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MEETING NOTICE  
The City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission will meet at: 

 

4:30 P.M. 
Thursday, October 23, 2014 

in the 
Collins Conference Room, City Hall 

 

101 First Street SE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
 

AGENDA 
Call Meeting to Order 
Public Comment 
Each member of the public is welcome to speak and we ask that you keep your comments to five (5) 
minutes or less.  If the proceedings become lengthy, the Chair may ask that comments be focused on 
any new facts or evidence not already presented.   
1. Approve Meeting Minutes 
2. Action Items 

a) DEMOLITION Applications        (5 Minutes) 
i. 1435 3rd Street SE – Private Property 

b) Citywide Survey – Suggested changes     (10 minutes) 
3. New Business 

a) Northwest Flood Mitigation Overlay District overview   (3 Minutes) 
b) Historic Resources in City right-of-way - informational   (3 Minutes)  

4. Old Business 
a) Downtown Survey Update       (20 minutes) 
b) Industrial Survey Update       (10 minutes) 
c) 3rd Street & 12 Avenue SE Kiosk 
d) Preservation Showcase Subcommittee Updates (if necessary)  (10 minutes) 
e) Local Landmark Requests, status update     (1 minute) 
f) Demolition Applications UNDER REVIEW      (5 minutes) 

i. 1257 3rd Avenue SE – Private Property – November 17, 2014 
g) COA Applications UNDER REVIEW 

i. 1527 2nd Avenue SE – Demolition in Historic District – Reviewed June 13, 2013 
5. Good of the Group, comments only       (2 minutes) 
6. Adjournment 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS 
Items for future agendas: 

a) Plaque on NW corner of 1st Avenue Bridge  
b) Ordinance updates: Partial Demolition, Accessory structures, ornamentation, historic 

district guidelines 



 
City of Cedar Rapids 

  101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone: (319) 286-5041 
  

 
MINUTES  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING, 
Thursday, October 9, 2014 @ 4:30 p.m. 

Collins Conference Room, City Hall, 101 First Street SE 
 
Members Present:  Amanda McKnight-Grafton   Chair 
      Sam Bergus 
      Bob Grafton 
      Caitlin Hartman 
      B.J. Hobart 
      Ron Mussman 
      Tim Oberbroeckling 
      Mark Stoffer Hunter 
      Barbara Westercamp 
 
Members Absent:  Todd McNall  
      Pat Cargin 
 
City Staff: Jeff Hintz, Planner 
  Anne Russett, Planner 
  Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant 
 
Guests:  Cindy Hadish 
 
Call Meeting to Order 

• Amanda McKnight Grafton called the meeting to order at 4:31 p.m. 
• Nine (9) Commissioners were present with two (2) absent. 

 
1. Approve Meeting Minutes 

• Two amendments were requested. 
• Tim Oberbroeckling made a motion to approve the minutes from September 25, 2014 as 

amended. Barbara Westercamp seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
2. Action Items 

a. DEMOLITION Applications 
i. 2200 West Post Road SW – Private Property 
• Jeff Hintz stated the property was built in 1870 and is not eligible for the National 

Register. There was a fire in the spring ruining all three levels of the house; therefore 
photo documentation will not be permitted. There are no future plans for the property. 

• Ron Mussman made a motion to approve demolition of 2200 West Post Road SW. 
Caitlin Hartman seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
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ii. 1415 4th Street SW – Private Property 
• Mr. Hintz stated the property was built in 1900 and is not eligible for the National 

Register. The foundation of the house is settling and the owner would like to build a 
new house using materials of the current house.  

• Mark Stoffer Hunter made a motion to approve the demolition of 1415 4th Street SW. 
Barbara Westercamp seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

b. Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 
i. 1734 Park Avenue SE – Install Wood Fence 
• Mr. Hintz stated the owner would like to install a 3’ picket fence in the front of the 

property and a 6’ privacy fence in the rear of the property. Gates will be used on the 
fence and there will be no attachment to the house. The proposed materials are 
recommended in the guidelines. 

• Questions were raised as the application showed use of a 3’ and 4’ picket fence. Mr. 
Hintz clarified the 4’ foot fence would not be allowed per building code. 

• Barbara Westercamp made a motion to approve the installation of a 3’ picket fence in 
the front of the property and a 6’ privacy fence in the rear of the property. B.J. Hobart 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

c. Cedar Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey 
• Anne Russett stated in August 2011 the City entered into a MOA with FEMA, SHPO, 

and IHSEMD regarding the demolition of historic properties that resulted from the 
2008 flood. The MOA includes eight mitigation measures including the preparation of a 
Citywide Survey. The City contracted with Summit Envirosolutions to complete the 
Citywide Survey that focuses on areas of the City that were previously un-surveyed and 
developed before 1965. The survey identifies areas and individual buildings that 
warrant further investigation. The MOA required the survey be reviewed and approved 
by FEMA, SHPO and the HPC. Formal approval from SHPO has been received and 
there was no feedback from FEMA. 

• Mark Stoffer Hunter pointed out some of the dates in the survey were incorrect. Ms. 
Russett requested changes be sent to staff and the survey will be resubmitted to FEMA 
and SHPO for another review that will take 30 days.  

• Mark Stoffer Hunter made a motion to hold off on approving the survey until minor 
historic proofing is complete. Barbara Westercamp seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

d. Draft Content for Kiosk Near 3rd Street SE and 12th Avenue SE 
• Mark Stoffer Hunter abstained from discussion. 
• Mr. Russett stated in January 2012 the City entered into a MOA with FEMA, SHPO 

and IHSEMD regarding the demolition of the former Sinclair Packing House that 
resulted from the 2008 flood. The MOA includes four mitigation measures that include 
design, fabrication and installation of a kiosk that communicates the historic 
significance of the sidewalk mosaic advertisements and the history of the businesses 
within the Bohemian Commercial Historic District. The City contracted with Louis 
Berger Group to assist with the design and content of the kiosk. The MOA requires the 
design, content and location of the kiosk be reviewed and accepted by FEMA, SHPO, 
IHSEMD, Main Street and HPC. The content was distributed and FEMA provided 
minor edits and no feedback was received from SHPO, Main Street or IHSEMD. 

 
Barbara Westercamp left the meeting at 5:04 p.m. 
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• Tim Oberbroeckling made a motion to approve the content of the kiosk. Bob Grafton 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
3. Old Business 

a) Demolition Applications UNDER REVIEW 
i. 1257 3rd Avenue SE – Private Property – November 17, 2014 
• Mr. Hintz stated staff received an email over the weekend indicating interior items 

were being removed which is allowed as the 60 day hold only applies to 
modifications to the exterior. Mr. Hintz stated when moving forward with the 
relocation possibilities there has to be a foundation in place and street closures need 
to be determined in order to proceed with relocating the house. The house cannot be 
moved to a lot without a foundation.  

• Mr. Grafton stated there are people researching tax incentives and trying to locate a 
vacant lot to relocate the structure. 

b) COA Applications UNDER REVIEW 
i. 1527 2nd Avenue SE – Demolition in Historic District – Reviewed June 13, 2013 
• Mr. Grafton stated a third party completed a title opinion and documents have been 

sent to the executor in New York to sign off. The next step with be the closing.  
 

4. Adjournment 
• Tim Oberbroeckling made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:50 p.m. Caitlin Hartman 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant II 
Community Development 
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Historic Preservation Commission Agenda Item Cover Sheet 
 
Meeting Date: October 23, 2014 
 
Property Location:  1435 3rd Street SE 
Property Owner/Representative: Jamey Schropp 
Year Built: 1960 
 
Description of Agenda Item:    Demolition Application    COA    Other 
 
Background and Previous HPC Action: The property is considered a nuisance property at 
this time and has had various issues since the 2008 flood. There have been problems with 
graffiti and persons entering the structure for the past several years. 
 
Demolition is the choice of the applicant, in this case to eliminate the nuisance issues. Only a 
mailing address has been provided and future plans for the property after demolition are 
unknown at this time. 
 
 
 
Historic Eligibility Status:   Eligible   Not Eligible   Unknown   N/A   
     Explanation (if necessary): 
The recently completed Citywide Reconnaissance Survey does not indicate the existence of 
historically eligible properties or districts in this area; it should be noted, a windshield survey 
was completed for this portion of 3rd Street SE.  
 
If eligible, which criteria is met: 

 Associated with significant historical events (Criteria A) 
 Associated with significant lives of person (Criteria B) 
 Signifies distinctive architectural character/era (Criteria C) 
 Archaeologically significant (Criteria D) 

 
Other Action by City: Yes   No   N/A   
     Explanation (if necessary):  
 
Recommendation: Immediate release. 
 
Rationale: Lack of historical or defining features on the property, desires of applicant, removal 
of nuisance property from neighborhood.  
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Search Print report. 

Appraisal Summary - GPN: 14273-30001-
00000
(142733000100000)
Property Address:  1435 3RD ST

SE
Cedar Rapids, IA

Class:  COMMERCIAL Tax District:  285 CR-
RIVERSIDE/OAKHILL

PDF:  Office/Bank   Neighborhood:  OFFICE
Plat Map:  2523

Deed Holder:  SCHROPP
JAMEY B

Mailing Address:  
3102 HICKORY
DRIVE NE
SOLON IA
52333

Legal Description:  J C MAY'S LOTS 12 THRU STR/LB 15 33 

Homestead:             Military:    

If you have recently purchased your home, please click here to apply for the
Residential Homestead Tax Credit.

Additional Photos...

Click map to see neighbor's summary page. 
GIS map 

View complete GIS map. 
Estimate Taxes 

Neighborhood map

LOT INFORMATION Scroll down for sketch.
Disclaimer:   Assessor's lot sizes are for assessment purposes only and may NOT represent actual dimensions.
For more accurate, complete data refer to GIS maps, plat maps, or legal documents.

SEGMENT #1:    0.732 Acres;   31885.92 SF

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
Office - General: 3,100 SF (Built 1960)

YARD ITEMS
Garage: 720 SF, Frame, Average Pricing (blt-1983)
Paving: 25,000 SF, Asphalt Parking, Average Pricing (blt-1982)

NOTES:
OWNER OCCUPIED. LAND SF=31875. BUILDING SF=3100. L TO B RATIO=10.28.

1-2009 FLOOD ADJUSTED PROPERTY C-2010

1-2009 FLOOD ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT -35%

1/1/2010 NO CHANGE FOR 2010/ 9/3/2009 SP

1-2011 SOUND VALUED BLDG, REDUCED FLOOD ECON ON BLDGS AND LAND - 02/19/11 TL 

1-2013 COMM REVAL - SOUND VALUED THE STRUCTURES - 07/06/12 TL

http://www.cedar-rapids.info/assessor/pmc/main.asp?page=query


2014 ASSESSMENT
Land $47,580
Dwelling $0
Improvements $4,222
Total $51,802
 
2013 ASSESSMENT
Land $47,580
Dwelling $0
Improvements $4,222
Total $51,802
 
2012 ASSESSMENT
Land $55,339
Dwelling $0
Improvements $12,943
Total $68,282
 
2011 ASSESSMENT
Land $55,339
Dwelling $0
Improvements $12,943
Total $68,282

 

SALES
Date   Type   Volume/Page   $ Amount   
10/21/2003 Deed 5452/600 $54,453
10/12/2001 Deed 4483-102 $0
 

PERMITS
Date Description

- No permit information available -

Sketch



      Tax History       Pay Taxes 

Disclaimer: The information in this web site represents current data from a working file which is updated continuously.
Information is believed reliable, but its accuracy cannot be guaranteed. The maps and data provided by this web site,

represent data from the Cedar Rapids City Assessor's Office, as used for assessment purposes. No warranty, expressed or
implied, is provided for the data herein or its use.

Property photos or data incorrect? Click Here



Community Development and Planning Department 
City Hall 

101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 
 

 
To:  Historic Preservation Commission  
From: Anne Russett, Planner III 
Subject: Cedar Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey 
Date:   October 23, 2014 
 
At the Historic Preservation Commission’s meeting on October 9, 2014, the staff presented the 
Cedar Rapids Citywide Historic and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey for the Commission’s 
review and approval.  
 
Members of the Commission requested more time to review the survey for minor historical 
editing. Any suggested edits to the document can be provided to the staff at the October 23, 2014 
in order to move forward with the approval process. If the Commission requires more time, the 
staff recommends that all edits to the survey be received by Friday, October 31, 2014 for action 
at the Commission’s November 13, 2014 meeting. Please send any suggested revisions to Anne 
Russett at a.russett@cedar-rapids.org or (319) 286-5075.  
 
Should the Commission have any questions regarding the survey, the consultants from Summit 
Envirosolutions, Inc. will be in attendance at the October 23, 2014 meeting.  

mailto:a.russett@cedar-rapids.org


Community Development and Planning Department 
City Hall 

101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 
 

 
To:  Historic Preservation Commission Members 
From: Jeff Hintz, Planner II 
Subject: Northwest Flood Mitigation Overlay District 
Date:   October 23, 2014 
 
Community Development Staff has been working with Building Services and Development 
Services staff to create an overlay district which would allow for routine maintenance of property 
in the area. The ordinance, passed by Council on October 7, 2014 established an overlay district 
with requirements which limits new development or changes in development patterns.  
 
This overlay district is intended to preserve the area the way it exists today, prior to the flood 
protection system final plans construction. The overlay allows properties to be maintained, 
structures to be maintained and enjoyment of property as it exists today, while limiting new 
development. 
 
Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) Role: 
 
The HPC will be encouraged to 
attend public meetings and give input 
on the flood control system 
alignment and design. At this time, 
meetings are expected to occur in the 
fall and winter to receive community 
input. The City of Cedar Rapids has 
commissioned Howard R. Green to 
design and implement the flood 
control system on the west side of the 
river 
 
Area Map (left): Map of NW Flood 
Mitigation Overlay District, existing 
primary residential structures are 
shown in purple. 
 
 



Community Development and Planning Department 
City Hall 

101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 
 

 
To:  Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) Members 
From: Jeff Hintz, Planner II 
Subject: Historic Resources in City right-of-way 
Date:   October 23, 2014 
 
At the October 9, 2014 meeting HPC members inquired about sidewalk mosaics and other 
historic resources within the City right-of-way. Staff has reached out to the Public Works 
Department and searched records in response to the HPC’s inquiry. Below are the results of 
various questions posed to staff. 
 

- Regarding the salvaging of street paver bricks, there is no formalized process; however, 
Public Works has been salvaging bricks and currently has a stockpile of them for use in 
repairs. 
 

- Regarding the maintenance of replica mosaics in the sidewalk, previous staff had done 
research into this issue. The City does not have any agreements with property owners or 
area organizations regarding the maintenance of the sidewalk advertising tiles, and there 
was no requirement for the contractor to remove or replace tiles under the construction 
contract, so there is no warranty that would apply. Because the mosaics are replicas and 
not historic resources, there is not a role for HPC in funding or maintaining them. 

 
- Regarding the original tiles and their disposition, the attached resolution gets into more 

detail. In summary, the City Council gave them to the HPC through the adoption of a 
resolution at a public meeting. The HPC discussed the disposal of the sidewalk mosaics 
in August of 2011. As detailed in the resolution, the tiles were to be distributed to public 
or private projects that provide historic value to the community. 

 
Attachment: Resolution from August of 2011 from City Council, donating sidewalk advertising 
tiles to HPC for distribution to public or private projects that provide historic value to the 
community. 
 
 





Community Development and Planning Department 
City Hall 

101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 
 

 
To:  Historic Preservation Commission  
From: Anne Russett, Planner III 
Subject: Downtown Survey Update 
Date:   October 23, 2014 
 
In August 2011, the City of Cedar Rapids entered into a memorandum of agreement (MOA) 
with the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the State Historical Society of Iowa, and the 
Iowa Homeland Security & Emergency Management Division regarding the demolition of 
historic properties that resulted from the 2008 flood. 
 
The MOA outlines eight mitigation measures to address the adverse impact on historic 
properties. One of these mitigation measures is the preparation of an intensive level historical 
and architectural survey of downtown Cedar Rapids (Downtown Survey). This mitigation 
measure requires either a nomination to the National Register of Historic Places for a Downtown 
National Historic District, or four individually eligible property nominations. 
 
In October 2012, the City entered into a contract with Summit Envirosolutions, Inc. for the 
preparation of the Downtown Survey. At the Commission’s meeting on October 23, 2014, 
consultants from Summit Envirosolutions, Inc. will provide an update on the Downtown Survey. 
The consultants have prepared a list of eligible and potentially eligible properties in the central 
business district [Attachment 1], as well as a map [Attachment 2]. 
 
Based on the historical and architectural research conducted by the consultant and preliminary 
coordination with the State Historic Preservation Office, a proposed boundary for a district was 
identified (see Attachment 2). Upon receiving confirmation from the State that this is a viable 
historic district, the City staff began work on engaging a variety of stakeholders, especially 
property owners. The City will hold a public open house on the proposed Downtown National 
Historic District on October 22, 2014 to answer questions and provide more information to 
interested stakeholders [Attachment 3].  
 
 
Attachments 

1. Eligible and Potentially Eligible Properties in the Central Business District 
2. Map of Surveyed Properties 
3. Proposed Downtown National Historic District; Open House Flyer and Frequently Asked 

Questions 
 



Downtown Cedar Rapids  
 
Eligible and Potentially Eligible Properties in the Central Business District 
 
The Central Business District Survey Area contains 235 properties in 2014. Within this area, 
MPDF 1997 identified 59 eligible and potentially eligible properties. Of those, 52 survive, while 
seven have been demolished since 1997. All properties are individual with the exception of the 
May’s Island Historic District. Prior to 1997, eight of the identified properties, including the 
May’s Island Historic District, were listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Subsequently, three additional properties were listed on the National Register. 
 
The majority of the properties, including eight of the National Register listed properties, are 
proposed for inclusion in the boundary of the proposed Cedar Rapids Central Business District 
Historic District.  
 
 
Proposed Central Business District Proposed Historic District Properties 
 
Address Name Date Status/2014 

recommendation 
Previous review 

200 First Avenue  Roosevelt Hotel 1927 C, NRHP 1990 1997: NRHP 
203 First Avenue Cerny/Syndicate 

Clothing Co. 
1900 C 2009: not 

eligible 
207 First Avenue Stauffacher, McCook & 

Cerny/Syndicate 
Clothing Co. 

1889 C 2009: not 
eligible 

211 First Avenue Craemer’s Dept. Store 1889 PC 2009: not 
eligible 

213 First Avenue Reps Dry 
Goods/Neisner’s Store 

1900 PC 2009: not 
eligible 

231 First Avenue Parking lot    
323-325 First 
Avenue 

Parking structure 2013 NC  

411 First Avenue BCR&N Building 1885, 
1898 

C 1997: eligible 
2010: eligible 

417 First Avenue Bever Building 1923 C 1997: eligible 
421 First Avenue Faulks Building  1915 C  
427 First Avenue Albert Auto 1950 NC  
118 Second 
Avenue SE/125 
2nd Street SE 

United Fire & Casualty 
Building 

1923, 
1963-
1965 

C 1997: eligible 
2010: not 
eligible 

115 Second 
Avenue SE 

Parking lot    

119 Second 
Avenue SE/203 
2nd Street SE 

Security Bank Building 1907 C, NRHP 1977 1997: NRHP 



206 Second 
Avenue SE/118-
124 2nd Street SE 

Warriner 
Building/Armstrong 
Department Store  

1890, 
1911, 
1936 

C 1997: eligible 
2010: not 
eligible 

208 Second 
Avenue SE 

Craemer’s Dept. Store 
Annex 

1936 C  

216, 222-226 
Second Avenue 
SE 

Merchants National 
Bank and Annex 

1926, 
1964 

C, individually 
eligible 

1997: eligible 
2010: eligible 

201-213 Second 
Avenue SE/200-
212 2nd Street SE 

Dows Building 1910, 
1930 

C 1997: eligible 
2010: eligible 
 

215-219 Second 
Avenue SE 

Martin Dry Goods 
Building 

1901 C 2011: not 
eligible 

225 Second 
Avenue SE 

Jones & Luberger 
Furniture Building 

1880 C 2010: not 
eligible 

320 Second 
Avenue SE 

Cedar Rapids Cornice 
Works Building 

1900 C 1997: eligible 
2010: not 
eligible 

322-330 Second 
Avenue SE 

Parking structure 2013 NC  

303-305 Second 
Avenue SE 

Cedar Rapids Post Office 
and Federal Building 

1908 C, NRHP 1997: NRHP 

315 Second 
Avenue SE 

Vacant site (building 
demolished in 2014) 

   

317 Second 
Avenue SE 

Parking Lot    

325 Second 
Avenue SE 

Muskvaki Block 1897 C 1997: eligible; 
2010: not 
eligible 

402 Second 
Avenue SE 

Goodyear Tire 1961 NC  

419-421 Second 
Avenue SE 

Coffits Building 1904 C 1997: eligible 
2010: eligible 

420 Second 
Avenue SE 

Canfield Hall 1907 C  

427 Second 
Avenue SE 

Commercial Building 1915 PC  

116 Third Avenue 
SE 

Sindelar Saloon 1900 C 1997: eligible; 
2012: C to HD 

120 Third Avenue 
SE/225 2nd Street 
SE 

Higley Building 1918 C; individually 
eligible 

1997: eligible 
2010: eligible 

117 Third Avenue 
SE 

Commercial Building 1890, 
2012 

NC  

119 Third Avenue 
SE 

Fawcett Building 1906 C 1997: eligible 



123 Third Avenue 
SE/305-321 2nd 
Street SE 

Paramount Theater 
Building 

1927-
1928 

C; NRHP 1976 1997: NRHP 

210-230 Third 
Avenue SE/221 
3rd Street SE 

Armstrong Dept. Store 
Building 

1959 C 2010: not 
eligible 

201-211 Third 
Avenue SE/300-
316 3rd Street SE 

Fidelity 
Building/Killian’s 
Department Store 

1913 C  

223 Third Avenue Town Center 1991 NC  
302-308 Third 
Avenue SE/ 216-
224 3rd Street SE 

Cedar Rapids Savings 
Bank/Guaranty Bank and 
Trust 

1896, 
1910 

C; individually 
eligible 

1997: eligible 

316 Third Avenue 
SE 

Strand Theater 1915 C 1997: eligible 
2010: eligible 

320 Third Avenue 
SE 

Bank parking lot  NC  

303 Third 
Avenue/302-308 
3rd Street SE  

Arco Building 1930 C 1997: eligible 
2010: eligible 

307 Third Avenue 
SE 

Cedar Rapids Supply Co. 
Building 

1902 C 1997: eligible 
2010: eligible 

313-317 Third 
Avenue SE 

Cedar Rapids Marble & 
Granite Works 

1893, 
1905 

C 1997: eligible 
 

410 Third Avenue 
SE 

Cedar Rapids Museum of 
Art  

1989 NC  

428 Third Avenue 
SE 

Cedar Rapids Public 
Library, now part of art 
museum 

1905 C 1997: NRHP 
(misidentified) 

213-217 Fourth 
Avenue SE 

Lattner Auditorium 
Building 

1910 C; NRHP 1997: NRHP 

219 Fourth 
Avenue SE 

Parking lot    

221 Fourth 
Avenue SE 

Iowa Building  1914 C; NRHP 1983 1997: NRHP 

200 Fifth Avenue 
SE/419 3rd Street 
SE 

Hutchinson Ice Cream 
Building 

1925 C 1997: eligible 
2012: eligible 

101 2nd Street SE American Building 1914 C; individually 
eligible 

1997: eligible; 
2010: eligible 

107 2nd Street SE Commercial Building 1970 NC  
109 2nd Street SE J.C. Penney 1942 

and 
later 

NC  

100 2nd Street SE Golden Eagle Building 1886 C; individually 
eligible 

1997: eligible 



110 2nd Street SE Kozlovsky Building 1911 C  
112 2nd Street SE The Pall Mall 1910 C  
209 2nd Street SE Commercial Building 1967 NC  
213 2nd Street SE Commercial Building 1900 

and 
later 

NC  

219-225 2nd Street 
SE 

Mullin Building 1912 C; individually 
eligible 

1997: eligible; 
2010: eligible 

218-230 2nd 
Street/200 Third 
Avenue SE 

Granby Building 1891 C; individually 
eligible 

1997: eligible; 
2010: eligible 

324 2nd Street SE Killian’s parking 
structure 

1964 C  

102-106 3rd Street 
SE 

Iowa Theater 1928 C; individually 
eligible 

1997: eligible; 
2009: eligible 

114 3rd Street SE Merchants National 
Bank parking structure 

1961 C  

209 3rd Street SE Ely Building 1881 C  
215 3rd Street SE Drew/The Hub Store 1894 C  
217 3rd Street SE Weller &Dows/Union 

Hotel  
1888 C 2010: eligible 

319-323 3rd Street 
SE 

Welch-Cook Building 1909- 
1910 

C; individually 
eligible 

1997: eligible 
2010: eligible 

320 3rd Street SE Bohemian Savings & 
Loan Association 

1963, 
1974 

PC  

324 3rd Street SE Torch Press 
Building/Cedar Rapids 
Art Museum 

1908, 
1964 

C 2009: eligible 

417 3rd Street SE Sokol Gymnasium 1909 C; NRHP 2013 1997: eligible 
117 5th Street SE Palmer Building 1915 C; individually 

eligible 
1997: eligible 
2010: eligible 

 
 
  



The 12 properties in the following table are outside the proposed historic district boundary. 
Three are already listed on the National Register. One National Register listed property has been 
demolished. Seven are potentially eligible. One is not eligible. 
 
Address Name Date Status/2014 

recommendation 
Previous 
review 

813 First 
Avenue SE  

Iowa Masonic Library 1955 Eligible  

526 Second 
Avenue SE 

Inter-State Building 1905 Eligible 1997: 
eligible 
2010: 
eligible 

97 Third 
Avenue SE 

Smulekoff’s Furniture 1904, 
1941 

Eligible 1997: 
eligible 
2011:  
eligible 

600 Third 
Avenue SE 

First Universalist Church 1878 Demolished 2011 1997: 
NRHP 

9xx Third 
Avenue SE 

Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church 

1914 Potentially eligible 1997: 
eligible 

501 A Avenue 
NE 

St. John the Baptist Greek 
Orthodox Church 

1940 Potentially eligible 1997: 
eligible 

525 A Avenue 
NE 

Grace Episcopal Church 1890, 
1962 

Not eligible 1997: 
eligible 
2010: 
ineligible 

616 A Avenue 
NE 

Scottish Rite 
Temple/Consistory No. 2 

1899, 
1927 

NRHP 1999 1997: 
eligible 

427 1st Street 
SE 

Central Fire Station (No. 1) 1917-
1918 

NRHP 2014 1997: 
eligible 

310 5th Street 
SE 

First Presbyterian Church 1886, 
1962 

Eligible 1997: 
eligible 
2010: 
eligible 

312 5th Street 
SE 

YWCA 1912 Eligible 1997: 
eligible 

512 6th Street 
SE 

Bethel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church 

1931 NRHP 2013 2000: 
eligible 

 
  
  



Industrial Development in Downtown Cedar Rapids 
 
Individually Eligible Properties 
 
Downtown Cedar Rapids within the survey study area contains 235 properties. MPDF 1997 
identified two National Register listed and 11 potentially eligible properties associated with the 
industrial corridors within the area of downtown Cedar Rapids covered by this study. Nine of 
these properties were also identified within the area of the central business district. Of the 13 
identified, eight survive; five have been demolished since 1997. Prior to 1997, two of the 
properties were listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Subsequently, two additional 
properties were listed on the National Register. 
 
 
Four properties are included in the proposed Central Business District Historic District. 
 
Address Name Date  Status/2014 

recommendation 
Previous 
Review  

119 Third 
Avenue SE 

Fawcett Building 1906 C to CBD HD  

221 Fourth 
Avenue SE 

Iowa Building 1914 NRHP 1983; C to CBD 
HD 

1997: 
NRHP 

200 Fifth 
Avenue SE 

Hutchinson Ice Cream 
Building 

1925 C to CBD HD 1997: 
eligible 
2010: 
eligible 

308 Sixth 
Avenue SE 

Peterson Baking 
Company 

1910, 
1921, 
1939 

Eligible 1997: 
eligible 

409-411 Sixth 
Avenue SE 

Harper and McIntire 
Company 

1922 Eligible 1997: 
eligible 

427 Sixth 
Avenue SE 

Stamats Publishing 
Company 

1935 Potentially eligible  

317 Seventh 
Avenue SE 

Parlor Furniture 
Manufacturing Company 

1907 Demolished 2009 1997: 
eligible 

401-411 1st 
Street SE 

Hamilton Brothers 
Building 

1899 NRHP 1994 1997: 
NRHP 

415 1st Street 
SE 

Hach Brothers 
Warehouse 

1923 Not individually 
eligible 

1997: 
eligible 
2012: C to 
HD 

427 1st Street 
SE 

Central (No.1) Fire 
Station  

1917 NRHP 2014 1997: 
eligible 

600-608 1st 
Street SE 

John Blaul’s Sons 
Company 

1914 Potentially eligible 1997: 
eligible 
2012: 
eligible 



610-612 1st 
Street SE 

Orr-Newell Building 1912 Demolished 1998 1997: 
eligible 

614 1st Street 
SE 

Grissel Company 
Building 

1913 Demolished 1998 1997: 
eligible 

616 1st Street 
SE 

Baker Paper Company 
Building 

1914 Demolished 1998 1997: 
eligible 

618 1st Street 
SE 

Baker Paper Company 
Building 

1909 Demolished 1998 1997: 
eligible 

321 3rd Street 
SE 

Welch-Cook Company 1910 C to CBD HD; 
individually eligible 

1997: 
eligible 
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Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Smulekoffs
Furniture

Iowa Masonic Library

Immaculate Conception
Catholic ChurchGrace Episcopal Church

St. John the Baptist
Greek Orthodox Church

Inter-State Building

First Presbyterian Church
YWCA

Scottish Rite
Temple/Consistory No. 2

Blue Valley Cream

Brown-Evans

Churchill Drug Co.

Ellis & Roth
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Hamilton Bros
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Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, USGS, Intermap, increment P Corp.,
NRCAN, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri (Thailand),
TomTom, MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User
Community
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CITY OF CEDAR RAPIDS 
PROPOSED DOWNTOWN  
NATIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
 
 
The City of Cedar Rapids is exploring the creation of a Downtown National 
Historic District.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PLEASE JOIN US for a public OPEN HOUSE to learn more! 
 

WHEN:  Wednesday, October 22, 2014 
WHERE:  Theatre Cedar Rapids, Linge Lounge 

   102 3rd Street SE, Cedar Rapids 
TIME:  11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

   4 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
QUESTIONS?   Anne Russett, City of Cedar Rapids  

       Community Development Department  
     Phone: 319-286-5075   

Email: a.russett@cedar-rapids.org 
 

Proposed boundary of Downtown National Historic District 



 

CITY OF CEDAR RAPIDS 
PROPOSED DOWNTOWN NATIONAL 
HISTORIC DISTRICT 
 

 Frequently Asked Questions 

Why is the City pursuing a Downtown National Historic District?  
 
The City of Cedar Rapids entered into an agreement with the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) after the flood of 2008. As part of that process, a variety of measures were identified to help 
address the adverse impacts of the flood on historic properties. This effort includes exploring the 
formation of a Downtown National Historic District.  
 
This recognition will highlight key historical and architectural aspects of downtown Cedar Rapids that 
would be honored through the nomination process.  
 
 
What does it mean to have property listed on the National Register of Historic Places? 
 

• Inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places is an honorary distinction that signifies your 
property is an important part of America’s cultural and historic heritage.  

 
• If Federal funds are not being used on the property for development or redevelopment, the 

National Register status places no obligations on private property owners; and there are no 
restrictions on the use, treatment, transfer, or disposition of private property. In addition, there 
is no local historic review for properties located within National Register districts. 

 
 
What are some of the benefits of owning property in a National Historic district? 
 

• Property owners may be able to obtain Federal historic tax credits and State tax credits for 
rehabilitation for eligible projects. 
 

• Property owners may be eligible for certain Federal grants related to historic preservation as they 
are available. 
 

• Property owners may also be eligible for certain State incentives and benefits. 
 

• Listing on the National Register generally does not decrease property value and, in some cases, 
may actually increase the value or marketability of a property. 
 

• Properties may be eligible for a one time, four-year tax exemption through Linn County’s tax 
exemption program. This program applies to historic properties that have an approved application 
for substantial rehabilitation from the state historic preservation officer. 

 
 
For more information, please contact:  
Anne Russett 
City of Cedar Rapids Community Development Department 
Phone: 319/ 286-5075   
Email: a.russett@cedar-rapids.org 



Community Development and Planning Department 
City Hall 

101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 
 

 
To:  Historic Preservation Commission  
From: Anne Russett, Planner III 
Subject: Industrial Survey Update 
Date:   October 23, 2014 
 
In March 2012, the City of Cedar Rapids entered into a memorandum of agreement (MOA) with 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the State Historical Society of Iowa, and the Iowa 
Homeland Security & Emergency Management Division regarding the demolition of the Link-
Belt Speeder Corporation / Public Works Building that resulted from the 2008 flood.  
 
The MOA outlines two mitigation measures to address the demolition of this building. One of 
these mitigation measures is the preparation of an intensive level historical and architectural 
survey of industrial corridors.  
 
In October 2012, the City entered into a contract with Summit Envirosolutions, Inc. for the 
preparation of the industrial survey. At the Commission’s meeting on October 23, 2014, 
consultants from Summit Envirosolutions, Inc. will provide an update on the industrial survey. 
The consultants have prepared a list of industrial buildings surveyed in the downtown area 
[Attachment 1], as well as a map [Attachment 2]. 
 
 
Attachments 

1. Industrial/Warehouse Buildings in Downtown Survey Area 
2. Map of Surveyed Properties 

 



Industrial/Warehouse Buildings in Downtown Survey Area (north of Eighth Avenue SE), not in 
proposed historic district 
 
Address Name Date Status/2014 

Recommendation 
Previous 
Review 

308 Sixth 
Avenue SE 

Peterson Baking Company 1910, 
1921, 
1939 

Eligible 1997: 
eligible 

400 Sixth 
Avenue SE 

Tehel/Pepsi-Cola Bottling 
Company 

1910, 
1936 

Not eligible 2009: 
ineligible 

409-411 Sixth 
Avenue SE 

Harper and McIntire 
Company (Smulekoff’s 
Warehouse) 

1922 Eligible 1997: 
eligible 

427 Sixth 
Avenue SE 

Stamats Publishing Company 1935 Potentially eligible  

401-411 1st 
Street SE 

Hamilton Brothers 
Warehouse 

1899 NRHP 1994 NRHP 
1994 

600-608 1st 
Street SE 

John Blaul’s Sons Company 1914 Potentially eligible 1997: 
eligible 
2009: 
eligible 

600 3rd Street 
SE 

Brown-Evans Manufacturing 
Co. 

1919 NRHP 1999 1997: 
eligible 

 
Other Industrial Buildings in SE Quadrant 
 
Address Name Date Status/2014 Recommendation Previous 

Review 
402 Ninth 
Avenue SE 

Blue Valley Creamery 
(Cedar Rapids Sheet 
Metal) 

1912 Potentially eligible 1997: 
eligible 

406 Ninth 
Avenue SE 

Iowa Furniture Co./Ellis 
& Roth Co. (Cedar 
Rapids Sheet Metal) 

1910 Potentially eligible 1997: 
eligible 

329 Tenth 
Avenue SE 

J.G. Cherry Company 1919 Included in Bohemian 
Commercial Historic District 
Boundary Increase 2012 

1997: 
eligible 

900 2nd 
Street SE 

Churchill Drug 
Company 

1925 Included in Bohemian 
Commercial Historic District 
Boundary Increase 2012 

1997: 
eligible 
2007: not 
eligible 

900 3rd 
Street SE 

Witwer Grocery 
Company 

1946 NRHP 1998 1997: 
eligible 

 
  



Industrial Buildings in NE Quadrant 
 
Address Name Date Status/2014 

Recommendation 
Previous 
Review 

200 B 
Avenue NE 

Quaker Oats Company 
Manufacturing Plant 

 Not eligible 1997: may be 
eligible 

620 17th 
Street NE 

Nagle Lumber Company/Vetter  
Parks Lumber Company 

1927 Potentially eligible 1997: 
eligible 

761 J 
Avenue NE 

Cedar Rapids Water 
Purification Plant 

1929-
1930 

Eligible 1997: 
eligible 
2007: 
eligible 

855 35th 
Street NE 

Collins Radio Company 1941, 
1953 

Not eligible  

 
Industrial Buildings in NW Quadrant 
 
Address Name Date Status/2014 

Recommendation 
Previous 
Review 

800 First 
Avenue NW, 
807 A 
Avenue NW, 
707-711 B 
Avenue NW 

Chandler Pump Company 1890, 1904  Potentially eligible 1997: 
eligible 

805 B 
Avenue NW 

Dearborn Brass Foundry 1901 Demolished after 
2008 

1997: 
eligible 

625 C 
Avenue NW 

Universal Crusher Co. 1924 Potentially eligible 1997: 
eligible 

605 G 
Avenue NW 

Cedar Rapids Pump Company c. 1890 NRHP 2012 1997: 
eligible 

423 5th Street 
NW 

Fire Hose Company No. 2 1908 Potentially eligible 2012: 
HSR 

 
  



Industrial Buildings in SW Quadrant 
 
Address Name Date Status/2014 

Recommendation 
Previous 
Review 

1115 C Street 
SW 

Fire Hose Station No. 5 1909 Demolished 1997: 
eligible 

525 H Street 
SW 

Cedar Rapids Condensed Milk 
Factory/Knutson Metal 
Company  

1887 Potentially eligible 1997: 
eligible 

42 Seventh 
Avenue SW 

Iowa Pipe and Supply 
Company 

 NRHP 2012 1997: 
eligible 

1201 6th 
Street SW 

Link-Belt Speeder Corporation 1948, 
1953, 
1956, 
1957 

Demolished 2013 1997: 
eligible 

1425 
Rockford 
Road SW 

Rockford Road 
Station/Warehouse 
(CRANDIC) 

 Demolished 1997: 
eligible 
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Community Development and Planning Department 
City Hall 

101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 
 

 
To:  Historic Preservation Commission  
From: Anne Russett, Planner III 
Subject: Kiosk Near 3rd Street SE and 12th Avenue SE 
Date:   October 23, 2014 
 
At the Historic Preservation Commission’s meeting on October 9, 2014, the staff provided the 
Commission with an update on the design, fabrication, and installation of a kiosk located near 
the intersection of 3rd Street SE and 12th Avenue SE, designed to communicate the historic 
significance of the sidewalk mosaic advertisements, their development and original installation, 
and the history of the businesses within the Bohemian Commercial Historic District. This project 
is one of the mitigation measure identified in the memorandum of agreement (MOA) with the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, the State Historical Society of Iowa, and the Iowa 
Homeland Security & Emergency Management Division regarding the demolition of historic 
properties at the former T.M. Sinclair & Co. Packing House/Wilson & Co. Packing House site 
that resulted from the 2008 flood. 
 
The staff presented that the kiosk design would mimic the design of the kiosks installed at the 
Central Fire Station (see figure below). Members of the Commission inquired if another kiosk 
design could be explored. 
 

 
 
 
The staff looked into the possibility of using an alternative design. For the following reasons, the 
staff recommends moving forward with the existing design:  
 

1. Right-of-way Placement: Based on an analysis by a City engineer, the existing design fits 
within the right-of-way along 3rd Street SE. Kiosks designed of brick, masonry, or other 
bulky material will require the consideration of other locations outside of the right-of-
way. 



 
2. Cost: The cost of the existing design fits within the project’s fabrication and installation 

budget. The staff estimates this to cost no more than $2,500. Exceeding this amount 
results in not only impacts to the project’s budget, but the budget of the MOA, which 
covers four projects.   

 
3. Consistency: The existing design, although similar to those panels along Lincoln 

Highway, allows for consistency with the Central Fire Station kiosks. Consistent designs 
may help interested parties identify these kiosks as places with information on the city’s 
history. 

 
4. Durability: Prior to moving forward with the kiosks at the Central Fire Station, the City 

staff released a request for bids for the fabrication and installation of the kiosks. The 
request required that the kiosks be fabricated of durable materials that are resistant to 
scratching, fading, and vandalism. The bid request also specified a minimum five year 
warranty.  

 
If the Commission wants to further pursue another kiosk design, one needs to be identified 
within a month in order to keep this project on track. Delays in the project will require 
amendments to the MOA, which may be pursued; however, FEMA requires justification for the 
delay and amendments can take up to four months to process.  
 
The MOA requires that the Commission review and approve the panel design and location of the 
kiosk. Once a specific location is identified and a draft of the panel design received, the staff will 
provide this information to the Commission for review and approval. 
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