
CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

October 21, 2014, 5:30 p.m. 
Conference Call OR 

Civil Rights Commission 
425 Second Street SE 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 
 
Commissioners Present: Mr. Keith Rippy, Chair  

Mr. Leland Freie 
Ms. Paulette Hall 
Ms. Salma Igram  
Ms. Laura O’Leary 
Mr. Robin Tucker 
Dr. Ruth White  
Mr. Keith Wiggins 

 
Commissioners Absent: Dr. Emily Bowman 

Ms. Tamara Cronin 
 
Staff Present: Ms. LaSheila Yates, Executive Director 

Ms. Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant 
 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Rippy, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners and staff introduced themselves. 
 

III. Public Response 
No public present. 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes from October Meeting 

Commissioner Hall moved to approve the October minutes. Commissioner Tucker seconded the 
motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 
Commissioner Igram joined the meeting at 5:34 p.m. 
 
V. Action Items 

Approve Memorandum of Agreement between the Civil Rights Commission and Veterans Memorial Commission 
and Authorize the Chair to enter into agreement 
Commissioner Rippy stated this is a favorable agreement for the commission. This will be a two 
year agreement with the option to renew two additional times for a total of six years. The rent will 
be $25,000 per year which is less than the current rent.  

 
Commissioner O’Leary joined the meeting at 5:36 p.m. 

 
Commissioner Hall inquired about the cost of insurance. Ms. Yates stated the Veterans Memorial 
building is a government building and is covered under the City’s insurance. Ms. Yates indicated 
correspondence for additional insurance has been requested. Commissioner Igram inquired about 
workman’s comp. Ms. Yates stated workman’s comp is covered through the City.  
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Commissioner Hall asked who is responsible for cleaning the office space and are other areas in 
the building available for meeting space. Ms. Yates stated Veterans Memorial is responsible for 
general maintenance and space is available for meetings. 
 
Commissioner Freie asked if any additional costs will be associated with the move. Ms. Yates 
stated as part of the MOU, Veterans Memorial will replace the carpet, ceiling tiles and wall 
coverings in the office space at no additional cost. The only additional cost will include the IT cost 
and is an expense the commission would have had whether moving or staying in current location. 
 
Commissioner Tucker made a motion to approve the MOU and allow the Chair to execute the 
document on behalf of the commission. Commissioner Freie seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously approved. 
 

VI. Adjournment 
Commissioner Rippy, Chair, adjourned the meeting at 5:48 p.m. 

 
The next meeting will be held on November 19, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. at the Commission Office, 425 2nd 
Street SE, Suite 960.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Alicia Abernathey 
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