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Community Development Department 

City Hall 

101 First Street SE 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone: (319) 286-5041 

FAX: (319) 286-5130 

DESIGN REVIEW TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING  
June 8, 2015 

4:00 P.M. 
Blairs Ferry Conference Room 

City Hall 
101 First Street SE 

AGENDA 

Action/Discussion Items 

1. 70 16th Avenue SW
Czech Village Association – Pam Lewis (Applicant)

 Kiosk Review (sign)

2. 102 16th Avenue SW
Village West Apartments – William Knapp (Applicant)

 Preliminary Site Development Plan & Façade Review
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DESIGN REVIEW TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE STAFF REPORT 
 

Date:        June 8, 2015 

Applicant:        Pam Lewis 

Owner:       Czech Village Association 

Location:        70 16
th

 Avenue SW 

Request:        Kiosk Review (sign) 

Date Application Received:   May 28, 2015 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Site description (general location, zoning, history, current condition…)  
 

The Czech Village Association has applied for an encroachment permit for a kiosk with a 

proposed location at 70 16
th

 Avenue SW, between Ernie’s Tavern and Sykora Bakery. The kiosk 

was sponsored by Western Fraternal Life and was designed and constructed by local artist Tom 

Newport.  

 

The kiosk is 2ft x 2ft and 7ft tall.  The kiosk features a Czech lion on one side and a Slovak cross 

on another. The other two sides of the kiosk will have glass cases with detailed maps, directions, 

and space for announcements of local events. The bottom portion of the kiosk features leaves 

from the Linden tree which is the national tree of the Czech and Slovak Republics. The kiosk 

will be anchored to a cement base.  
 

Request description (reason for request, why it should be granted) 

The applicant is seeking comments from the Design Review Technical Advisory Committee.  
 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Using the attached Overlay District Requirements, the Design Review Technical Advisory 

Committee shall provide recommendations on the project.  

 

DRTAC RECOMMENDATION 

 No recommendations were made for the kiosk applicaiton  



 

Standard 
Meets Standard 

Comments Y N N/A 

Signage     
1) New signage shall respect the size, scale and 

design of the building to which it is attached, and the 

buildings of the surrounding District. 

New signage shall not obscure significant 

architectural details of a historic structure. 

X   

Project meets this standard. 

2) Acceptable forms of signage include signs 

integrated into or affixed flat against a building 

façade, wall signs, projecting signs and monument 

signs. Other types of signage may be considered if 

compatible with the unique character of the District. 

X   

Project meets this standard. 
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DESIGN REVIEW TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE STAFF REPORT 
 

Date:        June 8, 2015 

Applicant:        William Knapp 

Owner:       Robert & Jitka Schaffer 

Location:        102 16
th

 Avenue SW 

Request:        Conditional Use & Façade Review 

Date Application Received:   April 30, 2015 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Site description (general location, zoning, history, current condition…)  
 

The subject property is located at 100 16
th

 Avenue SW and is zoned C-3, Regional Commercial 

Zone District. The applicant is proposing to construct a 2 story mixed-use building with 1 

apartment and retail space on the ground floor and 6 additional apartments on the 2
nd

 floor.  The 

main elevation features large 1
st
 floor windows, a parapet roofline and a mix of brick and 

standard building treatments. 
 

Request description (reason for request, why it should be granted) 

The applicant is seeking comments from the Design Review Technical Advisory Committee. 

The preliminary site development plan will go before City Planning Commission on June 11
th

. 

Comments given by the Committee will be shared with City Planning Commission. 
 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Using the attached Overlay District Requirements, the Design Review Technical Advisory 

Committee shall provide recommendations on the project.  

 

DRTAC RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Center building is out of context with the historic district 

 Consider using a material other than brick underneath windows 

 Consider having a consistent datum line for the windows 

 Consider installing bollards near the garage 

 Use the same windows throughout the building 

 Work with City staff on the use of other materials on the backside of the building to add 

visual interest



 

Standard 
Meets Standard 

Comments Y N N/A 

Size, Form and Volume      
1) Facade heights for new buildings and additions 

must fall within the height range of the surrounding 

block. 
X   

Project meets this standard. 

2) Floor-to-floor heights for new buildings and 

additions shall appear similar to those within the 

range of the surrounding block. 
X   

Project meets this standard. 

3) Proposed facades wider than the established 

historic range of the block upon which the proposed 

development is to be located may be permitted, but 

design features shall be included to mimic traditional 

building widths of 50 feet or less. Changes in facade 

material, building height, window style or 

architectural detail are examples of techniques that 

may be permitted to break up a facade. 

X   

Project meets this standard. 

Building Orientation and Parking     
1) Commercial buildings shall be constructed to the 

edge of the sidewalk with zero setbacks. 
  X Not applicable to request. 

2) Multi-family buildings shall be constructed with 

setbacks that lie within the established setback range 

of the block.  
X   

Project meets this standard. 

3) Principal building entrances shall be a prominent 

feature of the building's facade and should face the 

primary street serving the development.  
X   

Project meets this standard. 

4) Parking should be located behind buildings when 

feasible. Parking lots adjacent to sidewalks are 

discouraged. 
X   

Project meets this standard. 

Architectural Details     
1) The facade should have a vertical orientation and 

maintain the traditional proportions of height and 

width found in existing historic buildings in the CB-

O District.  

X   

Project meets this standard. 

2) The top edge of the building shall be defined by a 

cornice line or similar articulation. 
X   Project meets this standard. 

3) Windows and doors shall be located, spaced and 

aligned on the building facade in a manner 

consistent with the established context of the block.  
X   

Project meets this standard. 

4) The sizes of windows and doors shall be 

consistent with the proportions of historic buildings 

in the District.  
X   

Project meets this standard. 

5) Highly reflective, opaque or darkly tinted glass 

shall not be used for windows or doors. 
X   Project meets this standard. 

6) All new construction shall use compatible and 

traditional building materials such as brick, 

limestone and metalwork. A creative mix of 

materials consistent with the historic character of the 

area may be considered. 

X   

Project meets this standard. 

7) Materials shall be used in a manner that 

incorporates architectural details, complementary 

textures and small scale elements, especially on the 

first floor of the primary façade. 

X   

Project meets this standard. 

Signage     
1) New signage shall respect the size, scale and 

design of the building to which it is attached, and the 

buildings of the surrounding District. 

New signage shall not obscure significant 

architectural details of a historic structure. 

  X 

Not applicable to request. The applicant will return for a 

review when applying for a sign permit.  

2) Acceptable forms of signage include signs 

integrated into or affixed flat against a building 

façade, wall signs, projecting signs and monument 

signs. Other types of signage may be considered if 

compatible with the unique character of the District. 

  X 

Not applicable to request. The applicant will return for a 

review when applying for a sign permit.  










