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City of Cedar Rapids 
Historic Preservation Commission 

 
Community Development Department, City Hall, 101 First Street SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52401, 319-286-5041 

       
 

MEETING NOTICE  
The City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission will meet at: 

 

4:30 P.M. 
Thursday, March 28, 2013 

at 
Police Substation 

 

1501 1st Avenue SE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
 

AGENDA 
 
Call Meeting to Order 
1. Approve Meeting Minutes  
2. New Business 

a) Appointment of Secretary 
b) 2014 Preserve Iowa Summit 
c) Kirkwood Historic Preservation Curriculum Plan 
d) Chapter 18 Demolition Ordinance Update Forecast 
e) Section 106 review – 4200 1st Avenue NE 

3. Old Business 
a) GIS Database for Historic Properties Inventory Examples 

i. Whittier, CA: 
http://gisweb.cityofwhittier.org/SilverlightViewer_1_2/?Viewer=City%20of%20Whittier 

ii. Southampton, NY: http://historic.southamptontownny.gov/  
iii. Massachusetts Historical Commission: http://maps.mhc-macris.net/  
iv. Kansas Historic Resource Inventory: http://khri.kansasgis.org/  

b) Preservation Showcase 
4. Adjournment 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
Items for future agendas: 

a) HPC Website updates 
b) Potential Local Historic District Nomination  
c) Feasibility Studies for 1018 2nd Street SE and 101 3rd Avenue SW  
d) Historic Districts Mailing 
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City Planning Commission 
City of Cedar Rapids 

  101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone: (319) 286-5041 
  

 
MINUTES  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING, 
Thursday, January 31, 2013 @ 4:30 p.m. 

 
Police Substation, 1501 1st Avenue SE 

 
Members Present:  Amanda McKnight-Grafton Chair 
      Todd McNall  Vice-Chair 
      Moira Blake 
      Patricia Cargin  
      Bob Grafton 
      Candy Nanke 
      Tim Oberbroeckling 
      Jon Thompson 
      Barbara Westercamp 
 
City Staff: Thomas Smith, Planner 
  Alex Sharpe, Planner 
 
Guests:  Richard Luther, Richard Sova, Mark Stoffer Hunter, Tim Klima 
 
Call Meeting to Order 

 Amanda McKnight-Grafton called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 Nine (9) Commissioners were present and none absent. 

 
1. Approve Meeting Minutes 

 Todd McNall made a motion to approve the minutes from October 11, October 25, 
December 13, 2012 and January 10, 2013. Barbara Westercamp seconded the motion. 
The motion passed unanimously with none opposed.  
 

2. Action Items 
a. NEW Demolition applications  

i. 207 7th Street SE – Private Property 
 Thomas Smith stated the owner wishes to demolish the structure to provide parking 

for the Gazette redevelopment. The property is a contributing structure to the Auto 
Row Historic District.  

 Discussion included whether or not a property could be placed on hold or if it could 
be denied of the demolition after the 60-day hold is complete. Discussion included 
whether the property owner was Steve Emerson and if it was possible to table the 
item until the HPC is presented with more information on how it would affect the 
Auto Row Historic District.  It was determined the 60-day hold is the only hold the 
HPC is able to place and Mr. Emerson is the property owner.  
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 Jon Thompson made a motion to table the application. Todd McNall seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 Following the meeting, staff determined tabling the item has the same effect as 
placing a 60-day hold, and does not stop the hold from expiring after 60 days. 

ii. 512 3rd Avenue SE – Private Property 
 Pat Cargin asked for clarification on what part of the property is being demolished. 
 Mr. Smith clarified the older existing structure would not be demolished but the 

new addition would be.   
 Todd McNall made a motion to approve the demolition application. Jon Thompson 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously, with Tim Oberbroeckling 
abstaining. 
 

Bob Grafton joined the meeting at 5:14 p.m.  
 

iii. 519 4th Avenue SE, – Private Property 
iv. 411 6th Street SE– Private Property 

 Todd McNall made a motion to approve the demolition application. Jon Thompson 
seconded the motion.  

 Discussion took place on whether the Copacabana was also within this demolition 
permit. It was determined that the Copacabana and 411 6th street SE are attached. It 
was determined the Copacabana should find new ownership and the HPC wished to 
place this property on the 60-day hold.  

 Mr. McNall rescinded his motion.  
 Discussion included whether the building was surveyed and whether the building 

was eligible to be classified as historic. The HPC also requested a liaison meet with 
the property owner/representative. It was determined the building has not been 
surveyed and Candy Nanke would be the liaison for this case.  

 Jon Thompson made a motion to place a 60-day hold on 519 4th Avenue SE and 411 
6th Street SE. Tim Oberbroeckling seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

v. 34 43rd Avenue SW – Private Property 
 Jon Thompson made a motion to approve the demolition application. Todd McNall 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously, with Tim Oberbroeckling 
abstaining. 

vi. 2316 Bowling Street SW – Private Property – Previewed on 10/11/12 
 Amanda McKnight-Grafton asked Mark Stoffer Hunter whether the structure had 

any historic significance. Mr. Stoffer Hunter stated he felt there was none.  
 Todd McNall made a motion to approve the demolition application. Tim 

Oberbroeckling seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

3. New Business 
a. Modifications to National Register Property – 1120 2nd Avenue SE 

 Ms. McKnight-Grafton asked Richard Luther to present the building plans. 
 Mr. Luther presented a plan for rehabilitation of the existing Carriage House, and 

development of a restaurant and Victorian Courtyard at the A.T. Averill property.  
 Discussion included where parking would be located and whether the roofline 

would need to be adjusted to install an elevator. It was determined parking would be 
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shared between several local properties in the area, and the elevator would be 
internal, thus not changing the existing roofline.  

 Discussion occurred between HPC members on the benefits of rehabilitation of the 
property and the ability to maintain the historic character. An agreement was 
reached that this development has great potential. HPC thanked Mr. Luther for his 
presentation.  

b. Future Demolitions/Developments 
i. 518 2nd Street SW – Landover Corporation 

ii. 521 3rd Street SW – Landover Corporation 
iii. 202, 206, 208, 220, 222 and 224 6th Avenue SW – Landover Corporation 
 Richard Sova presented a potential plan for the property, explaining Tim Klima and 

he wished to apply for Multi-Family Round 5 funds. The current plan would require 
acquiring two additional properties on the block and all structures on the properties 
would be demolished. Multi-family housing would be constructed, if all properties 
are acquired, and the complex would have 45-48 units. Mr. Klima explained the site 
is not within the 100-year flood plain, and not within a historic district. Mr. Klima 
also expressed that the structures on these properties were in a state of extreme 
disrepair, as were the sites themselves. Mr. Sova noted, based on the location of the 
site, it was a key entry to Cedar Rapids when exiting I-380. Mr. Sova’s desire is to 
create esthetically pleasing multi-family housing as an entryway to Cedar Rapids.  

 Discussion included whether the site would be assisted living, whether there would 
be any green space on premises and where parking would be located. Discussion 
also included that the property would be managed locally, and what the timeline 
would be. It was determined the project is set to happen as soon as the Multi-Family 
Round 5 funds are available. It was also determined the project would not be for 
assisted living, but would include income restrictions on a percentage of the units. 
The current plans include maintaining the existing green space and potentially 
enhancing it and parking would be on-site surface parking.  

iv. 902 17th Street NE – Mount Mercy University 
 Mr. Smith stated review of this property has been removed due to the property 

owner no longer wishing to demolish the property at this time. 
 

4. Old Business 
a. Demo applications UNDER REVIEW 

i. 1505 B Street SW – City-owned property – 60-day hold ends 2/11/13 
 Mr. Smith gave a brief history on the property reminding HPC they reviewed this 

on December 11, 2012 and placed it on a 60-day hold. Mr. Smith pointed out City 
Council will release the property for demolition on or after February 11, 2013.  

 Discussion took place on whether the HPC needed to sign off on the demolition 
permit and asked City Council be informed of their decision to keep the property on 
the 60-day hold.   

ii. 1432 Mt Vernon Road – Private property – 60-day hold ends 2/11/13 
 Amanda McKnight-Grafton and Bob Grafton recused themselves from discussion. 
 Discussion included whether John Jelinek was considering purchasing and moving 

the structure to another location. Mr. McNall agreed to follow up with Mr. Jelinek 
before February 11, 2013 when the 60-day hold expires.  

 The commission decided to keep the property on the 60-day hold.  
iii. 117 28th Street Drive SE – Private property – 60-day hold ends 3/11/13 

121 28th Street Drive SE – Private property – 60-day hold ends 3/11/13 
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2739 1st Avenue SE – Private property – 60-day hold ends 3/11/13 
 Amanda McKnight-Grafton and Bob Grafton recused themselves from discussion. 
 Discussion included why Restore had not been able to enter the premises. The HPC 

requested the City contact the property owner to remind them that they had agreed 
to allow Restore to enter and salvage the properties. Mr. Smith agreed to contact the 
property owner. 

 The commission decided to keep the property on the 60-day hold.  
b. Preservation Showcase 

 Discussion on the status included a volunteer list for the different speakers, and 
other portions of the showcase. It was also noted that HPC should reach out to the 
other historical associations as quickly as possible as they have agreed to help. HPC 
would also like the City to post the event to the City Council Weekly and begin the 
press release with the City. HPC would like to create a Facebook page as quickly as 
possible as the 2012 event did not have adequate advertising.  

c. Council Development Committee Comments on Work Plan 
 Staff noted that the Development Committee would like the HPC to recommend 

locations for local historic districts.  
 HPC requested staff compile the criteria on how to establish a historic district and 

also include the definitions of the separate districts. Mr. Smith agreed to place these 
definitions on a future agenda to better explain them. 

 
5. Adjournment 

 Tim Oberbroeckling motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:27 p.m. Candy Nanke 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously with none opposed. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Alex Sharpe, Planner I 
Community Development 
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City Planning Commission 
City of Cedar Rapids 

  101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone: (319) 286-5041 
  

 
MINUTES  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING, 
Thursday, March 14, 2013 @ 4:30 p.m. 

 
Police Substation, 1501 1st Avenue SE 

 
Members Present:  Todd McNall  Vice-Chair 
      Moira Blake  
      Patricia Cargin  
      Bob Grafton 
      Tim Oberbroeckling 
      Jon Thompson 
      Barbara Westercamp 
 
Members Absent:  Amanda McKnight-Grafton Chair 
      Candy Nanke 
 
City Staff: Thomas Smith, Planner 
  Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant 
 
Guests:  Ann Poe, Chuck Swore, Cindy Hadish, Sarah Nelson, Marjorie Pearson, 

Corey Houchins-Witt, Dave O’Clair, Richard Held 
 
Call Meeting to Order 

 Todd McNall called the meeting to order at 4:33 p.m. 
 Seven (7) Commissioners were present and two (2) absent. 

 
1. Approve Meeting Minutes 

 The minutes were not discussed and will be addressed at the March 28, 2013 meeting. 
 
2. Action Items 

a. NEW Demolition applications  
i. 1015 3rd Street SE – Private Property 

 Mr. Smith stated this property is part of the Bohemian Commercial Historic District 
and is one of the 43/68 contributing structures in the district. The owner plans to 
build a new wedding chapel on the site. Salvage would not be an option as the 
property has been completely gutted out. The owner wants a wedding chapel on this 
site so he would not be interested in restoring the building as it currently exists. 

 Discussion included the fact the property owner has received offers for selling the 
property and has turned them all down. The property is in the Main Street 
jurisdiction and design guidelines are in place that the new chapel would have to 
follow and any new design would have to go through the Design Review Technical 



 

2 
 

Advisory Committee (DRTAC) and through the City’s Preliminary Site 
Development Plan process for approval. 

 Discussion took place regarding the options of the commission. The three options 
the commission had included 1) do not take action on the demolition/table the 
demolition which would result in the release of the property on the following 
business day, 2) Move to approve the demolition application or 3) put the property 
on a 60-day after showing cause for a hold. 

 Jon Thompson made a motion to table the demolition application. Tim 
Oberbroeckling seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

ii. 86 14th Avenue SW – Private Property 
 Mr. Smith stated the property is owned by Penford and there are safety concerns 

with the property. In 2009 a reconnaissance survey was done and the property is not 
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The property would 
be included in Penford’s long terms goals for expanding their facilities. 

 Jon Thompson made a motion to approve the demolition application for 86 14th 
Avenue SW. Tim Oberbroeckling seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

b. COA Applications 
i. 324 14th Street SE – Full Rehabilitation (Interior and exterior) 

 Corey Houchins-Witt, Affordable Housing Network (AHN), stated since January 
2012 AHN has purchased 47 properties with 13 pending and of these properties 23 
have been rehabilitated and 10 rehabilitations are in progress. Several historic 
properties in the neighborhood have been restored keeping the historic character. 
The property at 324 14th Street SE is located in a local historic district and funds 
include a 15,000 HOME grant from the City of Cedar Rapids and a 70,000 HOME 
grant from the State of Iowa. 

 Dave O’Clair, AHN, presented photos of the house pointing out the siding is in 
good condition but the porch and skirting of the house will be replaced. The 
concrete front steps will be removed and replaced with wood steps. The original 
trim of the windows will remain but the windows will be replaced with metal clad 
windows and the doors on the side of the house will be replaced with metal clad 
doors. The original front door will be kept in place and will be refinished. 

 Discussion included ideas for replacing the skirting, replacing the porch and 
replacing the railing on the porch. The commission suggested the railing ideas be 
discussed with Mark Stoffer Hunter, a local historian, as he would have an idea of 
railings used in the time period the house was built. Discussion included the layout 
of the house having 3 bedrooms and 1 ½ baths and will be used a single family 
home when the rehabilitation is complete. Discussion included whether the houses 
in the AHN program would be rented or sold at some point. It was determined the 
AHN has a goal of selling the homes and have them as owner-occupied. 

 Jon Thompson made a motion to approve the COA for 324 14th Street SE. Barbara 
Westercamp seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

ii. 357 16th Street SE – Replace wood siding with vinyl siding 
 Mr. Smith stated he was unable to get in touch with the property owner. 
 It was pointed out vinyl siding is not in the guidelines for a historic district. 
 Jon Thompson made a motion to deny the COA application for 357 16th Street SE. 

Tim Oberbroeckling seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
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3. New Business 
a. Kirkwood Historic Preservation Curriculum Plan 

 This item was not discussed and was moved to the March 28, 2013 agenda. 
b. GIS Database for Historic Properties Inventory 

 Mr. Smith stated this is related to the Memorandums of Agreement with FEMA. The 
purpose is to create a database that contains all historic information for Cedar Rapids. 

 The commission was asked to visit sites that have databases to determine good 
qualities of the site that could be incorporated into the Cedar Rapids database site.  

 Commission members suggested the use of pictures, links with Brucemore and links 
with the History Center be incorporated in the database. 

c. Section 106 review – 101 2nd Street SE 
 Mr. Smith stated a letter was received from GSS Incorporated on behalf of I Wireless 

to put a cellular communications tower at the top of the American Building 
downtown. The tower would not be easily viewed from the street. 

 Discussion included the location on the rooftop and how the tower would not be seen 
from the intersection but would be seen from the northwest side of the building. 

d. Citywide Reconnaissance Survey 
 Mr. Smith stated this is related to one of the FEMA Memorandums of Agreement 

(MOA) that were established following the flood of 2008. There are certain projects 
the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) agreed to participate in to make up for 
flood demolitions. One of the projects is a Citywide Reconnaissance Survey and it 
will set the stage for possible future historic districts. 

 Sarah Nelson stated in December 2012 a survey was completed including the portions 
of the City that has not been surveyed before. The Reconnaissance survey was 
recently completed and areas for intensive survey and potential historic districts can 
be recommended using the reports. 

 Marjorie Pearson gave a presentation giving an explanation of the project, discussing 
what has been done and what will be done. Potential locations for historic districts 
were pointed out and the proposed timeline was discussed. 

 
4. Old Business 

a. Demolition Applications UNDER REVIEW 
i. 519 4th Avenue SE – March 16, 2013 

ii. 411 6th Street SE – March 16, 2013 
 Mr. Smith stated the properties are the former Coopacabana building. When 

Candy Nanke talked to the property owner the owner indicated the property 
would be used for parking temporary with long terms plan for a structure. 

 Discussion took place regarding the address of the property and if it was correct. 
 Tim Oberbroeckling made a motion to release the property from the 60-day hold. 

Barbara Westercamp seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

 Commissioner McNall asked if the commission can be proactive in seeking to 
create more Local Landmark Districts. Mr. Smith stated the work plan contains 
the idea of creating new local historic districts which means the commission 
would have to allow demolitions and approve COA’s. The City Council 
Development Committee would like to see the HPC come up with something and 
a landmark designation is another opportunity the HPC could consider. 
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 Discussion included whether or not property owner permission had to be granted 
to designate a landmark. Also, if the commission feels there is an area that should 
be made into a local historic district the commission can reach out to 
organizations in the area and encourage them to be a part of the effort. 
 

b. Final update on City properties past 60-day review period 
 Mr. Smith stated the Corner House Gallery properties have passed the 60-day hold 

period and salvage work was completed on the majority of the properties. 
 Discussion included the fact the properties were demolished on March 13th and it was 

pointed out the garage of the Corner House Gallery was demolished prior to the 60-
day hold period being complete. Discussion also included various options for items to 
be placed on the demolition application. 

 Discussion included having more consequences for demolishing structures without a 
demolition permit as the current consequence is a fine of double the demolition 
permit. Council woman Poe requested staff look into additional penalties to be added 
to the ordinance for those who violate the City’s demolition ordinance. Kevin 
Ciabatti, Building Services Manager, recommended including language that addresses 
deconstruction as well as demolition. Council woman Poe made a recommendation 
photos be included with the demolition permit. It was determined the commission 
would make a recommendation that would be taken forward to City Council. 

 Discussion included whether or not there were other ways to release properties on a 
60-day hold rather than having a meeting with quorum. It was pointed out the 
commission can give staff the authority to release properties when necessary without 
having a meeting with the commission. An example was given that if a property is on 
hold for salvage, the commission can give staff permission to release the property 
when salvage is complete without holding a HPC meeting. It was suggested a form be 
created for when property owners agreed to do salvage. The form would be signed by 
the property owner and salvage company when salvage is complete and upon 
receiving the signed form staff can release the property from the 60-day hold. 

c. Preservation Showcase 
 Mr. McNall asked all commissioners to save the date of Saturday, May 4th for the 

2013 Preservation Showcase. The Historic Preservation Commission is teaming with 
Main Street, Save CR Heritage, possibly Linn County Historic Preservation 
Commission and volunteers. 

 Discussion included distributing a sign-up sheet for different aspects of the showcase. 
Discussion also included the schedule for the showcase that Maura Pilcher, Bob 
Grafton, Jennifer Pruden, Todd McNall, Tim Klima and Amanda McKnight-Grafton 
worked to organize. 

d. MOA/LOA Updates 
 There were no MOA/LOA updates. 

 
5. Adjournment 

 Jon Thompson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:22 p.m. Barbara Westercamp 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously with none opposed. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant II 
Community Development 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 



1 
 

 Community Development Department 
City Hall 

101 First Avenue SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 
 
 

To:  Historic Preservation Commission 
From:  Thomas, Planner 
Subject:  Options to Funds a Kirkwood Historic Preservation Program  
Date:   March 28, 2013 
 
 
This memo is to provide the Historic Preservation Commission with background on a request to allocate 
funds from either FEMA Memorandums of Agreement (MOAs) or the State Letter of Agreement (LOA) 
to fund a Historic Preservation continuing education program at Kirkwood Community College.  This 
would be the first Historic Preservation program in the state of Iowa.  Support from the HPC is required 
before moving the request forward to FEMA or the State. 
 
Background: 
In 2012 the City began to meet with representatives from local historic preservation groups to discuss 
ways to encourage an ethic of historic preservation in the community.  The City and stakeholders 
researched how communities were successful at creating a sustaining culture of preservation.  One of the 
most evident links successful communities had was an educational institution nearby that offered a 
curriculum in historic preservation.  Currently, Iowa does not have a college or university that offers 
classes in historic preservation.   
 
Preservationists and the City met with representatives of Kirkwood’s Continuing Education Department 
to discuss creating curriculum focused on preservation.  Kirkwood was open to the idea and provided a 
budget required to start a new program.  Kirkwood does not have the necessary funds to create and 
market a new program.   
 
Kirkwood Program: 
Attached are documents that provide more detail for Kirkwood’s program. The Kirkwood Historic 
Preservation Program is offering an eight class curriculum that would provide a certificate for each class 
completed and an overall certificate for completing the entire program. This program will target trade 
professionals that do the actual work, but everyday homeowners may be able to take some of the classes 
as well.  Below is a summary of the classes: 
 

1. Architectural Investigation (pre-requisite)  12 Hours 
2. Historic Masonry Buildings 16 Hours 
3. Maintaining the Exterior of Historic Buildings 16 Hours 
4. Weatherization and Historic Structures 12 Hours 
5. Repairing Historic Plaster Walls and Ceilings 20 Hours 
6. Preservation and Repair of Stained Glass 8 Hours 
7. The Repair of Historic Wooden Windows 20 Hours 
8. Lead Safe Renovator Training 8 Hours 

TOTAL: 112 Hours 
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Budget: 
Most of the costs to start the Kirkwood Preservation Program are for the development of the curriculum, 
which needs to be done by a professional.  Because this will be a continuing education program, the time 
to develop and start the program will be less than one year.  At the suggestion of the City and local 
preservationists, Kirkwood has also included budget items for marketing and scholarships.  Below is a 
basic summary of the budget. 
 

Curriculum Development  $25,000 
Supplies    $5,000 
Marketing    $5,000 
Scholarships   $5,000 
TOTAL:    $40,000 

 
Options: 
The only available funds for assisting Kirkwood with this program would come from the MOA and LOA 
projects that the City has agreed to complete with FEMA and the State.  Below are several options for 
funding, if the HPC decides to recommend moving forward. 
 

Option 1: 
Reallocate funds from the 2nd Avenue SE Auto Row Historic District project. 

  
  Pros: 

 The draft documentation and nomination forms completed for the Auto Row Historic 
District have significant gaps and do not meet the expectations of the State Historic 
Preservation Office. Re-work of the documentation and completion of the full 
nomination process would take a number of months, possibly years, and require 
additional funds beyond what was originally anticipated for the project. Replacing 
the historic district nomination with the Kirkwood Preservation Program may be a 
shorter route to satisfying one of the FEMA Memorandums of Agreement. 

 Property owners in the proposed historic district are concerned about the boundaries 
and implications of the district and may express opposition, which could endanger 
the nomination all together. The Kirkwood Preservation Program has strong initial 
support from all parties at this point and would alleviate the concerns of landowners 
in the proposed historic district. 

 The State has indicated that funding a Kirkwood Preservation Program could also 
count toward 15 technical assistance workshops that the HPC is responsible to host. 
Funding the Kirkwood Preservation Program could satisfy multiple MOA and LOA 
projects at once. 
 

Cons: 
 The nomination of the Auto Row Historic District would not occur, and the related 

incentives for preservation would not be available for property owners in the area. 
 Funds have already been spent on the Auto Row Historic District study and 

nomination. Additional funds would be needed to switch projects and begin work on 
the Kirkwood Preservation Program.  

 
Option 2: 
Reallocate funds from the Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan project. 

  
  Pros: 



3 
 

 There are enough funds in the project to fund Kirkwood’s program. 
 There will be funds left over to re-allocate to a smaller project. 
 The City is completing what is normally included in a comprehensive historic 

preservation plan and more in a shorter than normal time frame due to the MOAs and 
LOA projects.  Staff has provided a matrix for comparison. 
 

Cons: 
 The Comprehensive Preservation Plan was a popular project during public feedback. 

 
Option 3: 
Reallocate funds from the project to nominate 12 properties to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 
 
 Pros: 

 There are enough funds in the project to fund Kirkwood’s program. 
 Other buildings will be nominated through the MOA intensive surveys and 

nominations. 
 
 Cons: 

 The HPC could use the 12 nominations to promote their “Diamond in the Rough” 
list. 

 The HPC could use the 12 nomination to promote historic preservation in the 
Community.  For example, take nominations from the community. 

 Waiting for a response from the State to see if moving these funds is a possibility. 
 
Option 4: 
Reallocate funds from a combination of Historic Structure Report projects. 
 
 Pros: 

 There are enough funds in the project to fund Kirkwood’s program. 
 These projects have no physical or financial benefit, they are only informational. 
 There are multiple projects to choose from.   

 
Cons: 
 There will some of the 7 structures will not receive a Historic Structure Report, 

which will provide information on potentially rehabbing their building.   
 Waiting response from the State to see if moving these funds is a possibility. 

 
Option 5: 
Do not recommend moving forward with a Kirkwood Historic Preservation Program. 
 
 Pros: 

 All MOA or LOA projects will remain funded 
 
 Cons: 

 There will continue to be no historic preservation curriculum in the State of Iowa, 
 Preservation stakeholders will need to find another way to build the ethic of historic 

preservation in Iowa. 































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 



 Community Development Department 
City Hall 

101 First Avenue SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 
 
 

To:  Historic Preservation Commission 
From:  Brad Larson, Planner 
Subject:  Historic Database functions 
Date:   February 21, 2013 
 
 
This memo is to provide four examples of Historic Databases that work with GIS to begin the discussion of how the Cedar 
Rapids database will function.  HPC members should go to the links provided and consider what works well and what 
does not.  HPC members are also encouraged to find other examples they feel work well. 
 
Background: 
As part of the Memorandum of Agreement for the demolition of residential homes, the City of Cedar Rapids has agreed to 
establish a database of historic resources that will be useable through the City’s GIS website(s).  Below are four examples 
of historic databases with GIS functionality.  This discussion will be used to draft the City of Cedar Rapids database and 
GIS website. 
 
City of Whittier, CA 
http://gisweb.cityofwhittier.org/SilverlightViewer_1_2/?Viewer=City%20of%20Whittier 
 

 
Overall Map View (Map includes historic district boundary and info, buildings, features such as walls, trees and 
lampposts, and other characteristics) 
 



 
Pop-Up Window with Property Information showing Links to Photos and other data 
 
Southampton, NY 
http://historic.southamptontownny.gov/ 
 

 
 
The user chooses whether to see NRHP sites, NHL sites, local town or villages sites. Then a window pops up with tabs for 
each property. Clicking on the tab shows the data in the window, then moves to the site on the map. Each site has links to 
scanned inventory forms and photos (powered by JAVA): 



 

 
 
Massachusetts Historical Commission (SHPO) 
http://maps.mhc-macris.net/ 
 

 
 



 
Each site is linked to the MA SHPO’s cultural resource inventory database. 
 
Kansas Historic Resource Inventory (SHPO) 
http://khri.kansasgis.org/ 
 

 
 
General Map View with Property Selected 
 



 
 
Hit the Details Button on the Map and an Inventory form pops up. 
 

 
Program has a search engine to find specific properties or geographic areas. 
 
 



Date Time Location Activity Responsibility

05/03/13 2:00 - 4:00pm - CSPS Delivery of tables Spielmans and HPC

05/03/13 11th Ave Posting of Street Closure Notice City Staff & HPC

05/03/13 11th Ave Delivery of baracade Bee Line

05/04/13 9:00am - 9:30am CSPS and 11th Ave

Set up tables, easels, signs for Interior 

- Commissions & Local Recourses set 

up                         Exterior - Vendors 

set up

CR- HPC, Linn Co - HPC, 

Brucemore, Main Street, History 

Center?       

05/04/13 9:00am - 9:30am Black Box Theatre

First Presentation Set up - Tax 

Credits for Historic Properties Presentor, HPC, Volunteers

05/04/13 9:30am 11th Ave Showcase Open to Public

05/04/13 9:30am to 10:30am Black Box Theatre

Tax Credits for Historic Properties - 

Presentation/Powerpoint and 

discussion Bill Prowell

Volunteers - 

9:00am - 12:00pm

05/04/13 10:30am to 10:45am Black Box Theatre

Second Presentation Set up - Cedar 

Rapids Architectural History Presenter, HPC, Volunteers

05/04/13 10:45am - 12:00pm Black Box Theatre

Cedar Rapids Architecutural History - 

Presentation/Powerpoint and 

discussion Mark Stoffer Hunter

05/04/13 12:00pm - 1:00pm CSPS

Public to talk with Preservation 

Groups & Lunch Break

05/04/13 12:30pm - 1:00pm Firehouse 

Third Presentation Set up - I Bought 

an Old House Now How Do I Fix It

Presenter, HPC, ReStore, 

Volunteers

05/04/13 1:00pm - 4:00pm Firehouse 

I Bought an Old House Now How 

Do I Fix It?                                 

1:00pm - 2:00pm - Window Repair                                                              

2:00pm - 3:00pm - Plaster Repair                                                  

3:00pm - 4:00pm - Masonry Speakers

Volunteers - 

12:00pm - 3:00pm

05/04/13 3:00pm - 3:45pm

CSPS 2nd floor 

bar/lounge area

Set up tables, chairs, pictures and 

awards for awards ceremony

CSPS, HPC, Volunteers, Brewed 

Awakenings

05/04/13 4:00pm - 4:30pm CSPS and 11th Ave

Clean up, take down tables, store 

tables

HPC ?,  Volunteers ? and 

Vendors?

05/04/13 4:00pm - 4:30pm Firehouse Third Presentation Clean up Presenter, HPC, Volunteers

05/04/13 4:30am - 5:00pm

CSPS 2nd floor 

bar/lounge area

Meet and greet award winners.  

Cocktails and appetizers HPC and winners

05/04/13 5:00pm - 5:05pm

CSPS Auditorium/ 

Theatre Words from Mayor Mayor

Volunteers - 

3:00pm - 6:45pm

05/04/13 5:05pm - 5:40pm

CSPS Auditorium/ 

Theatre Awards presentation Amanda

05/04/13 5:40pm - 6:00pm

CSPS 2nd floor 

bar/lounge area

Congratulations to award winners.  

Cocktails and appetizers HPC and winners

05/04/13 6:00pm - 6:45pm CSPS and 11th Ave Final Clean up HPC ?,  Volunteers ? and 

05/05/13 CSPS Pick-up of tables & chairs HPC?



•         Setup and Clean up the day of Preservation Showcase – Saturday, May 4, 2013 Volunteers
o   All HPC Members

•         Preservation Award Nominations - "Celebrating our Best"
o   Advertising for Nominations
o   Review of Nominations
o   Selection of Winners
o   Write up on each of the winners
o   Pictures of building/house/organization logo
o   Power Point for Awards Ceremony
o   Purchase of awards

•         11 Most Endangered Historic Properties - "Preserving Our History"
o   Pictures of each of the properties
o   Write up of each of the properties
o   Creation of display boards for each of the properties

  Must obtain three (3) bids from possible printers
  Work with City Staff on approval of bid

o   Delivery of display boards the morning of event

•         Catering for Gathering before the Awards Ceremony
o   We do have to use CSPS preferred vendor
o   Selection of food
o   Obtain bid
o   Work with City Staff on approval
o   Coordination with caterer for staff night of the event

•         Advertising for the Event and Nominations
o   City Approve Press Release
o   Obtain bids for all items listed below
o   Work with City Staff on Approval of all items below
o   Flyers
o   Web site
o   Facebook Page



o   Billboard
o   Radio spot
o   Newspaper
o   E-blasts

  Linn Co HPC
  Iowa City HPC
  Iowa City Friends of Historic Preservation

o   Distribution of Flyers
  Spot at NewBo Market
  EcoFest in April

•         Photography & Videography
o   Obtain three (3) bids from potential photographers and videographers
o   Work with City staff on approval of bids
o   Secure photographer and videographer

•         Sinclair MOA
o   Assistance from Brucemore
o   Traveling Exhibit

  Press Release Requesting Photos from Public
  Have Photo Release form available on Website prior to Preservation Showcase
  Greet Public
  Process Release forms for Pictures
  Assist with documentation of pictures received from public

•         Event Speakers
o   Obtain bids from all speakers
o   Schedule Times and CSPS Locations for each speaker
o   Work with other Preservation groups that are assisting with the speakers
o   Coordinate with CSPS for the setup of the presentation materials/videos
o   Coordinate the transition of speakers
o   Greet guests/confirm registration list

o   Cedar Rapids Architectural History



  Speaker – Mark Hunter
  Assistance from
•         Save CR Heritage 

o   Tax Credit Workshop
  Speaker – Bill Prowell or SHPO
  Assistance from
•         Save CR Heritage 

o   I Purchased an Old House That Needs Repairs – “What Now”
  Topics & Speakers

   Wood Window Restoration & Maintenance – Neil Vogel
•         Plaster Restoration – Tony Kartsonas
•         Paint Analysis – Tony Kartsonas
•         Lead Paint Remediation – Ruby Linn Co. Public Health
•         Weather Proofing – Green AmeriCorps 

  Assistance from
•         Brucemore
•         Cedar Valley Habitat for Humanity/ReStore
•         Main Street
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