
CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 
June 15, 2016 5:30 p.m. 
Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
Commissioners Present: Ms. Salma Igram, Chair 

Mr. Leland Freie 
Ms. Laura O’Leary  
Mr. Robin Tucker 
Dr. Ruth White  

 
Commissioners Absent: Mr. Keith Rippy, Vice Chair  

Dr. Emily Bowman  
Ms. Ashley Reynolds  
Mr. Keith Wiggins  

 
Staff Present: Ms. LaSheila Yates, Executive Director 

Ms. Janet Abejo, Senior Investigator 
Ms. Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant 

 
Guests:   Bret Nilles, Genevieve Bern, Erin Mendez 
 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Igram, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners, staff and guests introduced themselves. 
 

III. Public Response 
Genevieve Bern stated she emailed the Commission regarding a Native American Indian camp that 
is being offered by the Parks and Recreation Department. Ms. Bern stated she is offended by the 
camp and has been contacting City officials to have the camp shut down. Ms. Bern stated she 
recently received notice that the camp has been shut down. Ms. Bern stated the camp was going to 
be instructed by someone who is not Native American and is not geared toward Native Americans.  

 
LaSheila Yates, Executive Director, stated the Commission would not get involved in a complaint 
against a City department due to a conflict of interest and it would be passed on to the Iowa Civil 
Rights Commission. Ms. Yates stated the City Manager is in charge of City departments and is an 
additional source of contact besides City Council and the department directors. Commissioner 
Tucker stated concerns can also be taken to the Parks and Recreation Commission. 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes from the May Meeting 

Commissioner White moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner O’Leary seconded the 
motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 
V. Action Items 

Approval of the FY17 Education and Outreach Action Plan 
Ms. Yates stated the plan was reviewed and approved by the Outreach Committee. This year’s plan 
outlines accomplishments from the previous plan and identifies areas of improvement. Ms. Yates 
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pointed out some of the various outreach activities planned for FY17 including quarterly trainings, 
outreach events we’ll attend, proclamations, etc.  
 
Commissioner Tucker moved to approve the FY17 Education and Outreach Action Plan. 
Commissioner White seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.  

 
VI. Closed Session 

The Commission may go into closed session to discuss the filing of one or more complaints, 
information gathered during investigation of such complaints, and attempts to eliminate such 
alleged discrimination pursuant to Iowa Code Sections 21.5(1)(a) and 216.15(5) (2012). 
Commissioner Freie moved to go into closed session. Commissioner Tucker seconded the motion 
and a roll call vote was taken. The motion carried on a unanimous vote and the Commission went 
into Closed Session at 5:49 p.m. 

Commissioner Tucker moved to return to open session. Commissioner White seconded the 
motion and a roll call vote was taken. The motion carried on a unanimous vote and the 
Commission returned to Open Session at 6:15 p.m. 
 

VII. Report from Chair 
Certificates of Appreciation 
Commissioner Igram stated the Commission has three outgoing Commissioners and as a token of 
appreciation each will receive a certificate. Commissioner Igram thanked the Commissioners for 
their service and contributions to the Commission. 
 
Committee Reassignments 
Commissioner Igram reviewed the committee assignments for FY17. 

 
VIII. Committee Reports 

Outreach Committee Liaison 
Commissioner Freie stated the Commission was represented at the Farmer’s Market, AsianFest, 
PrideFest and TanagerFest and the trivia wheel is a big hit and people really seem to like it.   
 
Marion Civil Rights Commission Liaison 
Bret Nilles, Marion Civil Rights Commission, stated at the June meeting the Marion Commission 
appointed a new member and she will start in July. Mr. Nilles stated the Marion City Council 
reviewed and approved the revised 28E Agreement on June 9th.  

 
IX. Director’s Report 

Ms. Yates stated a lot of outreach activities have been going on including participation in Law Day, 
staff providing trainings to various organizations, etc. Ms. Yates identified upcoming outreach 
opportunities including Stand Down, ADA Celebration, Festival Latino, etc.  

 
X. Mission Moment – New Website 

Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant, walked the Commission through the new website 
pointing out the aspects that have changed and the various new features offered on the site.  
 

XI. Adjournment 
Commissioner Tucker moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:54 p.m. Commissioner Freie seconded 
the motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Alicia Abernathey 
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