
 

City of Cedar Rapids 
Historic Preservation Commission 

 
Community Development & Planning Department, City Hall, 101 First Street SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52401, 319-286-5041 

       
 

MEETING NOTICE  
The City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission will meet at: 

 

4:30 P.M. 
Thursday, September 25, 2014 

in the 
Collins Conference Room, City Hall 

 

101 First Street SE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
 

AGENDA 
Call Meeting to Order 
Public Comment 
Each member of the public is welcome to speak and we ask that you keep your comments to five 
(5) minutes or less.  If the proceedings become lengthy, the Chair may ask that comments be 
focused on any new facts or evidence not already presented.   
1. Approve Meeting Minutes 
2. Action Items 

a) DEMOLITION Applications (5 Minutes) 
i. 2816 Fruitland Boulevard SW – Private Property 

ii. 1533 Ellis Boulevard NW – Private Property 
3. New Business 

a) 2015 Work Plan (15 Minutes) 
b) 2015 Preservation Showcase (15 Minutes) 

i. Develop sub-committee 
c) Industrial Building Nomination (5 Minutes) 
d) LOA Update (10 Minutes) 

4. Old Business 
a) Local Landmarks (10 Minutes) 
b) Demolition Applications UNDER REVIEW (5 minutes) 

i. 1257 3rd Avenue SE – Private Property – November 17, 2014 
5. Adjournment 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS 
Items for future agendas: 

a) Plaque on NW corner of 1st Avenue Bridge  
b) Ordinance updates: Partial Demolition, Accessory structures, ornamentation, historic 

district guidelines 
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City of Cedar Rapids 
  101 First Street SE 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 
Telephone: (319) 286-5041 

 
  

 
MINUTES  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING, 
Thursday, September 18, 2014 @ 4:30 p.m. 

 
Training Room, City Hall, 101 First Street SE 

 
Members Present:  Amanda McKnight-Grafton   Chair 
      Pat Cargin 
      Bob Grafton 
      Caitlin Hartman 
      Ron Mussman 
      Tim Oberbroeckling 
      Mark Stoffer Hunter 
      Barbara Westercamp 
 
Members Absent:  Todd McNall 
      Sam Bergus 
      B.J. Hobart 
 
City Staff: Jeff Hintz, Planner 
  Anne Russett, Planner 
  Jennifer Pratt, Interim Community Development Director 
  Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant 
 
Guests:  Julie Husband, Noré Winter, Robin Kash,  
 
Call Meeting to Order 

 Amanda McKnight Grafton called the meeting to order at 4:35 p.m. 
 Eight (8) Commissioners were present with three (3) absent. 

 
1. Approve Meeting Minutes 

 Barbara Westercamp made a motion to approve the minutes from August 28, 2014. Tim 
Oberbroeckling seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
2. Action Items 

a. DEMOLITION Applications 
i. 1257 3rd Avenue SE – Private Property 
 Jeff Hintz stated the property is adjacent to a local historic district and a survey 

indicates the house is eligible for the National Register as a historical event took place 
at the property. However, with discussions with Mark Stoffer Hunter there may have 
been a mistake in the report as no historical event came to mind. The property owners 
have made efforts for restoration and to complete salvage. 
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 Jan Kosowski stated the property is owned by Westminster Presbyterian Church and 
so is the property next door. The property next door had a lot of money put into it for 
restoration and is now used for a clothes and food pantry. Affordable Housing 
Network Incorporation (AHNI) looked at 1257 3rd Avenue SE and estimated 
rehabilitation to be around $70,000. The property has been empty for two years and 
will be used as greenspace if demolition is approved.  

 Discussion included not having adequate to research the property for historic 
significance and ReStore will be completing salvage on the property. Discussion also 
included interest in finding someone to relocate the structure. 

 Ms. Kosowski indicated relocation is acceptable but the structure cannot sit on the 
current lot for an extended period of time. 

 
Pat Cargin arrived at 4:49 p.m. 
 

 Ms. Kosowski stated the Westminster Presbyterian Church board will be reviewing 
the property at their board meeting in October. The commission informed Ms. 
Kosowski work will be done to seek out investors for relocation and there is 
possibility to release the property from a 60 day review period early.  

 Mark Stoffer Hunter made a motion to place the demolition of 1257 3rd Avenue SE 
on a 60 day review period. Bob Grafton seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
3. Old Business 

a) Historic Preservation Plan Update 
 Noré Winter provided a presentation on design review that included a scenario, a 

definition of preservation, key features, contributing vs. non-contributing, steps to 
follow when reviewing, etc.  

 
Mark Stoffer Hunter left the meeting at 5:54 p.m. 
 

 Mr. Winter provided a presentation on design issues that included substitute 
materials, covering materials, reasons for using alternative materials, key 
sustainability concepts, storm windows, replacement windows, etc.  

 
4. Adjournment 
 Barbara Westercamp made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:01 p.m. Tim 

Oberbroeckling seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant II 
Community Development 



 
 

 
 

Historic Preservation Commission Agenda Item Cover Sheet 
 
Meeting Date: September 25, 2014 
 
Property Location:  2816 Fruitland Boulevard SW 
Property Owner/Representative: Dwight Hettinger 
Year Built: 1925 
 
Description of Agenda Item:    Demolition Application    COA    Other 
 
Background and Previous HPC Action: The applicant desires to build a new residential 
structure on the property. Re-use of the structure on the lot is not an option due to the small 
square footage of the lot and other accessory structures present.  
 
This structure is likely the oldest on the block and due to its large setback does not fit with the 
rest of the surrounding development. Other structures on the block are newer and placed much 
closer to the street.  
 
 
Historic Eligibility Status:   Eligible   Not Eligible   Unknown   N/A   
     Explanation (if necessary): 
The 2014 Citywide Reconnaissance Survey does not indicate the existence of historically 
eligible properties or districts in this area. 

 
If eligible, which criteria is met: 

 Associated with significant historical events (Criteria A) 
 Associated with significant lives of person (Criteria B) 
 Signifies distinctive architectural character/era (Criteria C) 
 Archaeologically significant (Criteria D) 

 
Other Action by City: Yes   No   N/A   
     Explanation (if necessary):  
 
Recommendation: Immediate release. 
 
Rationale: Lack of historical or defining features on the property, condition of the property per 
assessor’s records, infill development potential and development patterns of the area. 
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Historic Preservation Commission Agenda Item Cover Sheet 
 
Meeting Date: September 25, 2014 
 
Property Location:  1533 Ellis Boulevard NW 
Property Owner/Representative: Tawil Taha & Sara Tawil Taha 
Year Built: 1900 
 
Description of Agenda Item:    Demolition Application    COA    Other 
 
Background and Previous HPC Action: The applicant desires to have the structure 
demolished. Due to the flood damage and lack of interior features, interior documentation is not 
an option as there is still mud and sand from the 2008 flood inside the structure. Exterior 
documentation is permissible if deemed necessary. 
 
Assessor’s records indicate the structure has no heat, air conditioning, waste or bathing 
facilities. In addition there is no electric or gas meter on the property dating back to 2009. The 
property is indicated as damaged in the 2008 flood. As early as 2002 the property was indicated 
to need paint and the exterior in poor condition. The applicant seeks to maintain the area as 
green space for the foreseeable future.  
 
 
Historic Eligibility Status:   Eligible   Not Eligible   Unknown   N/A   
     Explanation (if necessary): 
This property was surveyed by Louis Berger as a part of the 2009 Flood Reconnaissance 
Survey. This property is reported as not eligible and the survey also indicates the State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) concurred with this evaluation. 
 
The recently completed Citywide Reconnaissance Survey does not indicate the existence of 
historically eligible properties or districts in this area. 
 
If eligible, which criteria is met: 

 Associated with significant historical events (Criteria A) 
 Associated with significant lives of person (Criteria B) 
 Signifies distinctive architectural character/era (Criteria C) 
 Archaeologically significant (Criteria D) 

 
Other Action by City: Yes   No   N/A   
     Explanation (if necessary):  
 
Recommendation: Immediate release. 
 
Rationale: Lack of historical or defining features on the property, desires of applicant, condition 
of the property per assessor’s records, infill development potential, and neighborhood area 
aesthetics. 
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 Community Development Department 

City Hall 

101 First Street SE 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5349 

 

 

To:  Historic Preservation Commission 

From: Anne Russett, Community Development 

Subject: Historic Preservation Commission 2015 Work Plan 

Date:   September 25, 2014 

 

Background 

The Historic Preservation Commission is required to approve a work plan annually for the City 

Council’s review and approval. At the Commission’s meeting on August 28, 2014 the staff 

provided an overview of the Commission’s 2014 work plan and the Commission provided 

feedback on some potential changes. Based on this feedback, the staff developed the draft 2015 

work plan (Attachment 1) for the Commission’s review and approval.  

 

Next Steps  

Upon approval of the work plan by the Commission, the Chair of the Commission will present 

the work plan to the Cedar Rapids Development Committee in October 2014. This is also an 

opportunity to highlight the Commission’s accomplishments in 2014. After review by the 

Development Committee, the staff will take the approved work plan to the City Council for final 

approval.   

   

 

 

Attachments: 

1. City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission Draft Work Plan for 2015 
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City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission 
DRAFT Work Plan for 2015 

 

 

General Information 

 

CHARTER 

The Historic Preservation Commission is comprised of at least 11 volunteer citizens appointed 

by the Mayor and approved by the City Council for three year terms. The Cedar Rapids Historic 

Preservation Commission makes recommendations on National Register of Historic Places 

nominations and local historic district designations. With City Council approval, the Historic 

Preservation Commission initiates historic preservation studies designed to identify and preserve 

the City’s historic building resources. The Commission also reviews and approves applications 

for Certificates of Appropriateness in the two local historic districts. 

 

MEETINGS 

The Historic Preservation Commission meets every second and fourth Thursday of the month at 

4:30 p.m. unless otherwise published. Meetings are held at the Cedar Rapids City Hall. 

 

COMMISSIONERS and CONTACTS 

 

Commissioners 

 

Amanda McKnight-Grafton, Chair 

Todd McNall, Vice-Chair 

Bob Grafton, Secretary 

Pat Cargin 

Barbara Westercamp  

Tim Oberbroeckling 

Mark Stoffer Hunter 

Ron Mussman 

Caitlin Hartman 

Sam Bergus 

B.J. Hobart 

 

Council Liaison 

 

Ann Poe 

(319) 286-5099 
a.poe@cedar-rapids.org 

Staff Liaisons 

 

Anne Russett 

(319) 286-5075 

a.russett@cedar-rapids.org 

 

Jeff Hintz 

(319) 286-5781 

j.hintz@cedar-rapids.org 

 

 

 

 

 

This work plan serves as a guide to action and may be adapted or revised as new events and 

opportunities arise. 

mailto:a.poe@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:a.russett@cedar-rapids.org
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City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission 
Work Plan for 2015 

 

Process 

 

On September 25, 2014, the Historic Preservation Commission met to affirm its goals for the 

2015 work plan. The Commission engaged in an action planning process that involved the 

following steps: 

 

 Commitments and Vision: Selection of goals that the Commission agreed upon and 

believed were achievable over the course of a year.  

 

 Key Actions: Identification of action steps to address goals. 
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City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission 
Work Plan for 2015 

 

Work Plan 

 

VISION 

The purpose of Chapter 18 of the Municipal Code, which outlines historic preservation and the 

duties of the Historic Preservation Commission are to: 

 

(1) Promote the educational, cultural, economic and general welfare of the public through the 

recognition, enhancement, and perpetuation of sites and districts of historical and cultural 

significance; 

(2) Safeguard the city's historic, aesthetic and cultural heritage by preserving sites and districts of 

historic and cultural significance; 

(3) Stabilize and improve property values; 

(4) Foster pride in the legacy of beauty and achievements of the past; 

(5) Protect and enhance the city's attractions to tourists and visitors and the support and stimulus 

to business thereby provided; 

(6) Strengthen the economy of the city; 

(7) Promote the use of sites and districts of historic and cultural significance as places for the 

education, pleasure, and welfare of the people of the city.  

 

GOAL 1 

Participate in preservation, salvage and documentation of historic structures 

 

TASK 
-Review historic surveys and National Register 

nominations related to FEMA MOAs and State 

LOA with City 

-Prepare a list of criteria to aid property owners, 

developers, and others in the identification of 

potentially historic buildings 

-Determine neighborhoods’ interests in 

establishing local historic districts/landmarks 

-Continue recommending improvements to the 

historic preservation ordinance and processes 

through the development of the Historic 

Preservation Plan 

-Explore potential financing strategies and 

economic incentives and recommend 

incorporation into the Historic Preservation Plan 

ASSIGNMENT 

Full Commission/Staff 

 

 

Full Commission 

 

 

Full Commission 

Full Commission 

 

 

Full Commission 

 

DUE 

Ongoing 

 

 

2
nd

 Quarter 

 

 

3
rd

 Quarter 

 

Ongoing 

 

 

Ongoing 
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City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission 
Work Plan for 2015 

 

GOAL 2 

Increase communication 

 

TASK 
-Continue to improve the HPC website for ease of 

use and to provide more information 

-Create informational brochure(s) to explain 

benefits of historic districts and HPC processes 

ASSIGNMENT 

Staff 

 

Full Commission/Staff 

 

DUE 

1
st
 Quarter 

 

2
nd

 Quarter 

 

 

GOAL 3 

Improve public relations 

 

TASK 
-Send brochure to all property owners in historic 

districts explaining benefits and requirements 

-Continue to honor exemplary preservation efforts 

through annual Community Preservation Awards 

and the Preservation Showcase 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

Staff 

 

Full Commission 

DUE 

3
rd

 Quarter 

 

2
nd

 Quarter 

 

GOAL 4 

Provide information and educational opportunities for the public 

 

TASKS 
-Hold two trainings per year on various practical 

preservation topics like adaptive reuse, wood 

window repair, and brick tuckpointing 

-Plan and host the 2015 Preservation Showcase 

-Develop historic district markers and signage to 

help public identify key historic areas and 

landmarks 

ASSIGNMENT 

Full Commission/Staff 

 

 

Full Commission 

 

Full Commission/Staff 

DUE 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 

Quarters 

 

1
st
 and 2

nd
 

Quarters 

3
rd

 Quarter 

 

GOAL 5 

Provide educational opportunities for HPC members 

 

TASKS 
-Continue to provide outside training 

opportunities, and encourage attendance at the 

2015 Preservation Showcase 

ASSIGNMENT 

Full Commission/Staff 

 

 

DUE 

Ongoing 

 



LOA (State) Status Update September 25, 2014

LOA Project Name Project Description / Status Detail LOA Deadline Status Notes Project Manager

Letter of Agreement (LOA) regarding CDBG-

DRHB property acquisition and mitigation of 

adverse effects.

Historic Structure Reports, Adaptive Reuse Plans, 

Flood-Proofing & Relocation Feasibility Plans for 7 

properties below

People’s Savings Bank (Wells Fargo Bank Building, 101 3rd Ave SW) – Flood-proofing, 

elevation, or relocation feasibility study; adaptive reuse study – To be completed within 

60 months of execution of this LOA

04-Nov-16 Complete

Letter of Agreement (LOA) regarding CDBG-

DRHB property acquisition and mitigation of 

adverse effects.

Historic Structure Reports, Adaptive Reuse Plans, 

Flood-Proofing & Relocation Feasibility Plans for 7 

properties below

1018 2nd Street SE – Structural and financial feasibility study for relocation – To be 

completed within 24 months of execution of this LOA 04-Nov-16 Complete

Letter of Agreement (LOA) regarding CDBG-

DRHB property acquisition and mitigation of 

adverse effects

Historic Preservation Technical Assistance/Public 

Education

Donovan Rypkema speaking engagement to be coordinated with 2014 Preserve Iowa 

Summit. 04-Nov-16 Complete Keynote speaker for Preserve Iowa Summit 2014.

Jeff Hintz

Letter of Agreement (LOA) regarding CDBG-

DRHB property acquisition and mitigation of 

adverse effects

Historic Preservation Technical Assistance/Public 

Education

Section 106 training held September 20-21. Five to six additional trainings needed. 

Possibly biannual through 2015.
04-Nov-16 In Progress

Training ideas: Section 106 Training, Window 

installation/repair, Brick tuckpointing, Historic Tax 

Credit; Adaptive re-use of buildings (e.g. churches)

Anne Russett

Letter of Agreement (LOA) regarding CDBG-

DRHB property acquisition and mitigation of 

adverse effects

Historic Signage Jeff Hintz working on historic signage with Public Works. Anticipated fabrication and 

installation by Spring 2015.

04-Nov-16 In Progress

Designs submitted to SHPO and IEDA for review. City 

received feedback from SHPO on 9/8/14 that they 

are in agreement with the information on the 

number, design, content, and placement of the 

markers as provided. 

Jeff Hintz

Letter of Agreement (LOA) regarding CDBG-

DRHB property acquisition and mitigation of 

adverse effects

Historic Preservation Technical Assistance/Public 

Education

2012, 2013, and 2014 (Preserve Iowa Summit) conferences completed. Planning 2015 

Preservation Showcase for first Saturday in May. 04-Nov-16 In Progress

Proposing to schedule Preservation Showcase on 

Saturday, May 2 2015 (Preservation Week is April 26 - 

May 2)

Anne Russett

Letter of Agreement (LOA) regarding CDBG-

DRHB property acquisition and mitigation of 

adverse effects

Nomination of at least 12 Individual Properties 

within the 2008 Flood Inundation Area to the 

NRHP

Upon completion of the Comprehensive Historic and Architectural Survey funded by FEMA 

MOA, City will select 12 properties within the inundation area for nomination to NRHP. 

The properties will be reviewed with IEDA and SHPO for concurrence.

04-Nov-16 Not Started

Anne Russett/Jeff Hintz

Letter of Agreement (LOA) regarding CDBG-

DRHB property acquisition and mitigation of 

adverse effects

Historic Structure Reports, Adaptive Reuse Plans, 

Flood-Proofing & Relocation Feasibility Plans for 7 

Properties

Filling Station (310 14th Ave SE) – Flood-proofing feasibility study; adaptive reuse study

04-Nov-16 In Progress

Property owners have verbally committed. Send out 

letter to property owners confirming participation 

and requesting contact information. Need to finalize 

RFP (have draft) (1 RFP for 5 properties). 

Jeff Hintz / Anne Russett

Letter of Agreement (LOA) regarding CDBG-

DRHB property acquisition and mitigation of 

adverse effects

Historic Structure Reports, Adaptive Reuse Plans, 

Flood-Proofing & Relocation Feasibility Plans for 7 

Properties

Herda House (Brick Fachwerk House, 1113 3rd St SE) – Flood-proofing feasibility study; 

historic structure report

04-Nov-16 In Progress

Property owners have verbally committed. Send out 

letter to property owners confirming participation 

and requesting contact information. Need to finalize 

RFP (have draft) (1 RFP for 5 properties). 

Jeff Hintz / Anne Russett

Letter of Agreement (LOA) regarding CDBG-

DRHB property acquisition and mitigation of 

adverse effects

Historic Structure Reports, Adaptive Reuse Plans, 

Flood-Proofing & Relocation Feasibility Plans for 7 

Properties

Smid Hardware Store (219 14th Ave SE) – Flood-proofing feasibility study; historic 

structure report

04-Nov-16 In Progress

Property owners have verbally committed. Send out 

letter to property owners confirming participation 

and requesting contact information. Need to finalize 

RFP (have draft) (1 RFP for 5 properties). 

Jeff Hintz / Anne Russett

Letter of Agreement (LOA) regarding CDBG-

DRHB property acquisition and mitigation of 

adverse effects

Historic Structure Reports, Adaptive Reuse Plans, 

Flood-Proofing & Relocation Feasibility Plans for 7 

Properties

Sokol Gymnasium (Replacing P. Hach Building (1318 2nd St SE) ) – Flood-proofing 

feasibility study; historic structure report

04-Nov-16 In Progress

Property owners have verbally committed. Send out 

letter to property owners confirming participation 

and requesting contact information. Need to finalize 

RFP (have draft) (1 RFP for 5 properties). 

Jeff Hintz / Anne Russett

Letter of Agreement (LOA) regarding CDBG-

DRHB property acquisition and mitigation of 

adverse effects

Historic Structure Reports, Adaptive Reuse Plans, 

Flood-Proofing & Relocation Feasibility Plans for 7 

Properties

400-406 9th Ave SE (Replacing Kadlec Building (Salvation Army Building, 41 16th Ave 

SW) ) – Flood-proofing feasibility study; historic structure report

04-Nov-16 In Progress

Property owners have verbally committed. Send out 

letter to property owners confirming participation 

and requesting contact information. Need to finalize 

RFP (have draft) (1 RFP for 5 properties). 

Jeff Hintz / Anne Russett
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