 3193935768

Sales Rep Name:
Sales Rep Phone:
Sales Rep E-Mail:
Sales Rep Fax:

Huedepohl, Jacob
319-393-5768
jacob.huedepohl@gmail.com

Fax: 3193935928 319-393-5928

Customer Information Project/Delivery Address Order Information
Ben Burns Burns, Ben 1467433 Quote Name: BACK WINDOW - VINYL OPTION
1721 Blake Blvd SE

Order Number: 732
CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 52403-2227 Lot # Quote Number: 6138580
Primary Phone: (319) 6657842 , Order Type: Installed Sales
Mobile Phone: County: Wall Depth:
Fax Number: Owner Name: Payment Terms:
E-Mail: coracbu@gmail.com Tax Code: 1LINN7%
Contact Name: Owner Phone: Cust Delivery Date: ~ None

Quoted Date: 9/24/2014
Great Plains #: Contracted Date:
Customer Number: 1007000655 Booked Date:
Customer Account: 1002508031 Customer PO #:
Line # Location: Attributes

15 BACK WINDOW

Viewed From Exterior

PELLA WARRANTY:

Item Price Qty

Ext'd Price

Vinyl Windows / Doors By Pella, Replacement Double Hung, Almond
$414.92 1

1: Double Hung, Equal
General Information:
Exterior Color / Finish:  Almond

Interior Color / Finish:  Almond

Glass: Insulated Low-E Advanced Low-E Insulating Glass Argon Non High Altitude
Hardware Options: Almond

Screen: Full Screen

Grille: No Grille,

Standard, Vinyl, Block Frame With Mull Groove, 3 1/4", 3 1/4", Sill Adapter Included, Head Expander Included

Thank You For Your Interest In Pella® Products

$414.92

Pella products are covered by Pella's limited warranties in effect at the time of sale. All applicable product warranties are incorporated into and become a part of this contract.
Please see the warranties for complete details, taking special note of the two important notice sections regarding installation of Pella products and proper management of moisture

For more information regarding the finishing, maintenance, service and warranty of all Pella® products, visit the Pella® website at www.pella.com
Printed on 9/24/2014 Detailed Proposal Page 1 of


www.pella.com

Customer: Ben Burns Project Name:  Burns, Ben 1467433 Quote Number: 6138580

within the wall system. Neither Pella Corporation nor Windows By Pellawill be bound by any other warranty unless specifically set out in this contract. However, Pella
Corporation will not be liable for branch warranties which create obligations in addition to or obligations which are inconsistent with Pella written warranties.

Clear opening (egress) information does not take into consideration the addition of a Rolscreen [or any other accessory] to the product. Y ou should consult your local building code
to ensure your Pella products meet local egress requirements.

Per the manufacturer’ s limited warranty, unfinished mahogany exterior windows and doors must be finished upon receipt prior to installing and refinished annualy, thereafter.
Variations in wood grain, color, texture or natural characteristics are not covered under the limited warranty.

TERMS & CONDITIONS:

ANY ALTERATIONS TO THE ABOVE MUST BE MADE IN WRITING AND ARE SUBJECT TO A 100% CANCELLATION FEE, AFTER THE ORDER IS ENTERED. Prices good for 30 days.
Upon acceptance it will become the entire agreement between the Buyer and Seller notwithstanding any previous communications or negotiations whether oral or written.

TAILGATE DELIVERY - CUSTOMER MUST BE PRESENT TO UNLOAD. THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING PELLA. WE WANT YOU TO BE VERY SATISFIED!

. , Order Totals
Customer Name (Please print) Pella Sales Rep Name (Please print)
Taxable Subtotal $414.92
Sales Tax @ 7% $29.04
Customer Signature Pella Sales Rep Signature
Non-taxable Subtotal $0.00
Date Date Total $443.96
Deposit Received
Amount Due $443.96

For more information regarding the finishing, maintenance, service and warranty of all Pella® products, visit the Pella® website at www.pella.com
Printed on 9/24/2014 Detailed Proposal Page 2 of 2


www.pella.com

Community Development and Planning Department
City Hall

101 First Street SE

Cedar Rapids, 1A 52401

Telephone: (319) 286-5041

To: Historic Preservation Commission

From: Anne Russett, Planner 11

Subject: Cedar Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey
Date: November 13, 2014

At the Historic Preservation Commission’s meeting on October 9, 2014, the staff presented the
Cedar Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey for the Commission’s
review and approval. At that meeting, members of the Commission requested more time to
review the survey for minor historical editing.

At the Commission’s meeting on October 23, 2014, Mark Stoffer-Hunter presented
recommended changes to the Survey and the Commission requested these corrections and edits
be incorporated [Attachment 1].

Recommended Action: The staff recommends that the Commission approve the corrected Cedar
Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey.

Attachment:
1. Cedar Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey, November
2014



Cedar Rapids Citywide
Historic and Architectural
Reconnaissance Survey

Amendment of
Historic Resources of Cedar Rapids, lowa
Multiple Property Submission Form, 2000

RNC# 090757001

FINAL REPORT - November 2014
Submitted to
City of Cedar Rapids, lowa

Contract 0512-228A

Prepared by
Marjorie Pearson, Ph.D.
Summit Envirosolutions, Inc.
1217 Bandana Boulevard North
St. Paul, Minnesota 55108
mpearson@summite.com
651-842-4206
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Background

This Cedar Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey study has been
undertaken as partial mitigation under a Memorandum of Agreement to resolve adverse effects
to historic properties under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for demolitions
of residential structures in flood-affected areas funded by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

In the fall of 2012, Summit acquired copies of previous survey reports, area studies, and MPDFs
that had been undertaken in Cedar Rapids between 1976 and 2010, to determine what had been
evaluated previously and where further work should be focused as part of this Citywide
Reconnaissance Survey. The 1976 survey was undertaken to comply with the requirements of
Section 106 in conjunction with a federal Community Development grant program to the City of
Cedar Rapids to assess properties targeted for demolition and removal in the Oak Hill, Riverside,
and Time Check/St. Patrick’s neighborhoods.

In 1993-1994, the City of Cedar Rapids Department of Planning and Redevelopment undertook a
survey of older residential neighborhoods ringing the central business district to comply with the
requirements of Section 106, as a condition of receiving federal community development block
grants from the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development. The work ultimately
resulted in the preparation of the Historic Resources of Cedar Rapids, lowa MPDF (2000). That
report identified nine potential historic districts and 184 potential individually eligible properties
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places among the four quadrants of the city.

The massive flooding in Cedar Rapids in June 2008, affected many of the potential districts and
individual properties that had been identified or listed previously, many on the West Side and a
lesser number on the East Side. As a result of receiving FEMA funding for flood recovery, the
City carried out assessments and re-evaluations of previously identified resources as well as
reconnaissance level surveys of several areas on the West Side that had not been previously
evaluated or had been evaluated so much earlier that they required new evaluations.

The intent of this current citywide reconnaissance survey was to focus on areas of the city that
had not been previously surveyed, extending beyond the older residential neighborhoods. Many
of these areas were not platted until the early years of the twentieth century or later, and a
number were not annexed to the city until 1929 or later. Large sections at the outer edges of the
city were not developed until World War 11 and later. The time period was extended to 1965.

In December 2012, Marjorie Pearson and Sara Nelson of Summit Envirosolutions made a
windshield survey assessment of the previously identified neighborhoods and historic districts
and areas of the city not previously surveyed. Prior to the windshield survey, likely survey areas
were identified through analysis of historic maps including Sanborn Insurance Maps and aerial
photographs. Of particular interest were areas laid out with curvilinear or non-traditional street
plans, as opposed to the more common grid plan, on the assumption that these might be suburban
residential communities with planning and landscape features that governed the overall
architectural design. These included neighborhoods that had been laid out prior to World War I,
as well as after World War 11.

Cedar Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey - 1



Pearson and Nelson drove through the neighborhoods of Cedar Rapids to refine their
assumptions and define neighborhoods for further reconnaissance survey work. These
neighborhoods were further defined through analysis of GIS data, aerial photographs, historical
accounts, newspaper records, city directories, and similar sources, a task made much easier by
the digitization of many records held by the Cedar Rapids Public Library.

Marjorie Pearson and Sara Nelson returned to Cedar Rapids in March and April of 2013 to
undertake reconnaissance level survey in the Northwest, Northeast, and Southeast quadrants of
the city. Only a few individual buildings and no larger areas were identified in the Southwest
Quadrant. In the identified areas, the survey was done on foot with photographs taken of
individual buildings and identification data recorded. In a few areas, initially thought to have
historic district potential, only streetscape photographs were taken because the reconnaissance
survey indicated low potential for historic districts. They also visited sites that had been
discussed in the Cedar Rapids section of Buildings of lowa (1993). In addition, they carried out
limited research in the archives held by the Linn County Historical Society at the Carl and Mary
Koehler History Center.

This report builds on the 2000 report, and although it follows the overall format of that report, it
expands the time period to 1965. It extends the discussion of Physical and Historical
Development to account for the expansion of city boundaries, the adoption of zoning regulations,
and impacts on development in the twentieth century. It also expands the discussion of
architectural styles and vernacular house forms and their relation to suburban development, and
it includes a discussion of modern architecture. The areas surveyed are discussed in greater detail
in the section on residential neighborhoods in their quadrants. The discussion of property types
have been expanded, particularly in relation to significance criteria. The 2000 report emphasizes
Criterion C significance and physical characteristics rather than Criteria A and B and associative
characteristics. The discussion of registration requirements has been expanded, particularly in
relation to Criterion B for association with historic figures and Criterion D for resources that
contribute to our understanding of historical development patterns.

The report content on the following pages follows the section titles and numbering of a Multiple

Property Document Form. It can be readily adapted for a formal MPDF submission as judged
appropriate by the lowa State Historic Preservation Office.

Cedar Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey - 2



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior N/A
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Architectural and Historical Resources of Cedar Rapids Residential Neighborhoods, 1870-1965
E. Statement of Historic Contexts
I. Introduction

This report expands the National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form
Historic Resources of Cedar Rapids, lowa, and its associated historic context, Architectural and
Historical Resources of Residential Neighborhoods, 1870-1940 (MPDF 2000),! in geographic extent
and time period (see Background) and follows its organization and format. The earlier report was based
on an architectural and historical survey of six residential neighborhoods ringing the central business
district undertaken between 1993 and 1995.2 As a result of the reconnaissance and intensive survey
work, nine potential historic districts were identified as meeting National Register eligibility criteria,
and more than 150 properties were identified as meeting individual eligibility criteria for the National
Register.

Three potential historic districts identified in MPDF 2000 are located in the Coe/Mount Vernon
neighborhood north of First Avenue and northeast of Coe College in the Northeast Quadrant. These are
the A Avenue Historic District, the B Avenue Historic District, and the C Avenue Historic District.
Their historical and architectural characteristics are described in MPDF 2000 and reiterated in a Greene
& College Addition Reconnaissance Survey report in 2003.> An expanded B Avenue Historic District
was listed on the National Register in 2013. The other two districts have not been listed on the National
Register; all have been subject to encroachment by the expansion of Coe College.

Four potential contiguous historic districts identified in MPDF 2000 are located in the Coe/Mount
Vernon neighborhood south of First Avenue in the Southeast Quadrant. These are the Second and Third
Avenue Historic District, the Redmond Park-Grande Avenue Historic District, the Huston Park-Bever
Avenue Historic District, and the Wellington-ldlewild Historic District. Their historical and
architectural characteristics are described in MPDF 2000. The Second and Third Avenue Historic
District was listed on the National Register in 2000. The Redmond Park-Grande Avenue Historic
District was listed on the National Register in 2001. Three identified individual properties were listed on
the National Register: Brown Apartments, 1234 Fourth Avenue SE, in 2010, Charles and Nellie Perkins
House, 1228 Third Avenue SE, in 2002, and Bethel AME Church, 512 6™ Street, in 2013.

! Marlys A. Svendsen, Historic Resources of Cedar Rapids, lowa, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property
Documentation Form(Cedar Rapids: City of Cedar Rapids, 2000). Note: this document has been accepted into the National
Register and has been assigned National Register #64500147.

2 Marlys A. Svendsen, Historical and Architectural Survey Report for Community Development Block Grant Neighborhoods,
Cedar Rapids, lowa (Cedar Rapids: City of Cedar Rapids, 1995).

® Marlys A. Svendsen, A Reconnaissance Survey of The Greene & College Addition and An Intensive Level Survey of 316-
17" Street NE, Cedar Rapids, lowa (Cedar Rapids: City of Cedar Rapids, 2000).
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One potential historic district identified in MPDF 2000 is located in the Oak Hill neighborhood in the
Southeast Quadrant. The architectural and historical characteristics of the St. Wenceslaus Historic
District are described in MPDF 2000. It has not been listed on the National Register, and many of the
buildings were severely impacted by the flood of 2008 and subsequently demolished.

One potential historic district described in MPDF 2000 is located in the Time Check/St. Patrick’s
neighborhood in the Northwest Quadrant. The architectural and historical characteristics of the G
Avenue NW Historic District are described in MPDF 2000. It has not been listed on the National
Register, and a number of the buildings were severely impacted by the flood of 2008 and at least eight
homes were subsequently demolished.

After the reconnaissance survey of 1993 and the intensive survey of 1995, the Young’s Hill/Kingston
Neighborhood in the Southwest Quadrant was surveyed again in 2006-2007. Two potential historic
districts were identified: the 8" Street SW Historic District and the Veterans Prospect Place Historic
District on Young’s Hill.> Neither district has been listed on the National Register. The 2006-2007
survey also identified 71 residential properties for potential individual eligibility. None has been listed
on the National Register, and a number of properties have been demolished after the flood of 2008.

In the aftermath of the 2008 flood, many portions of the Kingston neighborhood and the Riverside
neighborhood in the Southwest Quadrant and the Time Check/St. Patrick’s neighborhood in the
Northwest Quadrant were the subject of reconnaissance surveys to determine if there were National
Register eligible properties. These neighborhoods had been surveyed previously in 1993-1994. The only
new potential historic districts identified as the result of survey work in 2009 and 2010 were the
Kingston Residential Historic District and the Ellis Boulevard West Historic District. None has been
listed on the National Register.

MPDF 2000 commented: “Residential neighborhoods that lay beyond the neighborhoods surveyed in
1993-1995 include a few subdivisions developed beginning in the 1920s but generally include areas that
saw construction during the late 1930s and 1940s. These areas remain unsurveyed at this point but are
likely to include additional National Register eligible historic districts and individual properties.”®

The purpose of this expanded study has been to undertake a reconnaissance survey of the neighborhoods
that extend geographically beyond those surveyed in 1993-1995. This study has found a variety of
notable subdivisions and additions throughout Cedar Rapids. A few were platted as early as the late
1890s. Many date their beginnings to the first two decades of the twentieth century, although

4 camillaR. Deiber, Louis Berger Group, Inc., Architectural Reconnaissance Survey for the G Avenue NW Historic District,
Cedar Rapids, Linn County, lowa (Cedar Rapids: City of Cedar Rapids, 2009). This survey report was prepared after the
2008 flood.

® Marlys A. Svendsen, Young’s Hill/Kingston Neighborhood Historical and Architectural Survey (Cedar Rapids: Housing
Services, 2008). Note: this survey report was prepared before the 2008 flood.

® Svendsen 2000, E:4.
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construction continued into the 1950s. Several areas in the Northwest, Northeast, and Southeast
Quadrants may have potential for listing as National Register historic districts with district boundaries
and contributing buildings to be defined through intensive survey. In addition, these three quadrants, as
well as the Southwest Quadrant, contain buildings with the potential for individual National Register
listing.

I1. Overview of Physical and Historical Development
a. Settlement and Ongoing Development

Cedar Rapids was initially platted as Rapids City in 1841 and then incorporated as a small settlement of
some 300 people on the east bank of the Cedar River in 1849. Kingston, the settlement on the west bank
of the river, was established in 1852. The two communities consolidated under the name of Cedar
Rapids in 1870. The city boundaries were enlarged in 1884 and again in 1890, on both sides of the
river. This last annexation established the city boundaries which were in force into the 1920s. Inclusion
within the city boundaries enabled developers to lay out substantial residential additions with graded
streets and alleys and sanitary sewer and gas lines. Many of these additions extended beyond the core
areas discussed in MPDF 2000 and helped shape the residential character of the city as it moved away
from downtown and the river. A study for the Cedar Rapids school system published in 1924 noted the
residential expansion to the north and east: “Thirty per cent of all new residential building improvement
in the city in 1923 took place in the district north of First Avenue and east of Nineteenth Street. In this
area prgctically one-fourth of all residential construction and improvement in the city in 1923 took
place.”

The expansion of the city and its population led the City Council to appoint a Zoning Commission in
1924 to regulate further growth and development. The commission hired Harlan Bartholomew, city
planning engineer, of St. Louis to develop the plan. The first use district map was adopted in 1925 and
continued to be updated to accommodate new property uses and ongoing annexation.® The jurisdictions
of Linn County held elections in 1925 and 1926 to approve annexation of Kenwood Park north of the
city boundaries and other areas to the east, west, and south. After a review by the District Court,
portions of the annexed area were rejected, but the other boundaries were fixed in 1929. The city also
adopted the quadrant system in 1929 and changed the directions in the street names to the current
system. The court decision gave Cedar Rapids an area of 28.11 square miles with the eastern boundary
adjoining the city of Marion and the western boundary at the west edge of Cedar Township. The north
and south boundaries coincided with railroad rights-of-way.’ These new boundaries were reflected in the
Map of Cedar Rapids, lowa, and the published City Plan of Cedar Rapids. They are also depicted in a

" A School Building Program for Cedar Rapids, lowa (lowa City: University of lowa College of Education, 1924), 5.

8 Janet Stevenson Murray and Frederick Gray Murray, The Story of Cedar Rapids (New York: Stratford House, 1950), 46-
47; “Zoning Laws Are Submitted to the Public,” Cedar Rapids Tribune, April 24, 1925, 3.

° Svendsen 2000, E:8.
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revised use district map adopted in 1942."° Many of the areas within the expanded city boundaries were
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19 City Engineer’s Office, Map of Cedar Rapids, lowa (Des Moines: American Lithographers and Printing Co., 1930);
Harland Bartholomew and Associates, A City Plan for Cedar Rapids (Cedar Rapids: City Plan Commission, 1931); Cedar
Rapids, lowa, Use District Map (Cedar Rapids: City Plan and Zoning Commission, revised 1942).
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In 1930, the population of Cedar Rapids was 52,000, increasing to 62,000 in 1940, 72,000 in 1950,
92,000 in 1960, and 110,000 in 1970, making it lowa’s second largest city. The city boundaries were
also expanded during these years, from 28.36 square miles in 1939, to 29.26 square miles in 1957, to 45
square miles in 1962, to 48 square miles in 1967."

The increase of more than 10,000 industrial jobs between 1939 and 1945 was accompanied by the
construction of new residences. There were approximately 16,000 homes in 1939 and 21,644 in 1945.
Growth continued as the city’s industrial economy supplied employment to many World War 11
veterans. The number of dwelling units in the city reached 25,000 in 1954, 81% of which were owner-
occupied. Growth of new residences continued at a slower pace into the next decade, reaching a total of
approximately 29,538 dwelling units in 1962; however, in just 4 years, nearly 10,000 new residences
were constructed, and in 1966 there were 38,141 homes in the city. *2

Between 1970 and 1990, the population of the city was essentially stable at approximately 110,000. It
grew to 122,000 in 2000 and 127,000 in 2010. The current city boundaries encompass some 72 square
miles.’®

b. Cedar River

The Cedar River has been the defining element of the city since its founding. The rapids were harnessed
as early as 1842 as a source of waterpower through dam building efforts north of May’s Island, located
in the middle of the river between today’s First Avenue and Fifth Avenue. Industry located along the
riverfront on both sides of the river to take advantage of the waterpower, and the Quaker Oats plant
remains an important presence on the river front. Downtown Cedar Rapids was established on the east
bank of the river opposite May’s Island, and a small commercial district extended across the island
along Third Avenue on the west side. Residential areas spread out on the flats past the riverside
industries. May’s Island became the heart of Cedar Rapids civic government in the early twentieth
century with the construction of the Veterans’ Memorial Building/Coliseum (1927-1928, designed by
New York architect Henry J. Hornbostel with Cedar Rapids architect William J. Brown), home of City
Hall, the Chamber of Commerce, and the National Guard armory; the Linn County Courthouse (1925-
1926, designed by Urbana, Illinois architect Joseph W. Royer); and a landscaped plaza linking the two
civic buildings. A third component of the new civic complex was the U.S. Post Office, Federal Building,
and Courthouse (1931-1933, designed under the direction of James A. Wetmore, Supervising Architect
of the U.S. Treasury) on the east bank at Second Avenue and 1st Street.™

1 U.S. Census Bureau; “Cedar Rapids: Statistical Review,” Cedar Rapids City Directory (St. Paul: R. L. Polk and Company,
1939, 1957, 1962, 1967).

12 «Cedar Rapids: Statistical Review,” 1939, 1945, 1950, 1962, 1966.

3'U.S. Census Bureau.

1% David Gebhard and Gerald Mansheim, Buildings of lowa (New York: Oxford University Press), 182-183. The May’s
Island Historic District was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1978: NRIS #78001240. The former Post
Office Building has housed Cedar Rapids City Hall since the flooding of 2008.
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The city set up a park commission in 1894. One of the early city parks was the large 400-acre Ellis Park,
on the west side of the river, established in 1901. Its attractions are described:

Ellis Park spreads out on wooded hills at the extreme upper end of the West Side
bordering the river. Here on the farmlands of the town’s first permanent settler are
grounds for baseball, tennis, archery, horse shoes, a nine hole municipal golf course, rose
garden, ponds for aquatic plants and water fowl, the Lazell wild flower garden, and the
unique Shakespeare garden.

Cedar River is at its best along the Ellis Park front, the wide deep backwater from the
dam a mile below is ideal for all kinds of boating, and from the clearings in the high
bluffs immediately above, the view of river, hills, and distant city is excellent.’®

Riverside Park, also on the west side of the river but much farther downstream, was established in 1894
and is the third oldest park in the city; it provided a major recreational area for the nearby
Bohemian/Czech community. For example in 1906, a large Bohemian Day celebration was held in
Riverside Park.*

Early dams on the river were constructed to provide water power, including the 1870 dam constructed
by Nicholas Brown at the base of B Avenue NE. That timber and rock dam was repaired and
strengthened after flooding in 1894. A new concrete dam was constructed between 1914 and 1918 to
improve recreation on the river and meet the manufacturing needs of the Quaker Oats cereal processing
mills. This dam also was used as a flood control measure. It was removed in 1978 in conjunction with
the construction of Interstate 380 and was replaced by the existing 5-in-1 dam. The Highwater Rock, in
the east half of the river, just below the dam, remains visible when the river levels are low. This natural
feature began to be used in the 1840s to judge river depths for the purpose of fording the rapids.*’

Bridges that span the river were crucial to the development of Cedar Rapids on both sides of the river.
Some accommodated both vehicular and pedestrian traffic while others were devoted to railroad traffic.
The first permanent bridge was located at Third Avenue and was built in 1871. That bridge was replaced
in 1911-1912 by the current Third Avenue Bridge, which was rehabilitated in 1966. The original First
Avenue Bridge was built in 1885; the bridge that replaced it in 1920 was rehabilitated in 1964. It is
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.'® The Second Avenue Bridge was built in 1906 and

15 Murray and Murray, 46. See also, George T. Henry, Cedar Rapids, lowa (Chicago: Arcadia Publishing, 2001), 119-120.
1% Henry, 121; George T. Henry and Mark W. Hunter, Cedar Rapids Then and Now (Chicago: Arcadia Publishing, 2003), 95.
17 Svendsen 2000, E:8-9. The location of the dam is shown on Official Map of the City of Cedar Rapids, lowa (Des Moines:
Midland Map and Engineering Co., 1921). See Bridgehunter.com/Cedar Rapids, lowa, for further information on the 5-in-1
dam. The High Water Rock was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1977: NRIS #77000535.

18 Jeffrey A. Hess and Michelle Crow-Dolby, First Avenue Bridge, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form:
NRIS #98000530 (Loveland, Co.: Fraserdesign, 1994).



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior N/A
National Park Service Name of Property
Linn, lowa
National Register of Historic Places County and State .
. . Historic Resources of Cedar Rapids, lowa
Continuation Sh eet Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number _E Page 9

reconstructed in 1965. The original F Avenue NW/B Avenue NE bridge was built in 1875, then replaced
in 1914 when the adjacent concrete dam was constructed. That bridge was removed in 1979 after the
multi-level Interstate 380 Bridge opened the previous November.'® This group of bridges served the
downtown commercial area and upstream industry.

Another group of bridges downstream linked several industries and residential neighborhoods. The
Eighth Avenue Bridge was built in 1938 and rehabilitated in 1987. The first Sixteenth Avenue Bridge,
built in 1875, was replaced in 1910 by a concrete arch bridge. That bridge was replaced by the 1989
Czech Village Bridge, known as the “Bridge of Lions.” The Twelfth Avenue Bridge, built in 1974, is a
late addition to these river crossings.

Two major railroad bridges crossed the Cedar River. The Burlington Cedar Rapids & Northern
(BCR&N) bridge led from the Sinclair/Wilson meat packing plant on the east side to the city sewage
treatment plant on the west side. The bridge was abandoned in 1980, and only part of the span survives.
The still-active Chicago & Northwestern (CNW) bridge dates from 1898. It links the west bank and the
Quaker Oats plant on the east side.

The Cedar Rapids and lowa City Interurban Railroad (CRANDIC) had two bridges over the river that
led from downtown. One at Fourth Avenue spanned May’s Island; it no longer survives. The 1903 Pratt
through-truss bridge south of Eighth Avenue survived until it was largely destroyed by the 2008 flood.?

The river was a factor in the location of two significant infrastructure improvements: the city water
treatment system and the sewage treatment system. The Cedar Rapids Water Works Plant was
constructed in 1926-1929 in Northeast Cedar Rapids near Shaver Park, about two miles north of
downtown, and put into operation in 1930; it had a capacity of 12 million gallons a day.”* The buildings
were designed by Chicago architect Victor Andre Matteson in a Gothic Revival style.?? The plant has
been expanded over the years and is still in operation. The water treatment plant was soon followed by a
new sewage treatment plant, located on the west bank of the river about two miles south of downtown.
The plant was constructed between 1933 and 1935 using Public Works Administration (PWA) funds.
When it opened, it received daily six million gallons of domestic sewage and 1.5 million gallons of
packing house wastes from the Wilson and Company plant directly across the river.?® “Cedar Rapids
was the first city in lowa to undertake sewage treatment on an all-inclusive basis. That is, it was the first
municipality of [its] size to recognize and accept both the domestic and industrial wastes as a
responsibility of the Public Health Department.”®* The sewage treatment plant remained in operation at
this location until 1976.

9 Highways of Cedar Rapids: http://iowahighways.org/highways/cedarrapids.html. See also Bridgehunter.com/Cedar
Rapids, lowa. Donald A. Karr, Jr., Images of Cedar Rapids (Cedar Rapids: Prairie Valley Publishing Company, 1987), 68.
0 See Bridgehunter.com/Cedar Rapids, lowa, for further information on all bridges.

2l “Cedar Rapids: Statistical Review," 1939.

22 Kathryn Bishop Eckhart, Buildings of Michigan, rev. ed. (Charlottesville, Va: University of Virginia Press, 2012), 316.
2% John C. Mclntyre, “The Cedar Rapids Sewage Treatment Plant,” Sewage Works Journal 8 (May 1936): 448.

# Howard R. Green, “Cedar Rapids’ Agreement with the Packers,” Sewage Works Journal 9 (November 1937): 950.
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The Cedar River has helped to define Cedar Rapids since its founding, for good and ill. It has been a
source of waterpower and recreation, and it has also been the source of periodic flooding, which in turn
has altered the city’s fabric. In the city’s very early years, a 20-foot flood in 1851 washed out the ferry
operation that connected Cedar Rapids and Kingston. That 20-foot record was equaled in 1929, when
many streets in the Kingston neighborhood were flooded. The next major flood record was set in 1933
with an 18.6 foot crest. Other records were 18.23 feet in 1947, 19.66 feet in 1961, 18.51 feet in 1965,
19.27 feet in 1993, 18.31 feet in 1999, and 18.30 feet in 2004. As a result of flooding, the city began to
remove buildings from locations close to the river and build parkland. That effort intensified after the
record-breaking 31.12 foot flood of 2008.%° The city has adopted a flood management system to build
river walls, levees, and a 220-acre open space between the levees, floodwalls, and the river, to be called
the Greenway. The system will help absorb flood waters and become a community recreational area.
The city is also creating riverfront attractions including a city promenade on both sides of the river and a
riverfront amphitheater on the west bank.”®

C. The Railroads

As stated in MPDF 2000, by 1900 Cedar Rapids claimed the status of “railroad traffic pivot of the
middle west.” Railroad lines “crisscrossed Cedar Rapids’ west side, the downtown, and the riverfront.
Their routes established extensive industrial corridors and warehouse districts and, in turn, attracted
working class residential neighborhoods.” Major lines continued from downtown to the northeast and
southeast and helped to define neighborhood boundaries. “Railroads continued to be one of the principal
urban geographic factors defining Cedar Rapids after 1900. The access points and approaches to Cedar
Rapids remained the same. . . . Alignment of the railroad corridors did not change. Factory sites,
warehouse districts, and residential neighborhoods continued along all rail corridors.” The development
of the rail lines, the location of the routes, their impact on neighborhood boundaries, and the
establishment of factories and manufacturing districts are all discussed in greater detail in MPDF
2000.2” When constructed, the rail lines carried both passenger and freight traffic. Passenger trains no
longer go through Cedar Rapids, but rail freight is active on all the major lines. Prominent grade
crossings downtown and in many residential neighborhoods reinforce the presence of the city’s railroad
corridors.

d. Street Railways and Interurban
MPDF 2000 describes the beginnings of the Cedar Rapids streetcar system and how it served to link

areas of the city and nearby communities. An electrified system that replaced earlier horse-drawn
streetcars was installed in 1891. Over 13 miles of track were in operation by 1910, with streetcars

% Stephen J. Lyons, The 1,000-Year Flood (Guilford, Conn.: Globe Pequot Press, 2010), 199.

% City of Cedar Rapids, Parks and Recreation Master Plan (Cedar Rapids: Cedar Rapids Parks and Recreation, 2010), 21,
23.

27 Svendsen 2000, E:9-11.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior N/A
National Park Service Name of Property
Linn, lowa
National Register of Historic Places County and State .
. . Historic Resources of Cedar Rapids, lowa
Continuation Sh eet Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number _E Page _11

running every 15 to 20 minutes along various routes. “Residential districts were no longer confined to
neighborhoods that surrounded factory sites or abutted manufacturing corridors. Land that was once
considered too far from the city center for profitable development became suitable for residential
suburbs. And in the case of the town of Kenwood Park, an entire community was built in the middle of
the country along the ‘Boulevard’ [First Avenue].”?® The names and routes of streetcar lines were
prominently featured in advertisements and promotions for many new residential additions, especially
those on the east side, such as Vernon Heights, Bever Park, Ridgewood, and Midway Park. The city also
used the routes of the electric transportation lines to guide the locations of public schools.?

The streetcar tracks and overhead wires were eventually removed after service halted in 1937. Today
local bus lines run along some of these same routes.

Interurban lines operated between Cedar Rapids and lowa City, beginning in 1904 and ending in 1953.
A line between Cedar Rapids and Waterloo-Cedar Falls operated between 1914 and 1954.%° Most of the
tracks through the city were either removed or converted to other uses. One of the bridges over the river
survived until the 2008 flood. A few other bridges survive over Prairie Creek and over other rail lines in
the far Southwest Quadrant.

e. Utilities

MPDF 2000 emphasizes the role of public utilities—gas, electricity, and telephone—in the growth and
expansion of the city: “The introduction of gas and electric power and the installation of telephone
service had profound impacts on the way Cedar Rapids operated and ultimately the way buildings were
built and neighborhoods developed. . . The use of gas and electric power at the turn of the century
brought changes to residential living much in the way indoor plumbing had a generation earlier.” **
These services were essential to the neighborhoods covered in the previous study, and the growth of the
city’s residential neighborhoods covered in this report would have occurred much more slowly without
them.

Another essential utility service, not discussed in MPDF 2000, was the city’s water and sewerage
system, which was greatly expanded during the twentieth century. The city’s water was provided by a
series of deep wells built in 1926-1929 that channeled the water into the Cedar Rapids Water Works
Plant. The plant is distinguished by its Gothic Revival architecture, designed by Victor Andre Matteson.
It has been expanded over the years to meet the needs of city residents. Shortly after the completion of
the plant, the city began to plan a new riverfront sewage treatment plant that was notable for processing
both domestic sewage and industrial waste from the Wilson and Company meat packing plant. City

% Svendsen 2000, E:11.

2% «gchool Building Program,” 76, Figure D.

% Svendsen 2000, E:12; Ernie Danek, Cedar Rapids: Tall Corn and High Technology, A Pictorial History (Woodland Hills,
Ca.: Windsor Publications, 1980), 53.

%1 Svendsen 2000, E:12, 13.
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water and sewage lines were extended into the new suburban developments being constructed beyond
the core residential neighborhoods in the first three decades of the twentieth century.

f. The Automobile

MPDF 2000 states: “Introduction of the automobile to Cedar Rapids after 1900 affected the city in the
same ways that it influenced other American urban areas. Residential neighborhoods could be quickly
developed beyond the reaches of streetcar lines. Garages were built along the alleys in these new
neighborhoods and in older areas, carriage houses saw their wagon doors give way to doors sized and
designed for automobiles.”2

Nonetheless, horse-drawn vehicles remained a presence in residential neighborhoods at least into the
1930s, as vividly depicted in poet Paul Engle’s memoir of his childhood in Cedar Rapids.** Promotional
accounts of such new residential additions as Ridgewood describe visitors arriving by horse-drawn
carriages, streetcars, and automobiles.>* Horses continued to be used for work purposes, such as delivery
wagons and equipment hauling through the 1930s.

Paving was crucial to making streets usable for automobiles. Brick pavers were used on downtown
streets and gradually spread out to the residential neighborhoods. Additions like Vernon Heights boasted
of paved brick streets even before houses were constructed. Concrete was also a popular paving
material. By the 1910s, experiments with various types of asphalt paving systems such as Tarvia were
used on new city streets.*

The rise of the automobile was also accompanied by the creation of highways to carry motorists out into
the country and from one city to another. Cedar Rapids businessmen W.G. Haskell, owner of one of the
first automobiles in the city, and Edward Killian, a founder of Killian’s Department Store, helped to
promote the new cross-country Lincoln Highway and establish its route across Linn County in 1915.
originally followed First Avenue to Marion, then led southeast to Mount Vernon. When Marion lost its
status as the county seat, the highway followed the route of today’s Mount VVernon Road, which was
paved in 1921. In 1928, it became part of U.S. Highway 30. Mount Vernon Road is a major route
leading from downtown to the residential areas of the Southeast Quadrant.

36 It

%2 Svendsen 2000, E:13.

% paul Engle, A Lucky American Childhood (lowa City: University of lowa Press, 1996). Engle (1908-1991) lived on Fifth
Avenue SE now in the Wellington-ldlewild Historic District. His father owned a livery business and then a riding academy
in a stable located nearby and died of a heart attack while training a horse in 1942.

¥ «“Now Comes Beautiful Ridgewood [advertisement],” Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette, September 19, 1908: “Last Sunday
afternoon there was a constant stream of teams, automobiles and people coming through Ridgewood.”

% «Apout Tar-Macadam Paving [advertisement],” Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette, October 16, 1908.

% Svendsen 2000, E:13-14. See also, Leah D. Rogers and Clare L. Kernek, The Lincoln Highway Association’s “Object
Lesson’: The Seedling Mile in Linn County, lowa (Cedar Rapids: Linn County, 2004); Highways of Cedar Rapids.
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Another early highway, also registered in 1915, was the Red Ball Route, which was part of a north-south
route between St. Paul and St. Louis. It became part of lowa State Highway 40 on the west side of the
river. In 1938, Highway 40 became part of U.S. Highway 218, on a north-south route that parallels
today’s Interstate 380.’

U.S. Highway 151 superseded U.S. 30 as the major highway route through Cedar Rapids. It coincides
with First Avenue, which divides the quadrants along much of its route. As a highway, it also supplanted
the streetcars and interurban line that ran along First Avenue.

Interstate Highway 380 was the last major highway to have an impact on Cedar Rapids. In 1968, the
lowa Highway Commission submitted plans for a Cedar Valley Expressway to the Federal Highway
Administration as part of the interstate highway system between Waterloo and lowa City. The first
segment reached the southern part of the city in 1973 and was at “the doorstep of downtown Cedar
Rapids” by 1976. It was completed through the city by November 1982, on an elevated roadway through
the Southwest Quadrant and a section of the Northwest Quadrant, then looping across the northern edge
of downtown and extending to the north across the Northeast Quadrant.®® The construction of the
highway triggered some of the first major assessments of the historic areas of Cedar Rapids, as a result
of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.

g. Economic Trends

MPDF 2000 gives an overview of the major industries that were established in Cedar Rapids in the
nineteenth century and into the first decades of the twentieth century. Most were located close to the
river and along the railroad corridors. While the physical structures may survive, most of the industries
themselves have moved elsewhere, and other industries have moved into these buildings. An exception
is the Quaker Oats Company, which had its origins in Cedar Rapids in 1873. The company remains in
its Northeast location on a 22-acre site north of downtown on the east side of the river.*® It has
continued to provide employment to hundreds of Cedar Rapids residents who live throughout the city.

Cedar Rapids is the home of many industrial operations, two of which were important to production
during World War I1. The Collins Radio Company, founded in 1933, was headquartered in Kenwood
Park, at 855 35" Street NE. The company designed and manufactured radio communication equipment,
and “special electronic equipment for military and other government uses.”* The lowa Manufacturing
Company was organized in 1923 to manufacture paving equipment for road construction. It held many
war-time contracts including “the manufacture of road building machinery” and “tank retrievers and

" Highways of Cedar Rapids. “Historic Auto Trails: lowa Registered Routes,” lowa Department of Transportation:
http://iowdot.gov/autotrails/autoroutes_registered.htm.

* Highways of Cedar Rapids.

% Svendsen 2000, E:15.

%0 «Collins Radio Co.,” R. L. Polk & Co’s Cedar Rapids City Directory, Manufacturers’ Department [classified] (Saint Paul:
R. L. Polk and Company, 1945), 8.
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parts.” In March 1945, a plea was made for additional employees. The company employed more than
1,000 workers, but to keep contracts on schedule, the War Manpower Commission raised the manpower
ceiling to 1,200.*

Collins Radio was purchased by Rockwell International in 1973. The company’s original building
complex is still in use by the avionics division, Rockwell Collins, and the company has continued to
expand to other sites throughout greater Cedar Rapids. Cedar Rapids industries and their surviving
structures are discussed in greater detail in the historic context study, Commercial and Industrial
Development of Cedar Rapids, lowa, ¢.1865-c.1945 (MPDF 1997) and an updated revision, Industrial
Development of Cedar Rapids, lowa, c. 1865 — 1965 (in preparation).*?

Downtown Cedar Rapids had been largely redeveloped as a commercial business and shopping center
with related entertainment functions by the 1920s. The changing face of downtown and its surviving
historic buildings is discussed in greater detail in the historic context study cited above and in an
updated revision, Commercial and Industrial Development of Downtown Cedar Rapids, c. 1865 — 1965
(in preparation).

MPDF 2000 discusses the role of banking and the related insurance industries in shaping downtown, as
well as providing financing and mortgages for expanding residential neighborhoods. A variety of federal
programs such as the FHA loan program helped to shape new residential neighborhoods in the years
after World War 11 as well as new residential construction in older neighborhoods.*

The adoption of the Cedar Rapids Zoning Code in 1925 and subsequent revisions helped to reinforce the
locations of industrial, commercial, and residential districts throughout the city.

h. Ethnic Groups

Many European immigrants made their homes in Cedar Rapids. Bohemians or Czecho-Slovaks were the
largest immigrant group and the only one to locate in concentrated geographical areas on both sides of
the river. There, residents had easy access to local businesses and industries. These neighborhoods are
now known as Czech Village on the west bank and NewBo on the east bank, although the residential
population is much smaller, due to extensive demolition after the 2008 flood. Meanwhile, as members of
the Bohemian-American community prospered, they moved out into the extended neighborhoods
throughout the city.

! «plea Made for Additional Men at lowa Manufacturing Company,” Cedar Rapids Tribune, March 15, 1945, 1.

2 Marlys A. Svendsen, Commercial and Industrial Development of Cedar Rapids, lowa, ¢.1865-c.1945, National Register of
Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form (Cedar Rapids: City of Cedar Rapids, 1997). Note: this document has
been accepted into the National Register and has been assigned National Register #64500150.

*% Svendsen 2008, 57-59, 70-71, discusses the role of the FHA loan program in the development of the Veterans’ Prospect
Place Historic District.
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CSPS Hall, 1105 3" Street SE, was listed on the National Register in 1978. The Bohemian Commercial
Historic District at 3" Street SE and 14™ Avenue SE was listed on the National Register in 2002. The
district was enlarged to areas on both sides of the river in 2012. The Sokol Gymnasium, 417 3" Street
SE, was listed on the National Register in 2013.*

Other immigrant groups were more dispersed geographically and established their identity through
churches or other religious institutions and related social and cultural organizations. An example of such
a building is the Moslem Temple (also known as the Mother Mosque), 1335 9" Street NW, listed on the
National Register in 1996.%°

The small African-American community of Cedar Rapids also expressed its identity through its
churches. Among them is the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, 512 6™ Street SE, listed on
the National Register in 2013. It is the home of the city’s oldest African-American congregation.*®

i. Social and Cultural Life

MPDF 2000 focused much of its attention on churches and schools as indicators of the “diversity and
growth of the community’s social life.”*” Both accompanied the growth of the city’s population and the
expanding residential neighborhoods. MPDF 2000 also discussed the local Chautaugua movement and
its relationship to local educational institutions. Previously, churches and civic institutions, such as
libraries, parks, schools, and the YMCA and the YWCA, in the downtown area were discussed in
MPDF 1997.®

Churches of many denominations, as well as a few synagogues and the Moslem Temple/Mother Mosque
of the immigrant Syrian community, spread out from the downtown core. MPDF 2000 concludes:
“Together, Cedar Rapids’ religious architecture spanned the ecclesiastical styles and church forms of the
late 19™ and early 20™ centuries.”*® A more detailed study of Cedar Rapids religious institutions is
discussed in another historic context (Religious Building Survey, in preparation). The only other
religious building, besides the Moslem Temple and the Bethel AME Church, on the National Register is
St. Paul M.E. Church, 1340 3" Avenue SE, listed in 1985.*

4 Jan Olive Full, Sokol Gymnasium, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form: NRIS # 13000274 (lowa City:
Tallgrass Historians LC, 2013).

45 George T. Henry, Cedar Rapids, lowa (Chicago: Arcadia Publishing, 2001), 80. The National Register listing is
#96000516. A Syrian and Lebanese Christian community established the St. George Orthodox Church in 1914. The current
church building dates from 1993 and is on the outskirts of Cedar Rapids at 3650 Cottage Grove Avenue SE.

%® Jan Olive Full, Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form: NRIS
#13000927 (Des Moines: lowa State Historic Preservation Office, 2013).

*" Svendsen 2000, E:21.

“® Svendsen 1997, E:21-26.

*® Svendsen 2000, E:22.

%0 st. paul M.E. Church is listed under NRIS #85001376. This church, as well as the Westminster Presbyterian Church,
successor to the Second Presbyterian Church, are both included in the Second and Third Avenue Historic District. Marlys A.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior N/A
National Park Service Name of Property
Linn, lowa
National Register of Historic Places County and State .
. . Historic Resources of Cedar Rapids, lowa
Continuation Sh eet Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number _E Page _16

Following the end of World War 11, the number of churches and the denominations they represented,
doubled between 1945 and 1967, from 57 churches and 18 denominations to 106 churches and 54
denominations. Most of these buildings were constructed in the newer areas of the city, as they were
developed with suburban residences.>

Fraternal and membership organizations have played an important role in the life of Cedar Rapids since
its early beginnings. Foremost among them are the Masons. Their presence is recognized in the Scottish
Rite Consistory Building No. 2, 616 A Avenue NE, built in 1927-1928, connecting to the 1910 Masonic
Temple, and listed on the National Register in 1998. The lowa Masonic Library, one of the foremost
collections of its kind of Masonic and non-Masonic works including a local lowa history collection, has
been located in Cedar Rapids since 1883. Its current building (1953-1955) at 813 First Avenue SE also
incorporates a Masonic museum and auditorium. It was designed by Mason City architects Hansen and
Waggoner and Chariton, lowa, architect William L. Perkins.

Cedar Rapids began to undertake an ambitious school construction program in 1868 with the
construction of the first Adams and Jefferson schools. The citywide Washington High School on Greene
Square received a new building in 1891. In the 1920s, it built four geographically distributed junior high
schools.*® As the city expanded its boundaries and new residential developments were built up, older
schools were enlarged and even more schools were constructed to meet the needs of the student
population. Many of the school buildings are architecturally distinguished and add to the character of
their surrounding neighborhoods.

The public school system is paralleled by a system of private religious schools, particularly those
affiliated with Catholic churches. The school buildings often form part of a complex of religious
buildings and are architecturally related to the adjacent church buildings.

Coe College and Mount Mercy University, originally Sacred Heart Academy, are important institutions
of higher education that have long played an important role in Cedar Rapids.

Recommendation: A more detailed historic context study of Cedar Rapids educational and cultural
institutions and their buildings and sites is recommended.

Svendsen, Second and Third Avenue Historic District, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form: NRIS
#00000926 (Cedar Rapids: Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission, 2000).

°! Cedar Rapids, “Statistical Review,” 1945, 1947, 1950, 1954, 1957, 1962, 1966, 1967.

%2 Murray and Murray, 164-166; Gebhard and Mansheim, 185-186. The National Register listing for the Consistory Building
is NRIS #98001327.

*% Henry, 74-75; Danek, 108. See A School Building Program for Cedar Rapids. The four schools, designed in a Collegiate
Gothic style by architect Herbert [Bert] Rugh, were Franklin in the Northeast Quadrant, Roosevelt in the Northwest
Quadrant, McKinley in the Southeast Quadrant, and Wilson in the Southwest Quadrant.
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I11. Architectural and Historical Resources of Residential Neighborhoods, 1870-1965 Context
a. Architectural Styles and Vernacular House Forms
MPDF 2000 comments:

Prior to 1900 and in the decades leading up to World War |1, the house styles and forms in
Cedar Rapids' fast growing residential neighborhoods were largely the products of the
domestic architectural movement that focused on vernacular house forms. This movement
adopted a series of basic forms and emphasized the mass production of millwork elements,
structural members and systems, cladding, and finish materials. Building parts and eventually
whole designs were introduced through catalogues to prospective suppliers. Pattern books
and plan books were distributed by dozens of companies including America's greatest mail
order company, Sears, Roebuck and Co. Individual designs were spotlighted in magazines
such as Western Architect, House Beautiful, Good Housekeeping, Architectural Record,
Better Homes and Gardens, and Ladies' Home Journal. After 1900 advertisements in local
newspapers highlighted the availability of plans from the Gordon-Van Tine Company of
Davenport, lowa. This company manufactured and sold pre-fabricated houses of the type
commonly found in neighborhoods developed before and after World War 11.%*

Many of the pattern and plan books were compiled by architects who specialized in house designs for a
mass market. For example, Glenn Sexton, an architect based in Minneapolis, was known for selling
plans for affordable houses. Local lumber yards often sold plans to aspiring home owners and
contractors along with the materials to build such houses. Another periodical, The Craftsman, was
highly influential in promoting house designs, and in fact, gave its name to an architectural style derived
from the late nineteenth-century Arts and Crafts movement. Not only did Sears, Roebuck and Company
provide house plans through its catalog in the late 1890s, it also began in 1908 to provide house kits
with everything needed to build a house on site. Its counterpart, the Montgomery Ward Company
offered similar services, selling building materials and plans in the early twentieth century, then selling
kit homes beginning in 1917. The Gordon-Van Tine Company of Davenport, lowa, was organized in
1906 as an outgrowth of the U.N. Roberts Company. It initially offered building materials and ready-cut
materials for houses, then began selling plans by mail order in 1912. In 1916, the company started
selling kits for complete houses. It also produced kit homes for Montgomery Ward, under the Wardway
Homes label in the 1920s. It remained in business until 1947.>

Within the expanding neighborhoods of Cedar Rapids examined in this report, there were various
approaches to building houses. Developers of new additions and subdivisions emphasized the sale of

> Svendsen 2000, E:24.

*® For more information on kit houses: Robert Schweitzer, “Sears’ Early Bungalows,” Cottages and Bungalows,
October/November 2008, 20-24; Robert Schweitzer, “The House that Ward Built,” Cottages and Bungalows, April 2010, 78-
81; Robert Schweitzer, “The Bungalows of Gordon-Van Tine,” Cottages and Bungalows, Spring 2008, 20-25.
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lots, but some of them also offered pre-built houses or houses built to suit individual lot purchasers. If
the new property owner only purchased a single lot, then he or she could contract directly with an
architect and/or builder for a new house. Few architects are known, and it is likely that most of the
houses were the products of ready-made plans, interpreted by local contractors. MPDF 2000 comments:
“Prior to 1900 Cedar Rapids had only a handful of professional architects with local practices.
Architects William Fulkerson, Charles Diemann [sic], Ferdinand Fiske, Eugene Taylor, and H. S.
Josselyn practiced under the firm names of Smith & Fulkerson, Diemann [sic] & Fiske, and Josselyn &
Taylor beginning in the 1880s. They designed houses for some of Cedar Rapids' early industrialists and
business leaders but most of their work involved commercial or institutional buildings.”® In addition,
The Story of Cedar Rapids identifies Bert Rugh, L. Wallace and Son, Marcus M. Hall, A. H. Connor,
Harry Hunter, W. J. Brown, Mark [sic] Anthony, Norman Hatton, William [sic] Zalesky, Abell Howe
Co., and McKay and Co. Connor and McKay were building contractors, who were active in residential
design. Abell-Howe Co. was an engineering firm specializing in industrial structures. Charles B.
Anthony and Charles B. Zalesky were practicing architects in the early 1920s. Charles Zalesky
continued into the 1950s. See Appendix for more information on architects of Cedar Rapids. Cedar
Rapids also had an active group of engineers who helped provide the city’s infrastructure including the
roads and bridges and the structural work for many commercial and industrial buildings including
Howard R. Green and T. R. Warriner.”’

The houses in the neighborhoods discussed in MPDF 2000 were analyzed and evaluated on a system of
vernacular house forms loosely based on that established by architectural historians Herbert Gottfried
and Jan Jennings which uses basic roof forms and building shapes.®® The system was used to prepare
architectural descriptions and significance statements for over 1,500 inventory forms. Most of the
houses analyzed do not fall into readily identifiable stylistic categories, even though the described forms
may have elements of applied stylistic detail. House descriptions are grouped according to number of
stories (one-story; one-and-one-half and two-story) and roof types (hipped, front gable, side gable, and
variations), as well as the range of dates during which they were used. These categories remain
applicable to houses in several of the neighborhoods identified in this expanded study. However, during
the twentieth century, more readily classifiable architectural styles became more prevalent, and many of
these neighborhoods display examples of Craftsman, Mission, Tudor Revival, and Colonial Revival
styles.® In a revised edition of their book, Gottfried and Jennings provide more discussion of stylistic

% Svendsen 2000, E:24.

" Murray and Murray, 105. They listed the first names of Anthony and Zalesky incorrectly. “Cedar Rapids Society of
Engineers and Architects [display ad],” McCoy’s Cedar Rapids City Directory (Rockford, Ill.: McCoy’s Directory Co.,
1922). American Architects Directory (New York: R. R. Bowker, 1956, 1962, 1970); see AIA Historical Directory of
American Architects: http://public.aia.org/sites/hdoaa/wiki/Wiki%20Pages/Find%20Names.aspx. Henry and Elsie Rathburn
Withey, Biographical Dictionary of American Architects (Deceased) (Los Angeles: New Age Publishing Co., 1956).

%8 Svendsen 2000, E:24; Herbert Gottfried and Jan Jennings, American Vernacular Design, 1870-1940 (New York: Van
Nostrand Reinhold Company, 1985); Danek, 162, 188, for Abell-Howe and Howard R. Green.

*° See Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2009).
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forms and expression as applied to the residential forms of the cottage and the bungalow and update
their analysis to 1960.%°

The Story of Cedar Rapids describes popular building materials for residences: “there has returned a
tendency to use Anamosa stone more liberally along with brick, frame, or stucco construction. . . . Cut
granite boulders, a strictly local building material in this glaciated geological region, have been used in
many residences. . . Used for trim in pillars, foundations, outside chimneys, and for retaining walls, the
cut boulder is very popular.”®

The years after World War Il brought architectural styles prevalent throughout suburban communities of
the United States. These are often roughly categorized as minimal traditional, ramblers, and ranch
houses.®? Many of these houses were the products of local builders. Others were built from plans
produced for shelter magazines or the home sections of local newspapers. Some, especially those of
modern design, were designed by architects.

During the early postwar years, a later version of the kit house, the all-steel Lustron house, enjoyed brief
popularity. They were intended to meet the needs of the postwar housing crisis. Lustron houses were
designed in several different models and constructed of porcelain enamel steel panels in a variety of
colors. The houses were prefabricated, then partially disassembled and shipped by truck from the
Columbus, Ohio, plant to the house sites, where they were reassembled. At least sixteen Lustron houses
were built in Cedar Rapids between 1949 and 1951; nine examples are known to survive. All surviving
examples are located within the expanded study boundaries and identified within the individual
quadrants.®®

This report is the result of a broad-based reconnaissance survey. Inventory forms have not been prepared
for individual buildings in surveyed neighborhoods, and individual buildings have not been analyzed for
form and style.

% Herbert Gottfried and Jan Jennings, American Vernacular Buildings and Interiors, 1870-1960 (New York: W. W. Norton
and Company, 2009). They describe an aesthetic system for exteriors—Italianate, Picturesque, Colonial Revival, Arts and
Crafts, English and Spanish Revival, and Modern—in relation to a variety of cottage and bungalow types, as well as ranch
and split-level houses.

¢ Murray and Murray, 104.

®2 McAlester, 477-481.

62 Jan Olive Nash, Lustron House #02102, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form: National Register #
04000898 (lowa City: Tallgrass Historians LC, 2004). All known Cedar Rapids Lustron houses are identified and located in
this report, which provides background on the development of the Lustron House and its characteristics.



NPS Form 10-900-a

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _E Page _20

OMB No. 1024-0018

N/A

Name of Property
Linn, lowa

County and State
Historic Resources of Cedar Rapids, lowa

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior N/A
National Park Service Name of Property
Linn, lowa
National Register of Historic Places County and State .
. . Historic Resources of Cedar Rapids, lowa
Continuation Sh eet Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number _E Page _21

b. Residential Neighborhoods
MPDF 2000 states:

Through the years Cedar Rapids developed a series of residential neighborhoods that
were defined by natural features or parks, proximity to churches or schools, or by the
factories and employment centers of their residents. Sometimes neighborhoods developed
organically over many years with houses filling in slowly. . .

More often, Cedar Rapids’ neighborhoods were developed intensely over a ten to thirty
year period with a handful of real estate developers and promoters at the lead. In these
neighborhoods, building form, style, and material followed certain norms of the day. . .
The consistency of certain residential neighborhoods became readily visible and
identifiable.*

The neighborhoods in this expanded study largely fit in this latter model. While they are within the
boundaries of the city, they follow the development patterns of historic residential suburbs as defined by
a 2002 National Register Bulletin: “A geographic area, usually located outside the central city, that was
historically connected to the city by one or more modes of transportation; subdivided and developed
primarily for residential use according to a plan; and possessing a significant concentration, linkage, and
continuity of dwellings on small parcels of land, roads and streets, utilities, and community facilities.
This definition applies to a broad range of residential neighborhoods which, by design or historic
association, illustrate significant aspects of America’s suburbanization.”®

As stated in MPDF 2000, “historic districts and individual historic buildings can be found in
neighborhoods in each of the geographic quadrants of the city.” For the purposes of this report, the
Northwest Quadrant extends farther north and west of the area identified in MPDF 2000: “the area on
the west side of the Cedar River extending from First Avenue north to Ellis Park and from the river west
to Eleventh Street NW.” The Northwest Quadrant study area now extends northwest from Ellis Park
along the Cedar River to its intersection with Edgewood Road; Edgewood Road forms the western
boundary to its intersection with First Avenue. First Avenue marks one of the boundaries between the
Northwest and Southwest Quadrants.

For the purposes of this report, the Southwest Quadrant extends farther south and west of the area
identified in MPDF 2000: “extend[ing] from First Avenue south to Wilson Avenue SW and from the
river west to the diagonal route of Chicago & Northwestern [sic] Railroad line from Tenth Street SW to
14"™ Street SW.” The Southwest Quadrant study area now extends south to 33" Avenue SW and west to
Edgewood Road.

% Svendsen 2000, E:34.
% David L. Ames and Linda Flint McClelland, National Register Bulletin: Historic Residential Suburbs (Washington, D.C.:
U.S. Department of Interior, National Park Service, 2002), 4.
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First Avenue divides the Northeast Quadrant from the Southeast Quadrant. For the purposes of this
report, the Northeast Quadrant extends farther north and east of the area identified in MPDF 2000:
“extend[ing] from 10" Street NE and Interstate 380 northeast to 18" Street NE and from First Avenue to
the northern edge of Daniels Park.” The Northeast Quadrant study area now extends northeast and north
from 18" Street NE and along First Avenue to Collins Road and north of Daniels Park to Collins Road.

For the purposes of this report, the Southeast Quadrant extends farther north and east of the area
identified in MPDF 2000: “extend[ing] from 10" Street SE to 19" Street SE and from First Avenue to
the Cedar River excluding certain commercial and industrial portions of the central business area.” The
Southeast Quadrant study area now extends east of 19" Street SE along Mount Vernon Road to
Memorial Drive SE, east of First Avenue SE to the eastern city boundary line, and north of Mount
Vernon Road to 29" Street SE.*®

Northwest Quadrant

MPDF 2000 describes the Northwest Quadrant as “a mixed residential and industrial area built on the
alluvial plan that extends away from the Cedar River’s west bank and north of First Avenue,” with
“bluffs and low hills [lying] along the western edge of the plan west of Tenth Street NW.”®" The
expanded Northwest Quadrant study area is predominately residential and built on the continuing series
of bluffs and low hills: “The west side of the city has no natural or artificial barriers to its expansion. It
has tended to grow out over its encircling hills in all directions.”®®

Prior to 1929, the western corporate boundary of Cedar Rapids extended only as far as 18" Street NW.*°
Voters approved annexation of several sections of the surrounding Rapids Township in 1925 and 1926.
Revised boundaries were affirmed by the District Court in 1929, giving the city an area of 28.11 square
miles.” The official Map of Cedar Rapids, lowa, published in 1930, illustrates the new boundaries. The
Cedar Rapids City Plan and Zoning Commission adopted a revised use district map in 1942. The area of
the expanded Northwest Quadrant is almost all a “Class A” residence district containing single-family
dwellings, churches, schools, libraries and accessory uses. The section fronting Johnson Avenue NW,
which was also the route of U.S. Highway 30, is classified as a “B” residence district, which would also
allow for multiple-family dwellings, hotels, hospitals, and institutions, as was an area around the Cedar
Rapids baseball park. A small number of commercial district nodes were identified that would allow for
retail stores and public garages.

% See Svendsen 2000, E:44, for the quadrant definitions.
%7 Svendsen 2000, E:44.

% Murray and Murray, 50.

% Official Map of the City of Cedar Rapids, 1921.

"0 Svendsen 2000, E:8.
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MPDF 2000 emphasizes the role and location of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Northern (BCR&N)
Railroad and the Chicago Milwaukee and St. Paul (CM&StP) Railroad in shaping the Northwest
Quadrant.” The expanded Northwest Quadrant is west and north of these rail lines. MPDF 2000 also
discusses the two streetcar lines that served the neighborhoods by 1900. The first route that was
described followed First Avenue to Tenth Street NW and then went north on Tenth Street to B Avenue
NW and followed B Avenue to the western corporate limits (approximately today’s 18" Street NW).”2 A
spur line extended north along 11™ Street NW to the Cedar Rapids Turf Club, later the Cedar Rapids
Driving Park, between 10" and 13" Street, E and | Avenues.”® This area was later platted as Belmont
Park.

Following the Summit windshield survey in December 2012, four areas in the extended Northwest
Quadrant study area were identified for further reconnaissance survey efforts. The surveyed areas have
concentrations of residential architecture with sufficient architectural interest and integrity to warrant
further investigation as potential historic districts. The following area descriptions are arranged
geographically from east to west.

Belmont Park (1)

The eastern edge of the Belmont Park study area was included in the original Northwest Quadrant study.
The boundaries were further expanded to the west in a 2006 survey by The 106 Group and a 2009
survey by Louis Berger Group, Inc.”* The Summit study area encompasses an area bounded by the west
side of 10™ Street NW on the east, the north side of E Avenue NW on the south, the east side of 15"
Street NW, both sides of F Avenue NW, and both sides of 13" Street NW on the west, and both sides of
I Avenue NW on the north. Much of this area was the site of the Cedar Rapids Driving Park, a horse
racing track.

In January 1908, the Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette announced “that the street railway company intends
to double-track First Avenue west [...] in order to handle the traffic to the Alamo, the base ball park, the
driving park, and the carnival.””> However, by May of that year, the driving park was converted into a
cornfield. “During the past few years racing has proven a losing venture in Cedar Rapids,” which led the
driving parYIé’s owner, Mr. Brown, to believe “there was more money in corn [and] decided to plow up
the track.”

™ Svendsen 2000, E:45.

"2 Official Map of the City of Cedar Rapids, 1921; Svendsen 2000, E:45.

"3 Svendsen 2000, E:45.

™ The 106 Group Ltd., Architectural History Survey and Update for the City of Cedar Rapids, Linn County, lowa (Cedar
Rapids: Department of Community Development, 2006); Camilla R. Deiber, Louis Berger Group Inc., Architectural
Reconnaissance Survey for the Belmont Park Addition to Cedar Rapids, Linn County, lowa, (Cedar Rapids: City of Cedar
Rapids, 2009).

" “prospects for Sport,” Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette, January 1, 1908.

"6 “No More Races in this City; West Side Race Track Being Converted Into Corn Field,” Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette,
May 2, 1908.
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Brown eventually sold his land to Harry T. Hedges, a partner in George T. Hedges & Company. The
company provided services as real estate and rental agents, selling lots in all areas of the city, as well as
providing loans and investments. ’’

The 2009 Berger Group report stated that the first Belmont Park addition was platted on July 26, 1910.
It included lots between F and H Avenue NW and 9" and 10" Streets NW. Brown’s 7" Addition,
containing only 15 lots, was platted in October 1913. The second Belmont Park addition was platted in
June 1916 and contained over 130 lots.”® Advertisements for Belmont Park, the “new addition
comprising the old ball grounds and adjoining property,” began appearing in newspapers in March of
1910. They touted “beautifully graded streets and avenues, complete sewer, water, and gas system, and
cement walks throughout the entire addition.””® The Berger report stated there were “no indications [...]
that Belmont Park was a housing development” and that “Hedges only sold empty lots”; however,
further research reveals that by April 1910, while most of the lots for sale were empty, “fifteen new
homes are already being planned for immediate erection in this new addition.”® Hedges & Co. also
placed ads in the classifieds: “For sale — new homes to be built in Belmont Park. Would you like one
built to your order, [...] we can do it for you.”®!

The streets are arranged in a grid pattern with 10" Street NW, a small section of 11™ Street NW, and
13™ Street NW running north-south. Fifteenth Street curves to join F Avenue NW, which is also County
Road 36. E Avenue NW, F Avenue NW, G Avenue NW, H Avenue NW, and | Avenue NW run east-
west. Most of the residential lots are oriented to the avenues. The lots on the west side of 13" Street NW
are oriented to the street and set into a ridge. The area contains a variety of houses ranging in date from
the early twentieth century to the late1940s and 1950s. The Berger report characterizes them as wood-
frame one-story or one-and-one-half story gablefront cottages, with many side-gable bungalows and
cottages. Several exhibit characteristics of the Craftsman style. The Berger report recommended that
1044 F Avenue NW and 1045 F Avenue NW, both designed in the Craftsman style, may be potentially
eligible under Criterion C for National Register listing. It did not recommend a historic district,
primarily because of integrity considerations.

Recommendation: We recommend intensive survey of this area to further assess historic district
potential, evaluate significance, define historic district boundaries, and further define contributing and
noncontributing buildings.

" The 1910 Republican & Times City Directory (Cedar Rapids: Republican and Times, 1909).

"8 Deiber, Belmont Park, 4.

7 «“\We Wish to Announce Belmont Park [advertisement],” Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette, March 23, 1910.
8 «Keep your Eye on Belmont Park [advertisement],” Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette, April 11, 1910.

8 «For Sale — New Homes [classified ad],” Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette, April 2, 1910.
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Belmont Park: Craftsman bungalows on the 1100 block of E Avenue NW, facing northwest

East Highlands: First Avenue — C Avenue NW (2)

This study area is just to the west of the south end of the Time Check/St. Patrick’s Neighborhood and
east of an area called West Highlands. It is bounded by 11™ Street NW on the east extending south
across First Avenue into a small section of the Southwest Quadrant to Eighth Avenue SW, then north to
Third Avenue SW along 12" Street SW, extending west along Third Avenue SW to its junction with
First Avenue. The southern boundary continues west along First Avenue to 15" Street SW which forms
the western boundary as far north as B Avenue NW, then north along 13" Street NW to C Avenue NW,
which forms the northern boundary. B Avenue NW and 13" Str