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CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

May 21, 2014, 5:30pm 
Civil Rights Commission Office 

425 Second Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
Commissioners Present: Dr. Emily Bowman  

Rev. Tom Capo 
Ms. Tamara Cronin 
Mr. Leland Freie 
Ms. Barb Gay, Vice Chair 
Ms. Paulette Hall 
Ms. Salma Igram 
Ms. Laura O’Leary 
Mr. Robin Tucker 
Dr. Ruth White 

 
Commissioners Absent: Mr. Keith Rippy, Chair 
  
 
Staff Present: Mr. John-Paul Chaisson-Cárdenas, Executive Director 

Ms. Stefanie Munsterman-Robinson, Investigator  
Ms. Virginia Sipes, Investigator 
Ms. Jeanette Gordon, Administrative Assistant 
 

Staff Absent: Ms. Janet Abejo, Investigator 
 Ms. Monica Challenger, Education & Outreach Coordinator 

 
Guests: Mr. Jonathan Chambers, citizen 
 Mr. Joseph Ellis, Marion Civil Rights Commission 
 Ms. Susie Weinacht, City Council Liaison 
 Ms. Ana Clymer, Partnership for Safe Families 
 Ms. Chris Wright, Partnership for Safe Families 
 
 
I. Call to Order 

Noting there was a quorum, Commissioner Gay, Acting Chair, called the meeting to order at 
5:30pm. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners, staff, and guests introduced themselves. 
 

III. Public Response 
Mr. Chambers stated that he attended the Housing Summit and is ready to get back into civil rights 
work. 
 

IV. Approval of Minutes from March and April Meetings, and March Retreat 
After looking over the March meeting minutes, Commissioner Hall asked that the minutes be 
corrected to indicate her attendance; Commissioner Capo moved to approve the amended March 
meeting minutes, Commissioner Igram seconded the motion.  The March minutes were approved 
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with changes.  Commissioner Gay asked that participants of the retreat be added to the notes; 
Commissioner Igram moved to approve the amended March Retreat notes, Commissioner Cronin 
seconded the motion.  The March Retreat notes were approved with changes.  Commissioner Hall 
moved to approve the minutes from the April meeting; Commissioner Capo seconded the motion.  
The April minutes were approved without changes. 
 

V. Report from Chair 
Commissioner Gay, Acting Chair, reported that a Personnel Committee needs to be appointed.  
Commissioners Igram and O’Leary volunteered to continue on the committee.  She also reported 
that the Marion Civil Rights Commission met for the first time on May 6, 2014.  Their monthly 
meetings will be held on the first Wednesday of each month.  The Chair of the Marion Civil Rights 
Commission, Steve Moshier, asked to have a liaison from each Commission attend meetings as 
non-voting members.  Commissioner Tucker volunteered to be the liaison from the Cedar Rapids 
Civil Rights Commission. 
 

VI. Committee Reports 
Finance 
Commissioner Igram, Finance Committee Chair, reported that the committee met on May 21, and 
finances are as expected.  The committee looked at the debt owed to the City and noted that the 
initial budget projected full payment in three years, although current estimates suggest the debt 
may be paid off in two years. 
 
Outreach and Education 
Commissioner Cronin reported that the committee has not met since the April Summit.  The 
Asian Cultural Festival will be held on June 7, 2014, at the Amphitheater and volunteers are needed 
to staff the Cedar Rapids Civil Rights table.  A sign-up sheet was circulated. 
 
LGBT Capacity Building 
Commissioner Gay reported that a summit will be held in September, probably at the Veterans 
Memorial Building.  The next meeting of the committee will be May 27 at 5:00pm at the Cedar 
Rapids Civil Rights Office. 
 

VII. Director’s Report 
Mr. Chaisson-Cárdenas, Executive Director, reported on the following: 

 Hiring – Ms. Virginia Sipes, J.D., was hired as an investigator.  Her first day was May 19, 
2014. A conditional offer was made to a person with a Master’s Degree in Urban and 
Regional Planning to fill the temporary investigator position that is being funded by the 
HUD grant.  The offer will be final when the candidate passes the City’s screening process. 

 The Gazette ran an article in the May 21, 2014 edition titled “County attorney questions 
Mosque lecture”.  Mr. Chaisson-Cárdenas would like to release a statement to the press 
addressing the article.  Copies of the press release are included in the packet.  
Commissioner Hall motioned that the press release be sent as written; Commissioner 
Igram seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 As part of the HUD grant and in partnership with the Gazette, the commission will hold a 
poster and video contest.  The poster contest will be offered to area youth through the 
schools.  The video contest will be open to anyone.  Two awards will be given; one for 
videos under 10 minutes and the other for 30 second spots.  The call for submissions is 
anticipated to start in early July.  The contest will be judged by high profile people and the 
winner will be chosen by the public. 

 The 2013 Annual Report should be done in the next couple of weeks. 
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 Two slightly different mission statements have been used in the recent past.  
Commissioners were asked to choose one.  Commissioner Tucker motioned to adopt 
statement #2; Commissioner Igram seconded the motion.  After discussion, the mission 
statement reads: 

o “To secure for all individuals within the City of Cedar Rapids freedom from discrimination 
because of age, color, creed, disability, familial status, gender, identity, marital status, national 
origin, race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.” 
A show of hands vote was taken and this mission statement was adopted with a 
majority vote.  A scrivener’s error was detected and the comma between “gender” 
and “identity” was removed, making the mission statement read as follows: 
“To secure for all individuals within the City of Cedar Rapids freedom from discrimination 
because of age, color, creed, disability, familial status, gender identity, marital status, national 
origin, race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.” 

 The CRCRC does not currently have a vision statement.  Commissioner Hall motioned to 
adopt the vision statement included in the packet; Commissioner O’Leary seconded the 
motion.  After discussion, the vision statement reads: 

o “A Cedar Rapids Community that is welcoming, inclusive, and preserves the personal dignity of 
all people regardless of their age, color, creed, disability, familial status, gender identity, marital 
status, national origin, race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation so that we all may fulfill our 
productive capacities.” 
A show of hands vote was taken, and the vision statement passed unanimously. 

 A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Cedar Rapids Civil Rights 
Commission and the Cedar Rapids Community School District.  The School District will 
investigate all student to student complaints and report their findings to the CRCRC.  A 
desk audit will be performed by the CRCRC.  The Commission will continue to investigate 
complaints between adults and students, and between adults. 

 The mobile application is up and running, and is as functional as it will get.  The new 
person will be assigned to populate areas currently blank. 

 
VIII. Old Business 

Housing Summit and State of Equity Evaluations and Feedback:  Commissioner White provided 
feedback from the summit that was gathered by RED-I.  Mr. Chaisson-Cárdenas, Executive 
Director, provided information on the evaluations received from summit participants.  
Commissioner Bowman reported that her students interviewed approximately 20 summit 
participants and the video the students made as a class project will be posted on-line. 
 

IX. New Business:  
Proposed New Investigation process:  Ms. Munsterman-Robinson, Staff, discussed the Standard 
Operating Procedures.  If commissioners have any feedback they would like to share, they can 
email Ms. Munsterman-Robinson.  The Rules of Practice need to be updated to reflect changes in 
our ordinance.  A document with proposed changes was distributed to Commissioners to discuss 
and approve at the next meeting. 
 

X. Adjournment 
Commissioner Gay, Acting Chair, adjourned the meeting at 6:55pm. 

 
The next meeting will be held on June 18, 2014 at 5:30pm at the Commission Office, 425 2nd Street SE, 
Suite 960. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Jeanette Gordon 


