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MEETING NOTICE  
The City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission will meet at: 

 

4:30 P.M. 
Thursday, August 28, 2014 

in the 
Collins Conference Room, City Hall 

 

101 First Street SE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
 

AGENDA 
Call Meeting to Order 
Public Comment 
Each member of the public is welcome to speak and we ask that you keep your comments to five 
(5) minutes or less.  If the proceedings become lengthy, the Chair may ask that comments be 
focused on any new facts or evidence not already presented.   
1. Approve Meeting Minutes 
2. Action Items 

a) DEMOLITION Applications (5 Minutes) 
i. 273 28th Avenue SW – Private Property 

b) Certificates of Appropriateness (COA) (50 Minutes) 
i. 1803 Ridgewood Terrace SE – Replace screen porch 

ii. 1815 3rd Avenue SE – Replace windows, door and siding (Continuation from 8/14) 
3. New Business 

a) 2015 Historic Preservation Commission Work Plan (15 Minutes) 
4. Old Business 

a) Public Works Monument Sign (5 Minutes) 
b) Update on MOA and LOA projects (15 Minutes) 

5. Adjournment 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS 
Items for future agendas: 

a) Update on Historic Preservation Plan 
b) Plaque on NW corner of 1st Avenue Bridge  
c) Ordinance updates: Partial Demolition, Accessory structures, ornamentation, historic 

district guidelines 
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MINUTES  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING, 
Thursday, August 14, 2014 @ 4:30 p.m. 

 
Collins Conference Room, City Hall, 101 First Street SE 

 
Members Present:  Amanda McKnight-Grafton   Chair 
      Todd McNall  Vice-Chair 
      Pat Cargin 
      Bob Grafton 
      Caitlin Hartman 
      Ron Mussman 
      Tim Oberbroeckling 
      Mark Stoffer Hunter 
      Barbara Westercamp 
 
Members Absent:  Sam Bergus 
 
City Staff: Jeff Hintz, Planner 
  Anne Russett, Planner 
  Kevin Ciabatti, Building Services Director 
  Jennifer Pratt, Interim Community Development Director 
  Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant 
 
Guests:  Richard Held, Dave O’Clair, Rick Wink, Richard Luther, Jason Rogers, 

Cindy Hadish, Derrick Eberle, Sheree Ramm  
 
Call Meeting to Order 

• Amanda McKnight Grafton called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
• Nine (9) Commissioners were present with one (1) absent. 

 
1. Approve Meeting Minutes 

• Tim Oberbroeckling made a motion to approve the minutes from July 24, 2014. Ron 
Mussman seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Pat Cargin arrived at 4:34 p.m. 
 
2. Action Items 

a. DEMOLITION Applications 
i. 315 23rd Street NE – Private Property 
• Jeff Hintz stated the property was built in 1936 and had a fire this past winter. The 

house is not individually eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.  
1 

 



 

• Todd McNall made a motion to approve demolition of 315 23rd Street NE. Barbara 
Westercamp seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

ii. 2709 O Avenue NW – Private Property 
• Mr. Hintz stated the property has had multiple alterations over the years and has been 

vacant since 2009. The owner lives in Texas and would like to sell the land and feels 
it would be easier to sell a vacant land. 

• Tim Oberbroeckling made a motion to approve demolition of 2709 O Avenue NW 
following the completion of exterior photo documentation. Todd McNall seconded 
the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

iii. 5549 6th Street SW (Back Warehouse) – Private Property 
• Mr. Hintz stated the demolition application is for a warehouse located on the back 

portion of the property. The warehouse has been gutted out and the space will be used 
for future expansion. 

• Todd McNall made a motion to approve demolition of the back warehouse at 5549 6th 
Street SW. Tim Oberbroeckling seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

iv. 2040 D Street SW – Private Property 
• Mr. Hintz stated the property was damaged in the 2008 flood and is structurally 

unsafe. The property has been vacant for several years.  
• Tim Oberbroeckling made a motion to approve demolition of 2040 D Street SW. Ron 

Mussman seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
v. 4524 C Avenue NE – City-owned Property 
• Mr. Hintz stated City staff has reached out to the public to have the building relocated 

and no interest was expressed. The property will be removed to realign traffic flow in 
the area and is part of a capital improvement project. 

• Ron Mussman made a motion to approve demolition of 4524 C Avenue NE. Tim 
Oberbroeckling seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

vi. 504 2nd Street SW – City-owned Property 
• Mr. Hintz stated the City attempted to dispose of the property and no interest was 

expressed.  
• Tim Oberbroeckling made a motion to approve demolition of 504 2nd Street SW. 

Mark Stoffer Hunter seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
b. Certificates of Appropriateness (COA)  

i. 335 18th Street SE – Replace porch stairs 
• Mr. Hintz stated the property owner would like to replace concrete steps leading to 

the porch with wood steps. The guidelines recommend use of wood steps.  
• Derrick Eberle stated the stairs would be replaced with treated wood and the wood 

would be painted next spring. The columns of the porch would also be replaced with 
wood columns.  

• Todd McNall made a motion to approve the COA Application for replacement of 
porch stairs with wood stairs and replacement of columns with wood columns at 335 
18th Street SE. Tim Oberbroeckling seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

ii. 1815 3rd Avenue SE – Replace windows, door and siding. 
• Mr. Hintz stated the property owner would like to replace the front door, front 

windows and siding. The owner is proposing the existing storm door be removed and 
the wood door would be replaced with a wood stained fiberglass door. The owner is 
proposing aluminum siding be removed and replaced with vinyl siding. The owner is 
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also proposing to remove three windows on the front of the house and either replace 
with vinyl or wood windows. 

• Discussion included the use of a liaison to assist with siding options as vinyl is not a 
preferred material in the historic district. Discussion also included how the pattern on 
the front door matches the patterns on the windows and how it is a historic pattern. It 
was recommended the HPC assign a liaison to work with the property owner. Bob 
Grafton volunteered to serve as the liaison.  

• No action was taken and the property owner will return at a future meeting with new 
proposals after working with the liaison.  

 
3. New Business 

a) Demolition Previews 
i. 1505 6th Street SW 
• Mr. Hintz stated the property is zoned commercial and was built in 1931. The 

property is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places and there are 
currently no plans for the property.  

• The commission expressed interest in photo documentation and salvage of the 
property prior to demolition.  

ii. 360 15th Street SE 
• Dave O’Clair stated Affordable Housing Network, Incorporated (AHNI) owns the 

duplex at 360 15th Street SE and acquired the property due to numerous police calls. 
AHNI is trying to clean up the neighborhood and after purchasing the property 
discovered the property does not have a good layout to easily be converted to a single 
family home. The cost of conversion and renovations to the property would be more 
than expensive that demolition and building new. AHNI is considering demolition of 
the existing building and put the lot into the ROOTs program to build a new house 
with a similar footprint. The current property has some termite damage and the roof is 
in poor condition. 

• The commission expressed interest in AHNI looking into options of repairing the 
building and saving it. Mark Stoffer Hunter agreed to look into the history of the 
property and share information with AHNI.  

b) Local Landmark Requests 
i. 301 2nd Avenue SW (Former Corner Pocket) 
• Richard Luther stated the property is being acquired from the City of Cedar Rapids 

and they would like to establish its historical significance to use historic tax credits. 
The property was built in 1976 and was commercial infill on the west side of Cedar 
Rapids. The State was already reviewed an application and determined the property 
not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. However, the property is 
locally significant and should be a local landmark. 

• Mr. Hintz stated the process to designate a local landmark is similar to local historic 
districts as the commission needs to make a motion to send the application on to the 
State for review and comment. Once the comments are received the City Council will 
review the comments and determine if the property should be a local landmark. 

• Discussion included the fact the building represents a 1950’s brick style and the 
building is a component of the neighborhood. 

• Barbara Westercamp made a motion to recommend 301 2nd Avenue SW for local 
landmark designation. Mark Stoffer Hunter seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously.  
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ii. 845 1st Avenue SE (Ausadie Building) 
• Tim Oberbroeckling abstained from discussion. 
• Barbara Westercamp made a motion to recommend 845 1st Avenue SE for local 

landmark designation. Todd McNall seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

c) Summit Award Nominations 
• Ms. McKnight-Grafton explained many nominations were received and a 

subcommittee met to choose the winners. The winners will have awards engraved for 
them and they will be presented at a ceremony during the Preserve Iowa Summit. Ms. 
McKnight-Grafton identified the winners of the various categories.  

d) Flash Flood Damaged Properties Update 
• Kevin Ciabatti stated staff has attempted to contact property owners that were 

impacted by the flash flooding in June. Some of the damaged properties are in the 
National Register Historic District. A number of the property owners are already 
making repairs or have indicated repairs will be made.  

 
4. Adjournment 
• Todd McNall made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:48 p.m. Tim Oberbroeckling 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant II 
Community Development 
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Historic Preservation Commission Agenda Item Cover Sheet 
 
Meeting Date: August 28, 2014 
 
Property Location:  273 28th Avenue SW 
Property Owner/Representative: Harley Schlarbaum 
Year Built: 1900 (approximate) 
 
Description of Agenda Item:    Demolition Application    COA    Other 
 
Background and Previous HPC Action: The applicant seeks to build a new house on the 
same lot over the course of the next year or so. The current R-3 zoning on the property allows 
for one dwelling unit only. The applicant desires a place to live while constructing the new 
dwelling unit on the property. Upon completion of the new unit, this structure would be removed. 
 
The property is not anticipated for demolition until the new structure is built on the lot, which will 
take several months to be built. The applicant seeks to finish the new dwelling unit prior to the 
demolition of this unit, but needs the demolition approval in place prior to obtaining a building 
permit for the new dwelling. 
 
 
Historic Eligibility Status:   Eligible   Not Eligible   Unknown   N/A   
     Explanation (if necessary): 
The recently concluded Citywide Reconnaissance Survey does not indicate this area of the 
community to contain historic resources. 

 
If eligible, which criteria is met: 

 Associated with significant historical events 
 Associated with significant lives of person 
 Signifies distinctive architectural character/era 
 Associated with lives of persons significant in our past 
 Archaeologically significant 

 
Other Action by City: Yes   No   N/A   
     Explanation (if necessary):  
 

Recommendation: 
 
Release of the property, without 60 day hold. 

Rationale: Infill development, desires of the property owner 
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Community Development and Planning Department 
City Hall 

101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 
 

 
To:  Historic Preservation Commission Members 
From: Jeff Hintz, Planner II 
Subject: COA Request at 1803 Ridgewood Terrace SE 
Date:   August 28, 2014 
 
Applicant Name(s): Mary Chesebro 
 
Local Historic District: Redmond Park-Grande Avenue Historic District 
 
Legal Description: GRANDE AVENUE PLACE N 100' STR/LB 7 5 
 
Year Built: 1915 
 
Description of Project: Addition Replacement of elements on a currently enclosed portion of 
the porch. Replacement of the framing wood material which had become rotten and inclusion of 
screen window inserts to replace screen material which had previously been stapled directly to 
the original wooden frame. A proposed screen window insert will be provided at the meeting. 
The work had begun on this project due to a computer error which resulted in a permit being 
issued; this error has since been corrected, the applicant was not seeking to avoid review. 
 
Information from Historic Surveys on property:  The 1995 Site Inventory Form from the 
District Nomination survey lists the property as “good” and “well preserved” for integrity. The 
property is also listed as individually eligible for the National Register and contributing to the 
district; all of these comments were noted despite the fact the right third of the porch was 
enclosed. 
 
Defining features related to project: As noted in the 1995 Site Inventory Form, the following 
features define the property and include: “the right portion of front porch enclosed with windows 
above balustrade; porch has brick piers and closed brick balustrade extending to ground in lieu of 
skirting.” 
 
Excerpt(s) from Guidelines for Cedar Rapids Historic Districts Applicable to Project: 
 



 
 
 
Overall Comments: The assessors information and photos 
indicate this property had this section of the porch (roughly 
1/3 of the porch area) enclosed in for many years; the 1995 
Site Inventory Form shows a photo of the property and at 
that time the same section was also enclosed. The applicant 
has indicated the craftsmanship was not the best and the 
screening was merely stapled to wood framing on the porch. 
Despite this small alteration, the property was still listed as 
individually eligible for the National Register and 
contributing to the district in 1995. The house has had no significant exterior changes from then, 
until now. This new proposal incorporates replacement of rotted wood and actual screens on a 
window inserts.  
 
Although the design guidelines recommend opening enclosed porches, the property’s enclosed 
porch was listed as a defining feature when accepted into the district. Furthermore, the property 
was identified as being eligible for individual listing on the National Register in that fashion. 
Therefore, the staff recommends the applicant’s proposal with the following modifications: 
 

• Adapt some wood framing over the metal framing (thus disguising metal from view) 
would be highly recommended to ensure consistency.  
 

• Alternatively, wooden window inserts/frames with screens could be used in the project to 
avoid a frame. 
 

Staff sees either option as a way to preserve the historic integrity of the home while making the 
project a success for the applicant. 
 
Attachments: Application from applicant.  













 
 

Community Development and Planning Department 
City Hall 

101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 
 

 
To:  Historic Preservation Commission Members 
From: Jeff Hintz, Planner II 
Subject: COA Request at 1815 3rd Avenue SE 
Date:   August 28, 2014 
 
Applicant Name(s): Richard (Rick) Wink 
 
Local Historic District: 2nd and 3rd Avenue Historic District 
 
Legal Description: GRANDE AVENUE PLACE NE 9' LOT 3 & (LESS A TRI 17.7' X 27.2' IN 
SW COR) N 70' STR/LB 4 6 
 
Year Built: 1915 
 
Description of Project: Replacement of first floor front facing windows to the left of the front 
door (bank of three) which are presently wood but covered up by aluminum framing. Vinyl 
replacement windows have been proposed by the applicant initially; estimates for wood and 
composite wood windows were also presented to the commission at the August 14 meeting. The 
front door which is currently wood is also being sought for replacement.  A fiberglass door with 
wood grain appearance was originally proposed by the applicant and discussed by the 
commission at the August 14 meeting. The house currently has aluminum siding as it did when 
the site was inventoried at the time of inclusion in the historic district in 1995. The aluminum 
siding is proposed to be replaced with vinyl siding. 
 
Information from Historic Surveys on property:  The 1995 Site Inventory Form lists the 
defining features as the broad gabled roof (ridgeline parallel to street) and the double hung 
windows. 
 
Aluminum siding and the enclosed porch changes “diminish significance.” The property is not 
eligible for individual listing on the national register, but does contribute to the district.  
 
Excerpt(s) from Design Guideline Recommendations Applicable to Project: 
 
-Doors: Repairing the original wood door. Replacing doors visible from the street with wood 
doors. Storm or screen doors. Retaining the same door size. Retaining historic trim around doors. 
 
-Windows: Retain and repair historic window sashes and frames. Replace windows with the 
home’s original window material. Replacement windows should match the originals as closely as 



possible. Repair or install new storm windows. Vinyl or aluminum products are allowed only at 
the rear of a house. 
 
-Walls and Exteriors: Replace wood exterior siding with like materials. Repairing the existing 
siding. Removing of synthetic siding. 
 
Consistency with Guideline Recommendations:  Generally speaking, none of the originally 
proposed materials are listed as recommended by the Historic District Guideline 
Recommendations; however the house was accepted into the district as contributing in 1995 
despite exterior alterations from what was originally constructed in 1915. 
 
Attachments: Application from applicant, materials information, and close up photos of 
property, taken by applicant.  















 
 

City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission 
Work Plan for 2014 

 
 
General Information 
 
CHARTER 
The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is comprised of at least 11 volunteer citizens 
appointed by the Mayor and approved by the City Council for three year terms. The Cedar 
Rapids Historic Preservation Commission makes recommendations on National Register of 
Historic Places nominations and local historic district designation. With City Council approval, 
the Historic Preservation Commission initiates historic preservation studies designed to identify 
and preserve the City’s historic building resources. The Commission also reviews and approves 
applications for Certificates of Appropriateness in the two local historic districts. 
 
MEETINGS 
The Historic Preservation Commission meets every second and fourth Thursday of the month at 
4:30 p.m. unless otherwise published. Meetings are held at the Cedar Rapids City Hall. 
 
COMMISSIONERS and CONTACTS 
 
Commissioners 
 
Amanda McKnight-Grafton, Chair 
Todd McNall, Vice-Chair 
Bob Grafton, Secretary 
Pat Cargin 
Moira Blake 
Barbara Westercamp  
Tim Oberbroeckling 
Mark Stoffer Hunter 
Ron Mussman 
Vacant Position 
Vacant Position 

Council Liaison 
 
Ann Poe 
(319) 286-5099 
a.poe@cedar-rapids.org 

Staff Liaisons 
 
Thomas Smith 
(319) 286-5161 
t.smith@cedar-rapids.org 
 

 
 
 
 

This work plan serves as a guide to action and may be adapted or revised as new events and 
opportunities arise. 

 



City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission 
Work Plan for 2014 

 
Process 
 
On October 10th, the Historic Preservation Commission met to affirm its goals for a 2014 work 
plan. The Commission engaged in an action planning process that involved the following steps: 
 

 Commitments and Vision: Selection of goals that the Commission agreed upon and 
believed were achievable over the course of a year.  
 

 Key Actions: Identification of action steps to address goals. 
 
This work plan contains the work performed by the Commission to date and will be updated to 
reflect the conclusion of the process and any changes that may arise during finalization of the 
plan. 
  



City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission 
Work Plan for 2014 

 
Work Plan 
 
VISION 
The purpose of Chapter 18 of the Municipal Code, which outlines historic preservation and the 
duties of the HPC is to: 
 
(1) Promote the educational, cultural, economic and general welfare of the public through the 
recognition, enhancement, and perpetuation of sites and districts of historical and cultural 
significance; 
(2) Safeguard the city's historic, aesthetic and cultural heritage by preserving sites and districts of 
historic and cultural significance; 
(3) Stabilize and improve property values; 
(4) Foster pride in the legacy of beauty and achievements of the past; 
(5) Protect and enhance the city's attractions to tourists and visitors and the support and stimulus 
to business thereby provided; 
(6) Strengthen the economy of the city; 
(7) Promote the use of sites and districts of historic and cultural significance as places for the 
education, pleasure, and welfare of the people of the city.  
 
GOAL 1 
Participate in preservation, salvage and documentation of historic structures 
 

TASK 
-Review historic surveys and National Register 
nominations related to FEMA MOAs and State 
LOA with City 

-Prepare a criteria list of historic Cedar Rapids 
buildings and architecture 

-Determine neighborhoods’ interests in 
establishing local historic districts/landmarks 

-Continue recommending improvements to historic 
preservation ordinance and processes 

ASSIGNMENT 
Full Commission/Staff 
 
 
Full Commission 
 
Full Commission 
 
Full Commission 

DUE 
Ongoing 
 
 
2nd Quarter 
 
3rd Quarter 
 
Ongoing 

 
GOAL 2 
Increase communication 
 
TASK 
-Make improvements to HPC website for ease of 
use and to provide more information 
-Create informational brochure to explain benefits 
of historic districts and HPC processes 

ASSIGNMENT 
Staff 
 
Full Commission/Staff 
 

DUE 
1st Quarter 
 
2nd Quarter 
 

 
  



City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission 
Work Plan for 2014 

 
GOAL 3 
Improve public relations 
 
TASK 
-Send brochure to all property owners in historic 
districts explaining benefits and requirements 

-Continue to honor exemplary preservation efforts 
through annual Community Preservation Awards 
and the Preservation Showcase 

 

ASSIGNMENT 
Staff 
 
Full Commission 

DUE 
3rd Quarter 
 
3rd Quarter 

 
GOAL 4 
Provide information and educational opportunities for the public 
 
TASKS 
-Hold two trainings per year on various practical 
preservation topics like wood window repair and 
brick tuckpointing 

-Participate as leaders in planning the 2014 
Preserve Iowa Summit in Cedar Rapids 

-Develop historic district markers and signage to 
help public identify key historic areas and 
landmarks 

ASSIGNMENT 
Full Commission/Staff 
 
 
Full Commission 
 
Full Commission/Staff 

DUE 
2nd and 4th 
Quarters 
 
Ongoing 
 
3rd Quarter 

 
GOAL 5 
Provide educational opportunities for HPC members 
 
TASKS 
-Continue to provide outside training 
opportunities, and encourage attendance at 2014 
Preserve Iowa Summit and public trainings 

ASSIGNMENT 
Full Commission/Staff 
 
 

DUE 
Ongoing 
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